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Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning ,Jr. 


Collection 


Lot  2243 

Fabulous  1907 Indian  Eagle 
With  Periods 


August  31,  1999 

New  York  City 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •  800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 
www. bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


Superb  19th-century  coins  are  a  feature  of  the  Minning  Collection. 
Our  cover  shows  a  splendid  Proof  1873  trade  dollar  with  a 
contemporary  auction  catalogue  added  for  flavor. 


Photography  of  the  cover  and  catalogue  contents  is  by  Douglas  Plasencia. 
All  coins  illustrated  are  those  being  offered. 


Copyright c  1 999  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 

Licensed  Auctioneers:  John  S.  Babalis  (#860160)  —  Q.  David  Bowers  (#793852)  —  Raymond  N.  Merena  (#793853) 

Christine  Karstedt  (#1008798) 
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The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 


Rowers  and  merena 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


October  2-4, 1999 

New  York  City,  NY 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection  -  Part  II 

NOVEMBER  11-13,  1999 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Noiu  accepting  consignments! 

JANUARY  4-5,  2000 

Orlando,  FL 

The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


March  23-25. 2000 


Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


MAY  24-26.  2000 

New  York  City,  NY 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection  -  Part  III 


August  9-12, 2000 

Philadelphia,  PA 

with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention 
Accepting  consignments  beginning  in  September  1999. 


PLUS: 


Many  more  sales  in  2000,  2001,  and  onward! 
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The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Winning,  Jr.  Collection 


The  sessions 

The  Park  Lane  Ballroom/Park  Lane  Hotel 

Tuesday  afternoon,  August  31 

12:30  PM  Sharp 

Tuesday  Evening,  August  31 

6:00  PM  Sharp 

Jbr  viewing 

The  Park  Lane  Ballroom/Park  Lane  Hotel 

Saturday,  August  28 

1 1:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  7:00  PM 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  29 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  30 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  31 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  •  2:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

Jot  pick-up 

The  Park  Lane  Ballroom/Park  Lane  Hotel 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 

Auction  location 

The  Park  Lane  Ballroom,  Park  Lane  Hotel 
36  Central  Park  South 
New  York  City,  NY 
Telephone:  212-371-4000 

Helpful  Suggestions  &  information: 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion  of  the 
sale,  plan  to  do  so  as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 

Prices  Realized:  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ext.  98.  Limit: 
10  lots  per  caller. 


BOVVERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning  Jr.  Collection 


Expanded  personal  service 

FOR  OUR  MAIL  BIDDERS 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a 
winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure 
service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  minimum), 


or  use  our  One  Lot  Only  service  and  bid  on  up  to 
five  lots  and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than 
one— or  use  both  features  together.  Please  see 
points  15  and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid 
sheet  (any  time,  24 
hours  a  day).  Our  di¬ 
rect  fax  number  is 

(603)  569-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(60S)  569-5095 

Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  day!  Our  fax  number  is  1-60S-569-53 19!  Be 
sure  to  follow  up  your  fox  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 


Gentlemen: 

Here  are  my  bids  for  your  AUGUST  1 999  Minning  Collection.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and  agree  to  them.  1  am  of  legal  age.  I  understand  that 
my  bids  are  per  lot.  I  agree  to  pay  promptly  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  including  postage  and  insurance  costs. 


ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY 


Street  or  P.O.  Box 


>•  Bg*  J 

rmyid\ fs/uc 

ephone  (  J  qI 


Daytime  Telephi 
Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  i 
□  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS 


Deposit  on  Sale  ■ 

I 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


l&iJS 


Maximum  Expenditure 

IQ  .00 Q— 


Please  increase  my  bids 
10%  3  20%  □  30  (  □ 
if  necessary  to  obtain  lots. 


A  15%  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 

If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket: 


( 


LOT  j 

m 

noi  \ 


OFFICE 
USE  ONLV 


/£J£  '•  frcf 

387  ^3  cb- 

39/  L  ‘tSO' 
3  97  AtfOtr 


mr- 


‘  ft if 

r,  wc- 
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LOT 

t>  TT-v  OFFICE 

BID  USE  ONLY 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 

Have  you  done  business  before  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.?  □  Yes  XNo 

Are  you  a  dealer?  _  AO  Do  you  have  a  resate  num^r  on  file  with  i^?  _ ^ _ j  f  J 

Other  d^plers  with  whom  you  have^lone  business:  /  \/  L>i/f 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  M inning,  Jr.  Collection 


'The  bowers  and 

MERENA  ORGANIZATION 


Chairman  of  the  Board ,  Q.  David  Bowers 
President ,  Raymond  N.  Merena 
Auction  Manager ,  John  Pack 

Auction  department 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Director 
John  Pack,  Manager 

Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  and  Advertising  Director 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Numismatist 
Denise  D’Eri 

Staff  Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frartk  Van 
Valen,  and  Gail  Watson. 


Research  department 


Mark  Borckardt 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 
Frank  Van  Valen 
and  various  consultants 


Auctioneers 

John  S.  Babalis 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Christine  Karstedt 
Raymond  N.  Merena 


Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of 
this  catalogue: 

Cataloguing  and  numismatic  expertise  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Mark  Borckardt,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Valen, 
and  Ray  Merena. 

Photography  by  Douglas  Plasencia. 

Catalogue  production  by  Robin  Edgerly,  Roberta  French, 
Jennifer  Meers,  and  Robert  Lawrence.  Catalogue  coordina¬ 
tion  and  advertising  by  Christine  Karstedt. 

AND,  thanks  to  the  entire  Bowers  and  Merena  staff  for  help 
in  many  ways.  The  presenting  of  a  sale  such  as  this  is  a  highly 
coordinated  team  effort  involving  many  talented  people. 

All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries ,  Inc. 

Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by 
special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Administration 


John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Donna  A.  Badeau 
Carolyn  Craigue 
Guy  Hughes 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
Kathleen  Lancor 
Deborah  McDonald 
Rosalie  Minnerly 
Donna  Pearo 

Direct  Sales  department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director 
Janet  Lavertue,  Sales  Associate 

Financial  Department 


Barb  Clifford,  Controller 
Laurel  A.  Morrill 
Natalie  Smith 

PUBLICATIONS  DEPARTMENT 


John  Babalis 
Mary  Tocci 

Graphics  department  

Robin  Edgerly 
Roberta  French 
Robert  Lawrence 
Jennifer  Meers 

Photography  department 

Douglas  Plasencia,  Manager 

Network/is  Administrator 

Thomas  N.  Trumble 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning  Jr.  Collection 


Dr.  Caii./I.  Miming,  Jr. 

Numismatist  Extraordinaire 


Dr.  Carl  A. 
Minning,  Jr.,  the 
premier  consignor 
to  our  sale,  grew 
up  in  Batavia, 
Ohio,  in  a  rural 
county  just  east  of 
Cincinnati. 
Although  he  liked 
to  fill  Whitman 
blue  folders  with 
cents  and  nickels  at 
a  very  young  age, 
his  more  serious  in¬ 
terest  toward  coin 
collecting  occurred 
when  he  was  in  the 
sixth  grade.  At  that 
time  his  mother  gave  him  a  five-dollar  gold  piece  as 
a  gift  after  his  church  confirmation. 

What  an  impressive,  significant  gift  this  was!  Carl 
became  intrigued  with  American  gold  coins,  and  as 
his  budget  permitted,  built  a  basic  type  set  contain¬ 
ing  inexpensive  issues.  From  that  point  he  pro¬ 
gressed  to  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  coins.  Soon, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  many  generations  of 
enthusiasts,  he  was  fascinated  with  just  about  every¬ 
thing  in  American  numismatics! 

During  his  high  school  years,  Carl  Minning 
worked  many  hours  at  a  local  grocery  store  as  a  cash¬ 
ier  to  supplement  his  income  for  coin  purchases. 
Later  while  in  college  at  Ohio  State  University,  he 


worked  for  Sandler  Brothers  Coin  Shop  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  during  the  summer  and  Christmas  breaks. 

Dr.  Minning  graduated  from  Ohio  State  Univer¬ 
sity  Summa  Cum  Laude  with  a  degree  in  microbiol¬ 
ogy  and  subsequently  earned  his  medical  diploma 
from  the  Ohio  State  University  College  of  Medicine. 
After  an  internship,  he  became  a  resident  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Ophthalmology  at  OSU  where  he 
served  as  chief  resident  from  1982-1983. 

After  establishing  his  medical  practice  in  rural  cen¬ 
tral  Ohio,  Dr.  Minning  continued  his  collecting  in¬ 
terests  in  the  areas  of  19th-century  type  coins,  early 
American  and  colonial  coins,  and  other  areas  of  in¬ 
terest.  Many  specimens  of  extraordinarily  high  qual¬ 
ity  and  numismatic  importance  were  acquired. 

Recently,  Dr.  Minning  placed  his  great  collection 
with  us,  with  the  results  being  evident  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  pages  to  follow.  Many  coins  are  “old  friends” 
of  ours,  as  we  sold  them  years  ago. 

Dr.  Minning  provided  this  comment  as  a  reflection 
of  his  connection  to  us: 

“I  have  always  had  a  very  high  respect  for  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  and  the  people  on  your 
staff.  When  I  was  in  junior  high  and  high  school  I 
looked  forward  to  every  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  and  each  of  your  auction  catalogues.  I  greatly 
admire  the  writing  abilities  of  Dave  Bowers  and  feel 
his  historical  input  regarding  the  significance  of 
various  auction  lots  and  the  historical  and  roman¬ 
tic  aspects  of  numismatics  is  unsurpassed  in  the 
field  of  coin  cataloguing.” 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 


Welcome 


TO  THE  SALE! 


Your  Personal  Invitation  to  the  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning  Jr.  Collection 

Q.  David  Bowers 


Welcome  to  our  sale  of  the 
Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Col¬ 
lection  and  other  interesting 
and  important  properties.  As 
the  accompanying  biography 
of  Dr.  Minning  notes,  he  has 
been  a  friend  of  our  firm  ever 
since  his  teenage  years!  We 
are  deeply  appreciative  that 
he  selected  us  to  showcase  his 
coins  in  the  present  venue. 

Our  sale  will  be  held  in 
New  York  City  at  the  beautiful  Park  Lane  Hotel, 
Central  Park  South,  the  day  after  the  conclusion  of 
our  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  sale.  Come  early, 
plan  to  be  part  of  both  events,  and  you  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  numismatic  history  as  it  is  being  made.  In 
addition,  I  anticipate  that  you  will  have  a  very  nice 
time,  an  enjoyable  experience.  Bowers  and  Merena 
staffers  will  be  on  hand  to  say  hello  and  to  greet  you, 
we  will  help  in  any  way  concerning  our  auction  pro¬ 
cess,  and  when  all  is  said  and  done  it  is  our  hope  that 
you  will  have  some  very  attractive  coins  you  will  en¬ 
joy  owning  for  a  long  time. 

As  you  peruse  the  catalogue  you  will  find  just 
about  every  numismatic  specialty  represented,  com¬ 
mencing  with  a  very  fine  selection  of  colonial  and 
early  American  coins,  continuing  to  half  cents,  cents, 
and  nickel  coins,  after  which  will  be  found  silver  is¬ 
sues  of  different  types  and  denominations,  then  gold. 
Rounding  out  the  catalogue  are  commemoratives, 
patterns,  and  territorial  and  private  issues. 

These  are  good  times  in  the  coin  market  and  in  the 

American  economy.  As  I  see  it,  the  continuing  deper¬ 
sonalization  of  the  individual  via  computers,  credit 
card  numbers,  etc.,  brings  to  the  fore  the  uniqueness 
of  a  hobby  such  as  numismatics.  Forming  a  fine  collec¬ 


tion  of  coins  offers  the  possibility  for  individual  expres¬ 
sion.  Coin  by  coin  you  can  gather  pieces  that  interest 
you  the  most,  studying  each  piece  as  you  acquire  it. 
And,  if  reading  is  your  forte,  the  enjoyment  of  owner¬ 
ship  can  be  doubled  or  tripled  simply  by  learning  of 
the -background  or  history  of  each  item. 

The  other  day  I  was  reading  a  19th-century  publi¬ 
cation  which  suggested  that  no  coin  should  be  ac¬ 
quired  for  a  cabinet  by  an  owner  who  was  not  able  to 
say  something  concerning  the  specimen.  For  pure 
enjoyment  nothing  beats  history.  As  I  was  going 
through  this  catalogue  and  reviewing  the  excellent 
work  done  by  Mark  Borckardt,  Frank  Van  Valen, 
John  Pack,  Beth  Piper,  and  Ray  Merena— vital  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  professional  numismatic  team— I  could 
not  help  but  do  a  bit  of  daydreaming.  My  mind  tar¬ 
ried  for  a  while  at  the  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition  held  in  1915  in  San  Francisco,  then 
drifted  to  1793  and  the  advent  of  the  first  copper 
cent  bearing  the  legend  AMERI.,  then  to  a  scene  in 
the  Medal  Department  of  the  United  States  Mint  in 
the  1880s  when  freshly  minted  Proof  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  were  on  hand  for  collectors  who  cared  to 
come  by  to  visit.  Each  coin  in  a  collection  is  a  ticket 
to  romance  and  history.  A  fine  collection  is  like  hav¬ 
ing  a  private  museum. 

Let  this  sale  be  your  passport  to  continued  numis¬ 
matic  pleasures— by  adding  to  a  collection  you  already 
have,  or  by  beginning  a  new  specialty.  Have  a  ques¬ 
tion?  We  would  be  happy  to  help  with  any  aspect  of 
evaluation  or  provide  information  not  given  in  the 
catalogue  descriptions.  Just  telephone  (800)  458-4646 
and  our  Auction  Department  is  at  your  service,  or 
send  us  your  query  by  lax  at  (603)  569-5319,  and  we 
will  research  your  question  and  get  back  to  you.  If  you 
have  special  arrangements  you  would  like  to  make, 
check  with  our  financial  director,  Barb  Clifford. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  M inning,  Jr.  Collection 


Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  we  all  look  forward  to 
your  participation  in  the  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Col¬ 
lection  sale.  Bid  by  mail,  bid  by  fax,  bid  by  telephone, 
or  come  to  New  York  City  in  person  and  be  a  part  of 
the  event  as  it  happens.  Whichever  way  you  choose, 
may  Lady  Luck  be  with  you,  and  when  all  is  said  and 
done,  may  you  acquire  and  enjoy  your  new  treasures. 

On  the  other  hand  if  you  are  not  adding  to  your 
collection  but  are  considering  selling,  we  would  be 
happy  to  talk  with  you  about  showcasing  your  collec¬ 
tion  in  our  upcoming  auction  season.  I  invite  you  to 
let  our  success  be  your  success.  Consigning  to  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  may  well  be  the  best  financial  deci¬ 
sion  you  have  ever  made.  Over  the  years  we  have 
brought  to  market  three  of  the  top  four  most  valu¬ 
able  collections  of  Linked  States  coins  ever  sold,  in¬ 
cluding  the  very  most  valuable  (the  Eliasberg  Collec- 
tion).-Of  the  world’s  records  achieved  at  auction  for 
United  States  coins,  we  hold  six  of  the  top  10,  includ¬ 


ing  the  number  one  spot.  Here  at  Auctions  by  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  we  spare  no  effort  or  expense  to  treat 
your  coins  as  if  they  were  our  own,  to  catalogue  them 
in  an  interesting  and  authoritative  manner,  and  to 
achieve  bottom  line  results  that  we  believe  are  signifi¬ 
cantly  higher  than  can  be  obtained  in  any  other 
venue.  Thinking  of  selling?  Whether  your  holdings 
are  worth  a  few  thousand  dollars  or  many  millions  of 
dollars,  we  are  at  your  service.  Telephone  or  write 
John  Pack,  our  Auction  Director,  or  contact  me. 

Now,  the  sale  beckons.  Thank  you  for  being  a 
part  of  it. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc 
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Another  f\ 
Bowers  a 
is  about  t 


SESSION  ONE 


Tuesday,  August  31,  12:30  PM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  United  States  Coins:  Lots  1001-1520 


Colonials 

Our  offering  of  colonials  begins  with  a  truly  classic  American 
issue,  the  1652  Oak  Tree  shilling,  and  continues  to  include  a 
number  of  scarce  and  popular  issues. 


Attractive  1652  N-l  Oak  Tree  Shilling 


1001  1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-1.  Rarity-3.  EF- 

40.  Medium  slate  gray  with  lighter  high  points.  Struck  on  a 
slightly  oblong  flan.  On  the  obverse,  the  edge  encroaches  on 
the  tops  of  TS  IN  MAS  in  the  legend,  with  the  reverse  edge  to 
the  tops  of  ND  AN  DOM  in  the  legend.  An  attractive  specimen 
of  this  perennial  Guide  Book  favorite;  the  devices  and  legends 
are  all  sharp  and  bold,  including  the  oak  tree,  as  are  the 
beaded  circles  around  the  central  motifs.  Choice  for  the  grade; 
virtually  devoid  of  any  post-striking  damage,  and  desirable  as 
such. 


Weight:  71.5  grains;  diameter:  24.2  mm  horizontal  axis,  25.1  mm  vertical 
axis;  die  alignment:  180°  (“coin  turn,”  as  opposed  to  the  normally  encoun¬ 
tered  0°,  a.k.a  360°  “medal  turn"  for  the  Massachusetts  silver  issues,  al¬ 
though  Noe-1  tends  to  be  found  with  a  “coin  turn”;  see  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  May  1996,  Lot  2  for  example). 

Although  dated  1652,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Oak  Tree  coinage 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  was  struck  circa  1660-67,  although  maintain¬ 
ing  the  year  date  in  which  Massachusetts  silver  coins  were  first  authorized. 
By  this  time,  about  a  decade  of  practice  had  resulted  in  refined  dies  and 
coining  procedures.  The  Mint  at  which  these  were  struck  is  believed  to  have 
been  located  in  Boston  at  a  site  now  occupied  by  Bromfteld  Street. 


1002  1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-7.  Rarity-5.  F-12. 

Medium  gray  with  some  slightly  deeper  toning.  Sharper  in  ar¬ 
eas  than  the  assigned  grade,  but  slightly  rough  in  places. 
Lightly  clipped  in  areas,  with  portions  of  every  obverse  (tree 
side)  letter  off  the  flan,  some  much  greater  than  others;  the 
tree  design  is  somewhat  weak  as  well.  The  edge  also  affects  the 
reverse  legend,  but  not  to  any  great  extent;  only  the  letters 
GLAND  are  encroached  upon.  Tell-tale  comet-like  reverse  die 
break  extends  from  N  of  AN  into  field  near  denomination.  A 
few  stray  marks  are  present,  but  still  a  pleasing  example  of  this 
scarce  variety. 

Weight:  63.2  grains;  diameter:  23.5  mm. 


1003  Undated  (1722)  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  Breen-88,  Crosby 
111,15.  AU-55.  Motto  on  label  variety.  Medium  brown  surfaces 
with  lustre  present  in  the  protected  areas.  The  coin  is  basically 
devoid  of  porosity,  a  definite  plus  where  this  issue  is  con¬ 
cerned.  Extremely  well  struck  in  all  areas.  The  Guide  Book  plate 
coin  in  the  past,  illustrated  at  the  top  of  page  19  of  the  1985 
edition.  An  outstanding  example  in  a  condition  rarely  ob¬ 
served  for  this  variety. 

Weight:  216.9  grains;  diameter:  32.2  mm;  die  alignment:  270°. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Lee  F.  Hewitt  Collection ,  November  1984,  Lot 

2002. 

1004  Grouping  of  Rosa  Americana  and  Wood's  Hibernia 
halfpennies  and  a  farthing:  ☆  1722  Rosa  Americana  half¬ 
penny.  DEI  GRATIA  REX.  VG-8  ☆  1723  Rosa  Americana  half¬ 
penny.  DEI  GRATIA  REX.  F-12.  Crowned  Rose  ☆  1723 
Wood’s  Hibernia  farthing.  VE-30.  Normal  legends  ☆  1722 
Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Harp  right.  VG-8,  cleaned  A  1723 
Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny  (2).  EE-40,  patina  present,  and  N  I¬ 
SO.  (Total:  6  pieces) 
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1005  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Newman-27J.  Period  after 
GEORGIVS.  MS-63  RD.  A  lustrous  reddish  pink  specimen  of 
a  popular  issue.  Nicely  struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies. 

Weight:  112.8;  diameter:  25.0  mm. 

On  this  variety  (N-27J),  the  A  of  VIRGINIA  is  broadly  repunched. 

1006  Popular  colonial  coinage  quartette:  ☆  1773  Virginia  half¬ 
penny.  F-12  ☆  1760  Voce  Populi  copper.  VOOE  variety.  VF-20 
☆  1781  North  American  token.  VF-20,  cleaned  ☆  1787  Nova 
Eborac  copper.  Figure  Left.  F-15,  cleaned.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1007  Pair  of  popular  colonial  issues:  ☆  1783  Nova  Constellatio. 
Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  Breen-1107.  F-12.  Cleaned  long  ago, 
weak  at  obverse  center.  Correct  CONSTELLATIO  spelling  ☆ 
1787  Fugio  cent.  Kessler  Newman-12U.  Rarity-4.  VG-10.  Dark 
brown  with  tan  high  points.  A  tiny  obverse  edge  nick  is  noted 
at  7:00.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1008  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Breen-1 1 10,  Crosby-IB.  Script 
LIS,  Blunt  Rays.  VF-20,  some  faint  central  scratches  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Chocolate  brown.  Incorrect  CONSTELATIO  spelling. 
Die  break  in  wreath  above  date.  A  pleasing  specimen  for  the 
grade  despite  some  minor  marks. 

Weight:  125.3  grains;  diameter:  27.8  mm. 

1009  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Breen-1  111,  C-3B.  Script  US, 
Pointed  Rays.  EF-40,  some  light  porosity  present.  Deep  choco¬ 
late  brown  with  slightly  lighter  high  points.  Correct 
CONSTELLATIO  spelling.  Devoid  of  serious  marks  and  quite 
attractive  overall. 

Weight:  98.2  grains;  diameter:  26.6  mm. 

1010  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Breen-11 14,  C-5E.  Script  US, 
Pointed  Rays.  VF-30.  Deep  tan  with  a  slightly  reddish  tint.  Cor¬ 
rect  CONSTELLATIO  spelling.  Breen’s  scanty  wreath,  widest 
date  variety.  A  pleasing  specimen,  free  of  all  but  the  most 
trivial  marks. 

Weight:  1 17.2  grains;  diameter:  28.4  mm. 

1011  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder-12M.  Period  after  MASSA¬ 
CHUSETTS.  EF-40.  Attractive  chocolate  brown  with  a  hint  of 
olive.  Nicely  centered  and  nicely  struck.  Free  of  significant  cir¬ 
culation  marks  and  choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Weight:  152.4  grains;  diameter:  28.5  mm. 


1012  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4-L.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  EF- 

40.  Horned  Bust  variety.  An  attractive  chocolate  brown  speci¬ 
men  with  some  lighter  chestnut  toning  on  the  high  points. 
From  an  intermediate  state  of  the  obverse  die;  the  horn-like 
die  break  forms  a  crescent  in  the  field  beneath  the  effigy’s 
chin,  but  is  not  yet  connected  to  the  bust.  Decidedly  free  of  the 
often-seen  porosity,  and  very  pleasing  overall.  Indeed,  this 
specimen  must  certainly  be  among  the  finest  known  at  the 
present  grade  level.  Attribution  number  painted  in  left  ob¬ 
verse  field,  a  common  practice  decades  ago  by  Miller  and  a 
number  of  early  specialists. 

Weight:  141.7  grains;  diameter:  28.7  mm. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Barry  Collection,  J anuary  1983,  Lot  5. 

1013  Trio  of  Connecticut  Coppers:  ☆  1787  M  4-L.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 
Horned  Bust.  VF-20.  Lightly  porous.  Late  die  state,  horn  con¬ 
nected  to  breastplate  ☆  1787  M  32.1-X.3.  Rarity-5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-20.  Tan.  Attractive  for  the  grade  ☆  1787  M  37.8- 
k.2.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F-15,  slight  porosity.  Die  alignment: 
225°.  A  decent  group  for  the  collector  interested  in  a  modest 
beginning  to  a  Connecticut  copper  collection.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1014  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  6.1-M.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  VF-30. 
Laughing  Head  variety.  Chocolate  brown.  An  attractive  coin 
for  the  grade  despite  some  faint  and  unobtrusive  digs  and 
scratches  (best  seen  under  low  magnification)  at  the  reverse 
center. 

Weight:  114.1  grains;  diameter:  27.2  mm. 

1015  Pair  of  Connecticut  coppers,  both  of  the  Draped  Bust  Left 
style:  ☆  1787  M  17-g.3.  Rarity-3.  VF-20.  Brown.  Lightly  porous 
☆  1787  M  31.1-r.4.  VF-20.  Tan.  Slightly  porous.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


1016  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  20-a.2.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Rarity- 
4.  EF-45,  1  Iner  in  places,  particularly  on  the  obverse;  few  of 
today’s  specialists  in  the  series  would  hesitate  to  designate  the 
obverse  AU.  Medium  reddish  tan  with  glossy  surfaces.  Called 
by  us  in  1984  “An  extraordinary  specimen  of  this  issue. 
Sharply  struck  with  a  wealth  of  detail  in  all  areas.  A  simply  mar¬ 
velous  Connecticut  copper.”  No  amount  of  written  rhetoric 
today  could  possibly  improve  upon  that  sentiment  of  15  years 
ago.  One  for  the  connoisseur! 

Weight:  142.5  grains;  diameter:  29.3  mm. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Arnold  and  Romisa  Collections,  September 
1984,  Lot  634. 


18 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 


1017  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  31.2-1.3.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VE- 
25.  Medium  tan  with  darker  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas. 
Some  faint  porosity  is  seen  in  a  few  places,  but  the  overall  ap¬ 
pearance  is  substantial  for  the  grade.  Strong  design  details 
present  on  both  sides.  Struck  on  a  flan  slightly  out  of  round, 
with  an  anomalous  edge  bulge  noted  at  CTOR  on  the  obverse. 
The  ready  equivalent  to  Taylor:2475  for  sharpness,  the  only 
shortcoming  for  this  piece  being  a  touch  of  weakness  at 
Liberty’s  head  on  the  reverse. 

Weight:  146.4  grains;  diameter:  28.3  mm;  die  alignment:  360°. 

From  the  same  slightly  advanced  die  states  as  the  Taylor  coin:  obverse 
crack  from  third  cinquefoil,  across  top  of  wreath,  through  second  cinque¬ 
foil,  top  dot  of  colon,  top  of  I,  then  to  rim  above  R:  reverse  crack  from  top 
of  first  E,  through  top  dot  of  colon,  from  there  through  first  cinquefoil  (in  a 
curve,  following  the  edge),  probably  beyond,  but  some  flatness  of  strike  pre¬ 
cludes  that  as  a  certainty. 

1018  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  33.14-Z.14.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
Rarity-4.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40  or  finer  in  many  places 
but  flan  dark  olive  green  with  obverse  fissures  across  the  ef¬ 
figy.  Nicely  centered  with  a  decent  amount  of  denticles 
present  on  both  sides.  First  7  of  date  and  El  LI  and  the  top  of 
B  not  struck  up.  Overall,  a  pleasing  and  interesting  specimen 
of  a  fairly  scarce  variety. 

Weight:  110.2  grains;  diameter:  28.2  mm. 

Usual  die  states  for  the  variety:  obverse  crack  from  below  effigy  curves 
through  top  of  first  cinquefoil  and  the  tops  of  AUC;  on  the  reverse,  a  promi¬ 
nent  crack  runs  from  the  rim  at  10:00  to  the  lowest  leaf  of  Liberty’s  branch. 

1019  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  33.29-gg.  1.  Draped  Bust  Left,  ET 
LIR.  Rarity-5.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  a  finer  grade  but  sur¬ 
faces  rough  in  places,  and  some  patina  is  present  as  well.  Deep 
mahogany  surfaces.  One  of  the  popular  ET  LIR  varieties,  this 
resulting  from  a  B  punch  with  a  broken  bottom.  From  an  ad¬ 
vanced  state  of  the  dies,  more  so  than  Taylor:2577,  particularly 
on  the  obverse.  A  scarce  and  important  coin  despite  a  few  mi¬ 
nor  shortcomings. 

Weight:  135.1  grains;  diameter:  28.6  mm. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  in  an  advanced  state  of  collapse,  as  was  Tay- 
lor:2577.  The  obverse  of  the  specimen  offered  here  is  in  an  even  more  ad¬ 
vanced  state  than  the  Taylor  coin;  the  obverse  bulge  now  encompasses  the 
right  side  of  the  C  of  AUCTORI,  and  all  but  obliterates  TO  of  that  word. 
Additionally,  heavy  die  clash  marks  are  seen  in  and  around  R1  and  the  colon 
and  cinquefoil  immediately  following. 

1020  Pair  of  1788  Connecticut  coppers:  ☆  M  2-D.  Mailed  Bust 
Right.  F-15.  Early  obverse  die  state  ☆  M  16.1-D.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  VF-30.  Both  pieces  are  medium  tan.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1021  1788  Connecticut  copper.  M  16.2-0.  Draped  Bust  Left,  INDL 
variety.  Rarity-5.  Net  F-15;  finer  for  sharpness  but  porosity 
present.  Deep  steel  brown  surfaces  display  some  minor  pits  in 
places,  most  prominent  of  these  in  front  of  the  obverse  effigy’s 
face.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  obverse,  effectively  cutting 
CONNEC  in  half;  the  reverse  is  nicely  centered.  4  he  rare  and 
popular  INDL  (INDE  misspelled)  variety,  this  with  full  INDL 
present  in  the  reverse  legend. 

Weight;  143.0  grains;  diameter:  27.6  mm. 

Late  reverse  state,  die  crack  from  right  of  date,  across  Liberty’s  figure,  to 
cinquefoil  after  ET,  then  to  rim  at  1 1 :00;  a  bulge  practically  obliterates  T 
and  the  cinquefoil  immediately  after  it,  and  other  bulges  are  beginning  as 
well.  This  is  a  much  later  state  than  Taylor:2727,  for  instance,  and  important 
as  such. 

1022  Trio  of  New  Jersey  coppers,  each  grading  VF-20:  ☆  1 786  Maris 
16-L.  Protruding  Tongue  ☆  1786  M  24-P.  Pitting  on  both  sides 
☆  1787  M  48-q.  (Total  3  pieces) 


1023  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  63-q.  Large  planchet.  VF-20. 
Morristown  Mint.  Medium  reddish  tan.  A  pleasing  example  of 
this  readily  available  variety.  Weak  at  the  reverse  center,  as 
nearly  always  seen;  the  obverse  center  shows  some  decent  de¬ 
tail.  A  few  stray  marks  present,  but  none  of  major  significance. 

Weight:  132.6  grains;  diameter:  30.8  mm. 


1024  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  64-t.  Small  planchet.  EF-40. 

Morristown  Mint.  Deep  brown  with  lighter  high  points.  A 
pleasing  coin  with  strong  design  details  and  a  minimum  of  de¬ 
tectable  marks  present. 

Weight:  154.4  grains;  diameter:  28.1  mm. 

1025  1788  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-20,  Bressett-IOL.  Mailed  Bust 
Right.  VF-25.  Medium  tan  with  a  touch  of  olive.  Edge  lightly 
crimped  at  2:00  and  7:00  (relative  to  the  obverse),  affecting  the 
tops  of  the  letters  there,  otherwise  free  of  unsightly  marks. 

Weight:  127.5  grains;  diameter:  27.3  mm. 

TOKENS 

1026  Colonial  duo:  ☆  Undated  (1792)  Kentucky  token.  Plain  Edge. 
EF-45  'w'  1794  Franklin  Press  token.  VF-20.  Usual  die  breaks. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

CENTS 

1027  Trio  of  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cents,  each  with  NEW 
YORK  in  legend:  ☆  F-12  (2).  Large  ampersand  (&)  in  legend  ☆ 
Net  G-4;  pitted.  Small  ampersand  in  legend.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1028  Quartette  of  popular  Washington  pieces:  ☆  1783  Washington 
&  Independence.  UNITY  STATES  cent.  VF-30.  Accompanied 
by  a  B.  Max  Mehl  envelope  ☆  1791  Washington  President. 
Large  Eagle  cent.  VF-20,  porous  and  cleaned  ☆  1793/2  Wash¬ 
ington  President.  Ship  halfpenny.  F-12.  Usual  reverse  state, 
clashed  and  buckled  179,5  LIBERTY  AND  SECl  R1 15  half¬ 
penny.  Birmingham  edge.  VG-8.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1029  Trio  of  Washington  pieces:  ☆  1783  Washington  Sc  Indepen¬ 
dence.  Large  Military  Bust  (2).  VF-20,  and  E-12  ☆  Undated 
Double  Head  cent.  VF-20.  Purchased  years  ago  from  B.  Max 
Mehl.  .All  are  attractive  for  the  assigned  grade.  (Total:  3  pieces) 
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1030  1787  Fugio  cent.  Kessler  Newman-12X.  Pointed  Rays, 
STATES  UNITED.  Rarity-3.  AU-55.  Satiny  brown  surfaces 
show  hints  of  mint  red  in  the  recessed  areas.  A  lovely  coin  for 
the  grade,  a  specimen  with  a  high  degree  of  eye  appeal. 

Weight:  154.5  grains;  diameter:  28.0  mm. 

1031  1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-13X.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES  UNITED. 
AU-50,  cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally  retoned  to  reddish 
brown.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 

Weight:  158.0  grains:  diameter:  28.3  mm. 

1032  1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-15H.1.  Pointed  Rays,  UNITED 
STATES.  Rarity-6.  VT-20.  Medium  tan.  Off  center  toward  2:00 
(relative  to  the  obverse),  with  the  rim  at  the  tops  of  the  sun  and 
the  date;  the  tops  of  the  reverse  links  are  affected  at  4:00.  A 
small  edge  bruise  at  the  date  is  noted  for  accuracy,  otherwise 
the  surfaces  are  free  of  noticeable  marks.  A  rare  variety. 

Weight:  158.8  grains;  diameter:  28.3  mm. 

Half  Cents 

Our  offering  of  half  cents  commences  with  the  first  year  of 
the  Draped  Bust  type,  1800,  and  continues  through  the  final 
decade  of  the  series,  the  1850s. 


1036  1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6,  Stemless.  AU-50.  Medium  brown  is 
blended  with  lighter  tan.  A  delightful  example  for  the  date  or 
type  collector.  Light  obverse  clash  marks  are  seen  on  all 
known  examples  of  this  variety. 

Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 


1037  1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-63  RB.  Although  weakly 
struck,  this  is  a  lovely  Mint  State  Draped  Bust  half  cent  with 
substantial  original  orange  lustre.  Similar  to  most  Mint  State 
examples  of  this  die  variety  with  considerable  weakness  on 
drapery  and  hair  detail,  as  well  as  upper  left  and  lower  right 
portions  of  the  wreath.  The  reverse  is  rotated  about  20°  with 
the  digit  0  opposite  AT  in  STATES. 


Another  Lovely  Mint  State  1806 


1033  1800  Breen-16,  Cohen-1.  MS-62  RB.  Attractive  light  brown 
with  blue  iridescent  highlights  and  light  pinkish  orange  mint 
lustre.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  the  first  Draped  Bust  half 
cent  issue. 

From  a  late  die  state  as  seen  on  most  surviving  1800  half  cents. 

1034  1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-50.  Medium  olive-brown  with  a 
few  very  minor  surface  abrasions.  A  very  pleasing  example  of 
this  ever-popular  variety. 

Intermediate  die  state  with  a  retained  cud  joining  the  tops  of  LI  to  the 
obverse  border. 

The  Spiked  Chin  may  have  been  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  engraver’s  tool. 
The  “fingerprint”  feature  in  the  field  seems  to  have  been  caused  by  a  bolt 
falling  into  the  press  with  the  bolt  threads  being  impressed  into  the  obverse 
die. 

1035  1806  B-3,  C-1.  Small  6,  Stemless.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU- 
55  but  lightly  cleaned.  Light  brown  with  deep  orange  indica¬ 
tive  of  cleaning.  Very  sharply  struck,  quite  unusual  for  this  is¬ 
sue. 


1038  1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-63  RB.  Attractive  light  tan 
with  considerable  mint  red  on  obverse  and  reverse.  A  few 
darker  toning  spots  are  visible  on  the  obverse.  Drapery  lines 
are  weak  as  are  portions  of  the  wreath.  The  reverse  is  rotated 
about  35°  with  the  digit  0  opposite  AT  in  STATES. 

Ron  Manley  in  The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book  notes  that  reverse  rotations  on 
this  variety  are  known  with  virtually  every  possible  orientation  from  normal 
alignment  up  to  90°  clockwise. 


A  Further  Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 


1039  1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-62  RB.  Nearly  full  original 
red  with  very  light  brown  on  the  highest  parts  of  the  obverse 
and  reverse  devices.  A  few  minor  surface  marks  and  spots  are 
noted.  Typical  strike  for  this  issue  with  weakness  at  the  end  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  drapery,  behind  her  forehead,  and  on  parts  of 
the  wreath.  Seldom  seen  today  with  so  much  original  mint  red. 

From  Steve  Ivy’s  1982  ANA  Sale,  August  1982,  Lot  23. 
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A  Final  Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 


1040  1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-62  RB.  Medium  brown  ob¬ 
verse  with  traces  of  lighter  tan,  faded  from  mint  red.  The  re¬ 
verse  fields  are  attractive  orange  mint  lustre  with  brown  de¬ 
vices  and  lettering.  The  importance  of  this  example  lies  more 
in  quality  of  strike.  Nearly  full  obverse  and  reverse  details  with 
only  very  slight  weakness. 

1041  1826  B-2,  C-2.  6  Over  Horizontal  6.  EF-40.  Medium  olive- 
brown  with  faint  blue  iridescence.  A  few  minor  surface  marks 
are  noted.  Although  many  coins  of  substantially  higher  value 
are  offered  in  this  sale,  the  half  cent  specialist  will  recognize 
this  as  a  very  important  opportunity.  Not  a  rare  coin,  however, 
seldom  offered  on  the  market.  Clear  traces  of  the  underlying 
horizontal  6  are  visible.  From  an  early  die  state. 

1042  Trio  of  half  cents:  ☆  1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-55.  Rich 
brown  with  olive  highlights  ☆  1832  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50.  Smooth 
reddish  brown  surfaces  "fr  1834  B-l,  C-l.  A  LI-58.  Light  olive- 
brown  over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1043  1828  B-3,  C-2.  12  Stars.  MS-62  BN.  A  delightful  example  of  a 
popular  variety  that  is  very  seldom  available  in  Mint  State  pres¬ 
ervation.  Light  to  medium  brown  with  very  few  minor  abra¬ 
sions.  Very  sharply  struck  with  some  doubling  noted.  This  is 
an  early  die  state  with  several  reverse  die  scratches  at  NIT  of 
UNITED,  and  minute  clash  marks  within  the  wreath. 

The  1828  with  12  obverse  stars  is  one  of  the  unexplained  mysteries  among 
coins  of  the  era.  Perhaps  the  engraver  was  daydreaming  and  forgot  to  in¬ 
clude  the  13th  star.  Essentially  the  same  thing  happened  on  a  variety  of  the 
1832  $5  gold  coin. 

This  variety  is  usually  seen  in  worn  grades,  with  VF  being  about  the  norm. 
Even  an  MS-60  coin  would  be  called  scarce,  and  at  the  MS-62  level  it  is  par¬ 
ticularly  scarce.  We  do  not  recall  ever  having  seen  a  gem  specimen. 

In  general,  the  survival  in  Mint  State  of  half  cents  from  the  1820s  to  the 
1850s  is  dependent  upon  hoards.  If  a  variety  was  included  in  a  hoard,  it  is 
apt  to  be  plentiful  today.  If  not,  examples  are  elusive  in  high  grades.  Much 
information  concerning  half  cents  included  in  hoards  is  found  in  Dave 
Bowers’s  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  available  from  our  Pub¬ 
lications  Department. 

1044  1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN.  Vivid  teal  and  chestnut  obverse  with 
chestnut  and  faded  red  reverse.  Deep  orange  lustre  is  noted 
among  the  lettering  around  the  reverse  perimeter.  A  delight¬ 
ful  half  cent. 

1045  1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  steel  brown  with  traces  of 
faded  mint  red  when  held  at  the  proper  angle  to  a  light  source. 
Sharply  struck  with  lovely  surfaces,  a  coin  of  exceptional  qual¬ 
ity. 

1046  1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  RB.  Very  nearly  full  red  with  light  bluish 
brown  only  on  the  high  points.  Minor  reverse  spots  are  noted. 
A  very  attractive  half  cent. 

1047  Pair  of  half  cents  grading  MS-60:  ☆  1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date. 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces  43  1853  B-l,  C-l.  Reddish 
brown  surfaces  with  blue  highlights.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1048  Grouping  of  half  cents:  43  1851  B-l,  C-L  Al  >0.  Rich  brown 
surfaces  ☆  1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Medium  brown  surfaces 
with  magenta  highlights  43  1854  B-2,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  AU-50. 
Cleaned  long  ago  now  starting  to  retone  43  1855  B-l,  Cl.  AU- 
55.  Magenta  and  blue  highlights  over  soli  brown  surfaces  >-■ 
1856  B-2,  C-l.  AU-50.  Rich  brown  surfaces  ☆  1857  B-l,  C-l. 
MS-60.  Splashes  of  mint  red  at  the  rims.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1855  Half  Cent 

From  the  Norweb  Collection 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1049  1855  B-l,  C-1.  Rarity-5+.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lovely  deep 
orange  with  a  trace  of  light  olive  on  the  reverse.  Reflective 
fields  with  lightly  frosted  devices.  This  is  a  superb  example  for 
the  date  or  type  collector.  Described  in  our  Norweb  catalogue 
as:  “A  glittering  gem  specimen  in  nearly  full  original  mint  bril¬ 
liance,  with  some  flecks  of  light  natural  brown  toning  on  the 
obverse  and  a  whisper  of  light  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse. 
A  simply  superb  example.” 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  Proof  half  cents  dated  1855  are  much 
rarer  than  those  of  the  following  year,  1856.  We  probably  handle  two  or 
three  of  the  1856  issues  for  every  single  example  of  1855. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  October  1987,  Lot  135. 
Previously  from  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  Farish  Baldenhofer  Collection, 
1955,  Lot  124. 


1050  1855  B-l,  C-1.  MS-64  RD.  Exciting  quality  with  a  few  very  mi¬ 
nor,  microscopic  spots  noted.  A  small  planchet  void  on  the 
obverse  rim  at  4:00  appears  to  be  exactly  as  struck.  Probably  a 
small  planchet  lamination  fell  out  either  before  or  after  strik¬ 
ing.  The  bright  orange  mint  lustre  matches  the  interior  por¬ 
tion  of  this  void. 

1051  1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  brown  with  a  few  mi¬ 
nor  surface  abrasions  expected  at  this  grade  level.  A  pleasing, 
sharply  struck  example. 
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Large  Cents _ 

Our  offering  of  large  copper  cents  commences  with  the  first 
year  of  issue,  1 793,  for  which  an  example  of  the  Chain  AMERI. 
is  presented.  The  listing  continues  through  later  types,  con¬ 
cluding  with  two  nice  examples  of  the  last  year  of  issue,  1857. 


Pleasing  1793  Chain  AMERI  Cent 

The  First  Federal  Copper  Cent 


1052  1793  Sheldon-1.  Rarity-4-.  Chain,  AMERI.  VG-8.  This  is  a  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  our  first  large  cent  issue.  The  Chain 
AMERI  variety  is  first  in  the  emission  sequence  as  established 
through  die  state  evidence,  thus  is  the  very  first  large  cent 
struck.  Light  brown  with  very  faint  blue  toning.  A  few  minor 
rim  bruises  are  present  on  the  reverse  and  the  surfaces  display 
very  minor  abrasions.  An  aesthetically  pleasing  example.  If  you 
have  been  searching  long  and  hard  for  a  desirable  example 
from  this  die  marriage,  your  wait  may  soon  be  over. 


Important  1794  Sheldon-51  Cent 


1055  1796  S-89.  Rarity-3+.  Liberty  Cap.  F-12.  Very  attractive  olive- 
brown  with  minor  pitting  on  the  obverse  including  a  small 
patch  of  corrosion  below  the  cap.  Pleasing  surfaces  overall. 
This  is  a  very  elusive  variety  with  the  finest  known  grade  just 
VF-30. 


1056  1796  S-97.  Rarity-3+.  Reverse  of  1796.  Net  F-12;  sharpness  of 
EF-45,  but  porous,  bent  and  straightened.  Dark  olive-brown 
surfaces.  An  interesting  coin  that  is  reminiscent  of  a  1796 
Draped  Bust  cent  handled  by  us  as  part  of  the  Robert  W. 
Miller,  Sr.  Collection;  that  example  reportedly  found  under  an 
old  ship  mast,  placed  there  as  a  token  of  good  luck.  The  Miller 
coin  was  an  example  of  Sheldon-92. 

1057  1797  S-141.  Rarity-4+.  Reverse  of  1797.  Net  F-15;  sharpness  of 
VF-30,  light  porosity.  Olive-brown  with  hints  of  underlying 
light  tan.  Later  die  state  with  a  heavy  reverse  die  crack. 


1053  1794  S-51.  Rarity-5-.  Head  of  1794.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of 
EF-45,  pitted  with  tooled  fields.  The  obverse  is  medium  brown 
with  light  tan  highlights  on  the  devices.  The  reverse  is  darker 
with  maroon  patina.  A  very  attractive  early  cent  despite  the 
obligatory  description.  This  is  a  very  scarce  variety  and  is 
among  the  finer  examples  known.  Based  on  the  sharpness,  this 
is  equivalent  to  the  very  finest  known  of  the  variety.  An  impor¬ 
tant  offering. 


1054  1794  S-65.  Head  of  1794.  VF-25.  Early  die  state  with  the  re¬ 
verse  crack  from  the  border  just  reaching  the  final  S,  extend¬ 
ing  no  further.  Smooth  deep  olive-brown  surfaces  with  a  small 
planchet  defect  between  the  obverse  border  at  9:30  and  the 
cap. 


Lovely  1802  Large  Cent 
Sheldon-232 
Blundered  LIBERTY 


1058  1802  S-232.  AU-55.  Lustrous  deep  brown  with  very  sharp  de¬ 
sign  details.  A  few  minor  surface  abrasions  are  noted,  includ¬ 
ing  a  thin,  old  scratch  on  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck.  A  very 
pleasing,  lovely  example  of  this  variety.  The  obverse  die  was 
blundered  by  the  engraver,  who  initially  left  the  T  out  of  LIB¬ 
ERTY.  He  then  had  to  punch  a  T  over  the  first  Y  and  add  an¬ 
other  Y  in  the  proper  location.  Nearly  Condition  Census  level. 

1059  Quartette  of  large  cents:  ☆  1803  S-260.  Small  Date,  Large  Frac¬ 
tion.  F-15.  Rich  brown  surfaces  ☆  1838  Newcomb-7.  EF-45. 
Medium  brown  surfaces  ☆  1845  N-2  AU-50.  Attractive  dark 
brown  surfaces  ☆  1851  N-29.  MS-60.  Lustrous  olive-brown  sur¬ 
faces.  (Total:  4  pieces) 
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Pleasing  1812  Large  Cent 


1060  1812  S-288.  AU-58.  Lustrous  light  tan  with  areas  of  darker 
brown.  A  few  very  faint  hairline  scratches  are  present  at  the 
lower  obverse.  An  extremely  important  opportunity  for  the 
date,  type,  or  variety  collector.  Considerable  aesthetic  appeal. 

In  general,  cents  of  the  Classic  Head  type  1808-1814  are  quite  difficult  to 
obtain  in  higher  grades,  more  so  than  generally  realized. 


1061  1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  olive-brown  with  very 
faint  traces  of  original  mint  red  on  the  reverse.  A  desirable 
Randall  Hoard  cent,  sure  to  please. 

First  year  of  issue  of  the  so-called  Matron  Head  type,  a  designation  which 
probably  originated  with  Ken  Bressett,  who  at  one  time  sought  to  furnish 
descriptions  for  die  different  American  coinage  motifs  that  did  not  already 
have  them.  Beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  we  think  that  Matron 
Head  cents,  which  continued  through  the  1830s,  are  quite  attractive  today. 
However,  not  everyone  agrees. 

1062  1818  N-10.  MS-62  BN.  A  delightful  example  from  the  Randall 
Hoard  with  attractive,  lustrous  surfaces,  primarily  deep  brown 
with  blue  highlights.  The  obverse  has  a  circular  die  crack 
through  the  date  and  stars  which  instantly  identifies  this  vari¬ 
ety. 

1063  1818  N-10.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  lightly  cleaned.  Pri¬ 
marily  light  orange  with  bluish  brown  on  the  very  highest 
points  and  along  the  border. 


1064  1820  N-13.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Another  Randall  Hoard  vari¬ 
ety,  this  with  a  circular  obverse  die  crack  similar  to  the  1818  N- 
10  offered  above.  Lustrous  medium  tan  with  olive  overtones. 
Sharply  struck  as  are  all  examples  of  this  variety.  A  superb  coin 
for  your  date  or  type  collection. 

Of  all  the  various  coins  included  in  the  Randall  Hoard,  dated  from  1816 
to  1820,  the  two  most  plentiful  are  1818  Newcomb-10  and  1820  Newcomb- 
13.  These  two  varieties  probably  total  75%  of  the  entire  hoard.  Interestingly, 
both  have  very  similar  circular  die  cracks  connecting  the  top  of  the  date  and 
all  interior  star  points. 

1065  1820  N-13.  MS-64  RB.  Nearly  full  bright  orange  mint  lustre 
with  just  a  few  splashes  of  brown.  A  planchet  lamination  mark 
joins  star  13  to  the  border. 

1066  1820  N-13.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN.  Medium  brown  is  blended 
with  lighter  tan  and  splashes  of  mint  red.  An  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  example.  An  ideal  type  coin  with  bold  design  details. 


1067  1823/2  N-l.  Overdate.  F-15.  Steel  brown  surfaces  and  as  nice 
as  possible  for  the  grade.  Truly  choice  surfaces;  this  is  one  o( 
the  best  Fine-15  examples  we  have  handled.  A  rare  and  popu¬ 
lar  date,  a  key  to  the  series. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  S.S.  Forrest,  Jr.  Collection,  September  1972, 
Lot  682. 


1068  1835  N-19.  Rarity-6-.  Head  of  1836.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  Very 
dark  brown  with  lighter  tan  on  the  high  points  of  the  devices. 
A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  rare  variety,  unknown  to 
Howard  Newcomb  and  discovered  in  1982  by  John  Wright. 

Whenjohn  Wright's  reference.  The  Cent  Book  1816-1839,  was  published  in 
1992,  he  noted  the  existence  of  20  examples  of  this  variety  with  only  three 
better  than  Very  Fine.  A  recent  issue  of  Copper  Quotes  by  Robinson  lists  this 
variety  as  Rarity-5,  suggesting  that  more  than  30  examples  are  known,  how¬ 
ever,  only  10  coins  are  included  in  the  census  listing  down  to  VF-20.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  “low  Rarity-6”  is  a  more  accurate  indication  of  the  true  rarity  of 
this  variety. 

1069  Pair  of  large  cents,  both  MS-60:  ☆  1837  N-7.  Light  tan  with 
darker  brown  ☆  1851  N-6.  Olive  and  chestnut  brown.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

1070  Attractive  pair  of  large  cents:  ☆  1838  N-6.  AU-55  ☆  1852  N-3. 
MS-61  BN.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1071  Trio  of  large  cents  graded  AU-50  by  ANACS:  ☆  1846  N-2.  Small 
Date  ☆  1848  N-14.  Rarity-4-  ☆  1851  N-8.  Rarity-3-.  Each  piece 
displays  attractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


1072  1848  N-38.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Considerable  original  mint  red 
lustre  is  mixed  with  deep  brown.  Very  pleasing  surfaces  with 
just  a  few  very  minor  abrasions.  This  is  an  extremely  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Solidly  within  the  Condition 
Census  for  this  variety  which  extends  as  low  as  EF-40,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  one  of  the  very  finest  currently  identified. 

1073  1851  N-2.  MS-64  RB.  An  attractive  glossy  red  and  brown  ex¬ 
ample.  Some  weakness  of  strike  is  noted  at  Liberty’s  hair  curls. 
In  addition,  one  small  contact  mark  is  noted  in  the  left  obverse 
field. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Frontenac  Collection,  November  1991,  Lot 
1653. 
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1851  N-5.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example  for  the  date 
or  type  collector,  or  for  the  variety  enthusiast.  Lustrous  me¬ 
dium  brown  with  considerable  mint  red,  the  surfaces  virtually 
flawless.  Just  a  dozen  Mint  State  examples  of  this  variety  are 
currently  known  with  this  example  definitely  at  the  top  of  the 
list. 

1853  N-14.  MS-60.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  lustrous  and 
choice.  Slightly  weak  at  the  lower  obverse  and  corresponding 
reverse. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet,  November  1997,  Lot 
130. 

Trio  of  large  cents:  ☆  1854  N-13.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  BN.  Attrac¬ 
tive  surfaces  ☆  1855  N-9.  Knob  on  Ear.  AU-50.  Smooth  brown 
surfaces  ☆  1856  N-7.  LJpright  5.  MS-62  BN.  Splashes  of  mint 
red  visible.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


Small  Cents 

Our  offering  of  small  cents  begins  with  the  first  circulating 
issue,  the  1857  Flying  Eagle,  and  continues  to  include  many 
interesting  pieces  within  the  Indian  and  Lincoln  series. 

1080  Elying  Eagle  and  Indian  cent  quartette:  ☆  1857  MS-61  ☆  1859 
Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  MS-60  with  corrosion  ☆  1863  MS-63 
☆  1907  MS-64  RD.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Choice  Mint  State  1858/7  Cent 


1077  1855  N-4.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Deep  steel  brown  obverse 
with  splashes  of  lighter  tan  around  the  devices,  faded  from 
mint  red.  Similar  reverse  with  considerable  deep  orange  mint 
lustre.  An  attractive  and  desirable  example. 

1078  1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Reddish  brown  surfaces,  pri¬ 
marily  fiery  original  mint  red.  An  outstanding  specimen,  con¬ 
dition-wise,  of  the  last  year  of  the  large  cent.  It  has  been  our 
experience  that  1857  large  cents  with  any  mint  red  are  a  rare 
species,  and  those  with  nearly  full  original  mint  red  are  ex¬ 
tremely  rare. 

Although  Mint  reports  state  that  333,456  were  produced,  it  is  believed 
that  many,  if  not  the  majority,  of  these  were  held  back  and  melted.  The 
number  actually  released  may  have  been  under  100,000.  In  old  hoards  of 
mixed-date  large  cents  taken  from  circulation,  1857  copper  cents  were  few 
and  far  between,  indicating  a  rarity  much  greater  than  the  mintage  figure 
suggests. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Kissel  and  Victoria  Collections,  September 
1989,  Lot  2003. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1081  1858/7  Overdate.  MS-64  (NGC).  This  popular  overdate  dis¬ 
plays  lustrous  light  tan  with  splashes  of  deeper  brown  and  a 
few  reverse  spots.  Sharply  struck  although  the  tail  feathers  are 
slightly  weak.  Intermediate  die  state  with  the  overdate  feature 
visible,  however,  not  bold.  Other  diagnostics  of  this  obverse 
die  include  a  die  chip  centered  in  the  field  between  85  and  the 
eagle,  and  the  broken  wing  with  the  very  tip  of  the  eagle’s  right 
wing  isolated  in  the  field  between  OF  and  AMERICA. 

A  popular  variety  today,  this  overdate  was  discovered  by  Walter  Breen  in 
1957,  but  it  took  quite  a  few  years  before  it  was  widely  recognized  and  de¬ 
sired. 


1079  1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  MS-63  RB.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
exhibiting  about  50%  original  fiery  mint  red  blended  with  light 
brown.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  acquire  in  this  grade.  Slight 
weakness  is  noted  among  the  top  hair  strands  and  hair  bun 
and  the  lower  right  wreath. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Kissell  and  Victoria  Collections,  September 
1989,  Lot  49. 


1082  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64.  An  especially  sharply  struck  speci¬ 
men  with  excellent  detail  in  all  areas.  Medium  golden  brown 
toning.  A  splendid  example  at  the  grade  level. 

1083  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  with  lovely  golden 
tan  lustre  featuring  rose  and  faint  blue  toning.  A  delightful  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  cent  with  high  border  at  top  of  the  obverse. 

1084  1859  Indian.  MS-64.  Lustrous  deep  tan  with  streaks  of  ma¬ 
hogany  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  lighter  tan  lustre.  A 
very  nice  example  of  the  first  Indian  Head  cent  issue. 


1085  Pair  of  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆  1859  Net  MS-62;  sharpness  of 
MS-64  but  weakly  struck  with  an  obverse  planchet  flaw  ☆  1862 
MS-62.  (Total;  2  pieces) 
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1092  1867  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  pale  orange 
Proof  surfaces  and  sharp  design  details.  Moderate  cameo  con¬ 
trast  is  noted  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  A  few  minute  spots 
are  visible  with  magnification. 

Probably  about  850  to  1,000  Proofs  were  distributed. 


1086  1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-64.  Very  sharply  defined  light  tan 
with  reflective  fields.  A  few  very  minor  spots  are  visible  on  the 
obverse.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the  new  reverse  type  with 
shield  atop  an  oak  wreath. 

Although  it  is  believed  that  over  1,000  Proofs  were  minted,  it  is  unlikely 
that  more  than  500  or  so  actually  were  distributed. 

1087  Pair  of  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆  1860  MS-64  ☆  1882  Proof-64  RB. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 


1088  1861  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with  light  golden  tan  lus¬ 
tre  and  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  Attractive  lustre  is  dis¬ 
played  with  reasonably  sharp  design  details,  slightly  weak  only 
at  the  very  tips  of  the  feathers.  A  scarce  date  that  is  seldom 
found  in  such  high  quality. 

Scarcest  business  strike  issue  among  copper-nickel  Indian  cents  1859- 
1864. 


Intriguing  1863  Proof  Indian  Cent 

From  Dies  of  Bronze  Transitional  Pattern 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1089  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  with  light  grayish 
tan  displaying  pink  and  faint  teal  toning  highlights.  The  dies 
are  aligned  180°  from  normal,  such  alignment  only  mentioned 
in  the  literature  for  bronze  composition  transitional  patterns. 
In  fact,  this  coin  exhibits  specific  die  characteristics  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  Judd-299  pattern.  Apparently  a  few  such  pieces 
are  known,  however,  this  is  the  first  example  specifically  seen 
with  medallic  die  alignment.  Most  likely  the  coinage  press  was 
set  up  for  production  of  the  bronze  patterns  then  used  to 
strike  a  small  number  of  Proof  copper-nickel  composition 
coins  for  normal  distribution.  No  doubt  this  issue  is  extremely 
rare  with  this  alignment.  For  the  specialist  in  the  Indian  cent 
series  as  well  as  the  pattern  collector  this  is  an  item  of  para¬ 
mount  importance. 

1090  1865  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Light  tan  faded  from  original  red. 
Traces  of  darker  toning  are  visible  on  the  reverse.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  Proof. 


Important  Mint  State  1869  Cent 

Full  Mint  Red 
Rare  and  Desirable 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1093  1869  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  the  Normal  Date 
variety  with  full  red  lustre,  which  is  quite  unusual.  A  few  minor 
toning  spots  are  present  in  the  left  obverse  field.  Most  surviv¬ 
ing  1869  Indian  cents,  if  Mint  State,  are  browrn  or  red  and 
brown  with  very  little  red  mint  lustre  remaining.  This  lovely 
gem  will  certainly  capture  the  specialist’s  attention. 


Exceedingly  Important  1872  Indian 

Doubled  2  in  Date 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1094  1872  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  An  important  variety  with  doubling 
visible  above  the  top  curve  of  2.  Fully  brilliant  orange  mint  lus¬ 
tre  with  just  a  hint  of  light  brown  on  the  highest  points  of  the 
devices.  Sharply  struck  with  full  diamonds  and  feather  tips  on 
the  obverse,  and  strong  wreath  details  on  the  reverse.  Only  the 
top  right  corner  of  the  shield  is  slightly  weak.  A  few  very  minor 
abrasions  are  visible,  however,  the  surfaces  are  free  of  any 
spots.  A  very  impressive  high-grade  example  of  this  scarce  In¬ 
dian  cent  date. 

A  pair  of  thin  die  cracks  connect  the  tops  of  MERICA. 


1095  1874  MS-65  RB.  Very  close  to  full  red,  indeed,  with  light  or¬ 
ange  lustre  on  the  obverse,  deeper  orange  on  reverse.  The  re¬ 
verse  lustre  is  just  beginning  to  fade  to  light  brown.  Sharply 
struck  and  quite  desirable. 
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1096  1877  F-15.  A  lovely  chestnut  brown  example  of  this  key  date, 
with  minor  surface  abrasions  as  expected.  This  is  the  date  usu¬ 
ally  lacking  when  collections  are  sold.  For  the  collector  of  nice 
circulated  Indian  cents  who  has  been  waiting  for  just  the  right 
coin,  your  patience  may  now  be  rewarded. 

1097  Trio  of  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆  1883  Net  Proof-60;  better  de¬ 
scribed  as  Proof-64  but  dipped  long  ago  ☆  1905  MS-65  RB  ☆ 
1908-S  MS-60,  cleaned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

The  1905  issue  is  from  our  sale  of  the  Frontenac  Collection,  Novem¬ 
ber  1991,  Lot  1660. 

1098  1886  Type  1.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  A  lovely  Proof  with  reflective 
satiny  Fields,  not  deeply  mirrored,  therefore  typical  of  many 
Proof  Indian  cents  from  the  decade.  Gold  and  blue  irides¬ 
cence  adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  provided  by  pinkish  orange 
mint  lustre.  In  Mint  State  or  circulated  grades,  1886  Type  I 
cents  are  more  common  than  Type  II.  In  Proof  quality,  how¬ 
ever,  the  jury  is  still  out  with  rarity  roughly  equal.  Most  observ¬ 
ers  now  believe  that  Type  1  Proofs  are  slightly  more  plentiful. 

Rare  1886  Type  I  Indian  Cent 

Fully  Red  Mint  State 


1099  1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Truly  gem  quality  with  sharp 
designs  and  gorgeous  golden  orange  mint  lustre.  Very  seldom 
does  a  fully  red  gem  1886  Indian  cent  appear  on  the  market. 
We  are  delighted  to  provide  this  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist. 


1 100  1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Light  brown  obverse  with  con¬ 
siderable  mint  red;  lovely  teal  and  amber  reverse  with  a  ring  of 
mint  red  outside  the  wreath.  Sharply  struck  and  wonderful. 

1101  1886  Type  II.  Proof-64  RB  (ANACS).  Light  brownish  orange 
with  amply  reflective  fields  and  frosted  devices.  Somewhat 
scarcer  than  the  Type  I  issue. 

1102  1889  MS-65  RD  (ANACS).  Frosty  light  pinkish  orange  with  a 
splash  of  gold  and  brown  on  the  reverse.  A  few'  minor  spots 
are  mentioned  for  accuracy. 

1103  1892  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Bright  orange  lustre  with  just  a  trace 
of  brown.  A  few  minor  spots  are  noted. 

1 104  1893  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  A  superb  example  with  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal  galore!  Sharply  struck  with  weakness  at  the  tips  of  only 
the  first  two  feathers.  Full  bright  orange  mint  lustre  with  sur¬ 
faces  free  of  any  blemishes.  While  considered  a  common  date, 
the  1893  is  still  quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level. 

1 105  Trio  of  Indian  Head  cents,  each  graded  MS-64  RD  by  PCGS: 

☆  1895  ☆  1896  ☆  1898.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


1 106  Pair  of  1897  Indian  cents:  ☆  Proof-65  BN  ☆  MS-65  RB.  (Total: 
2  pieces) 

The  Proof  example  is  from  our  sale  of  the  Frontenac  Collection, 
November  1991,  Lot  1034. 

1 107  1899  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  orange  lustre  with  amber 
and  pink  toning  highlights.  A  small  reverse  nick  is  visible  on  an 
otherwise  superb  gem  Indian  cent. 

Incredible  Gem  1902  Indian  Cent 


1108  1902  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  Fiery  bright  orange  mint  lustre  with 
pristine  surfaces.  A  few  microscopic  marks  keep  this  from  per¬ 
fect  MS-70  quality!  A  gem  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 

1109  1907  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lovely  Proof  surfaces  display  deep 
orange  mint  lustre  with  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck  and  very  attractive  with  only  minute  spots  and  blem¬ 
ishes.  Lowest  mintage  Proof  issue  of  the  era. 

1110  1909  Indian.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Very  pleasing  light  orange 
Proof  surfaces  with  moderate  cameo  contrast.  A  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  year  for  the  Indian  cent  design,  a  transi¬ 
tional  issue  struck  prior  to  introduction  of  the  Lincoln  design 
commemorating  the  centennial  of  our  16th  President’s  birth. 


1111  1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  lustre  with  a 
few  minor  surface  marks.  An  altogether  attractive  example  of 
the  final  Indian  cent  issue.  Quite  sharply  struck,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  Slight  weakness  is  noted  at  the  feather  tips  in  the 
headdress. 

A  key  issue  for  decades,  the  1909-S  was  minted  only  to  the  extent  of 
309,000  pieces. 

1112  1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  of 
the  first  Lincoln  cent  issue  from  our  western  most  mint.  Bright 
golden  orange  mint  lustre,  typical  of  all  gem  examples  of  this 
issue.  Sharply  struck  and  extremely  attractive. 


1113  1914-D  MS-63  BN.  A  key  date  in  the  Lincoln  series,  one  of  die 
scarcest  issues  in  Mint  State  preservation.  Attractive  medium 
brown  with  hints  of  bluish  iridescence,  blended  with  consider¬ 
able  orange  mint  lustre.  Author  David  Lange  noted  “Like  the 
1909-S  V.D.B.,  this  issue  sells  very  quickly  to  both  specialists 
and  those  simply  intrigued  by  its  aura.” 
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Amazing  1916-D  Lincoln  Cent 


1114  1916-D  MS-66  RD.  At  first  glance,  this  lovely  gem  has  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  bright  matte  Proof,  except  for  the  mintmark.  An 
extraordinary  strike  with  exceptional  obverse  and  reverse  defi¬ 
nition.  Brilliant  satiny  orange  lustre,  with  a  very  mild  “orange 
peel”  effect.  Any  1916-D  Lincoln  that  displays  full  original  red 
is  an  extreme  rarity. 


1115  1918-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Delightful  light  orange  mint  bril¬ 
liance  with  just  a  very  faint  trace  of  brown  and  a  few  micro¬ 
scopic  spots.  An  appealing  example  for  the  specialist. 


1116  1919-S  MS-64  RD.  Satiny  golden  orange  lustre  is  very  slightly 
subdued.  Another  choice  early  Lincoln  cent  that  is  quite 
scarce  in  higher  grades  with  original  brilliance. 

As  with  most  branch  mint  Lincoln  cents  from  the  1910s  and  1920s,  this 
example  is  quite  common  in  lower  grades  (Extremely  Fine  coins  are  worth  a 
couple  dollars)  but  emerges  as  a  significant  rarity  in  choice  to  gem  Mint 
State. 


1117  1920-S  MS-64  RD  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck  with  golden  oi 
ange  mint  lustre  and  a  cobweb  pattern  of  faint  brown  toning. 
Although  Mint  State  coins  are  not  rare,  they  are  very  elusive 
with  original  red  and  also  a  sharp  strike.  The  combination  of 
both  characteristics  makes  this  coin  quite  desirable,  indeed. 

1118  1921-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  very  important  opportunity.  This 
lovely  golden  orange  example  is  quite  sharply  struck  with  full 
hair  details  and  sharp  wheat  ears.  The  difference  in  value  be¬ 
tween  MS-64  and  MS-65  should  be  carefully  considered,  as  we 
feel  this  coin  may  actually  qualify  for  the  higher  grade. 

1119  1922  No  D.  F-15.  Smooth  light  brown  with  pleasing  obverse 
and  reverse  surfaces.  From  Die  Pair  2  with  weak  obverse  and 
strong  reverse.  This  is  the  only  die  pair  now  considered  to  be 
the  true  No  D  variety.  The  others,  die  pairs  1  and  3,  have  weak 
reverses. 

Accompanied  by  ANACS  Certificate  of  Authenticity. 

1 120  1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  orange  with  sharp  de¬ 
sign  details.  A  few  minute  spots  are  noted.  This  is  a  very  scarce 
issue  in  full  original  red  and  additionally  scarce  with  a  full 
strike. 


1121  1926-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Quite  sharply  struck  with  very  slight 
weakness  on  the  obverse.  Light  brown  faded  from  mint  red 
with  a  few  light  spots. 
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1943-S  Bronze  Lincoln  Cent  Rarity 

King  of  the  Small  Cents 
Nationwide  Publicity  Item! 


1122  1943-S  bronze  or  “copper”  cent.  VF-35  (PCGS).  One  of 
America’s  most  famous  “popular”  rarities.  Medium  to  deep  tan- 
nish  brown  with  lighter  high  points.  A  minuscule  obverse  edge 
bump  is  seen  at  12:00,  and  a  few  other  light  marks  are  noted, 
commensurate  with  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  in  all  ar¬ 
eas,  a  notable  diagnostic  of  the  date  (the  steel  cents  of  1943  were 
struck  under  considerably  higher  pressure  than  that  normally 
used  for  bronze  cent  production,  with  extremely  sharp  devices 
the  result  for  the  few  bronze  pieces  of  the  date  struck  in  error). 
Additionally,  the  weight  is  as  might  be  expected  for  a  coin  that 
spent  some  time  in  circulation,  being  only  slightly  below  that  of 


the  norm  for  bronze  cents  of  the  era.  Finally,  the  coin  is  not  at¬ 
tracted  to  a  magnet  (steel  is  attracted,  bronze  is  not). 

Easily  one  of  the  best  known  rarities  in  U.S.  coinage,  the 
bronze  or  copper  cents  of  1943  were  issued  at  all  three  mints. 
The  bronze  pieces  from  Philadelphia  are  the  most  plentiful 
(yet  great  rarities  unto  themselves)  of  the  three  issues,  with 
perhaps  four  or  five  (perhaps  even  more  )  specimens  known 
for  every  S-mint  piece  currendy  known;  the  Denver  issue  is  the 
rarest  of  the  three  mint  products.  Always  desirable  and  ea¬ 
gerly  sought  by  Lincoln  cent  specialists  on  those  rare  occa¬ 
sions  when  a  genuine  specimen  surfaces;  this  coin  was  kept 
for  decades  by  the  current  consignor,  and  is  now  offered  to 
the  bidding  public  for  the  first  time. 

Weight:  46.8  grains  (3.02  grams). 

The  bronze  or  “copper”  cent  of  1943  has  long  held  a  secure  place  in 
the  pantheon  of  memorable  U.S.  coinage  rarities.  Part  of  its  fame,  in¬ 
deed,  a  goodly  portion  of  its  fame,  can  be  traced  to  the  1940s  and  1950s, 
an  era  when  the  Mint  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  date,  yet  coin  dealers 
offered  amazing  prices  for  a  specimen.  Advertised  in  mainstream  maga¬ 
zines  and  on  the  back  pages  of  comic  books,  the  fame  of  the  1943  “cop¬ 
per”  cent  spread  near  and  far  across  America.  Many  ads  featured  re¬ 
wards  for  the  coin,  typically  reading  Reward,  $3,000  For  This  Penny,  (the 
rewards  were  usually  for  $3,000  or  $10,000,  although  one  would-be 
buyer  offered  $9,785.01  for  a  specimen!).  An  entire  generation  rou¬ 
tinely  checked  its  pocket  change  for  this  great  rarity,  and  not  surpris¬ 
ingly,  a  few  specimens  were  actually  found,  the  first  of  these  found  in 
change  in  a  school  cafeteria  in  1947.  On  a  more  recent  note  (Spring 
1999),  national  news  programs  picked  up  a  story  about  a  fellow  in  the 
northwest  who  “accidentally”  spent  his  1943  bronze  cent.  Various  values 
were  given,  some  ranging  as  high  as  $500,000(1)  for  the  coin— basically  a 
case  of  an  ill-informed  news  media  giving  erroneous  information  to  an 
even  less  informed  public.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  (and  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  at  just  about  every  coin  shop  of  any  size  anywhere  in  the  country'), 
the  telephones  rang  non-stop  for  days  with  calls  from  people  who 
“found  a  1943  copper  penny,  and  what’s  it  worth?”  being  the  order  of 
the  day.  Indeed,  when  the  call  came  through  regarding  this  specimen,  it 
took  some  convincing  on  the  caller’s  part  to  pique  our  further  interest! 

Over  the  years  much  publicity  has  been  given  to  copper  or  bronze 
cents  dated  1943.  A  few  months  ago,  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  showcased  an  example  at  a  convention  in  Sacramento,  with  the  re¬ 
sult  that  dealers  were  besieged  with  telephone  calls  and  inquiries  from 
citizens  who  thought  they  had  a  rare  1943  copper  cent.  However,  with¬ 
out  exception,  to  our  knowledge,  all  proved  to  be  otherwise. 

However,  there  are  a  number  of  genuine  pieces  known,  of  which  the 
presently  offered  piece  is  one  example.  Most  known  pieces— perhaps 
one  to  two  dozen  totally— are  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  San  Francisco 
and  Denver  pieces  are  much  more  elusive. 

The  present  coin  has  been  retained  for  a  long  time  by  the  current  con¬ 
signor,  has  been  recently  certified  by  PCGS,  and  is  now  offered  on  the 
market  for  the  first  time.  The  standard  reference  on  the  subject,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David  W.  Lange,  1996,  devotes  sev¬ 
eral  pages  to  these  and  related  issues.  He  noted  that  of  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  1943  bronze  cents,  “Only  10  examples  have  been  confirmed  and 
documented  as  struck  in  bronze.  A  few  more  may  possibly  exist,  but  the 
figure  of  40  pieces  published  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  is  with¬ 
out  foundation. ..these  coins  were  almost  certainly  struck  in  error,  al¬ 
though  the  temptation  to  create  bronze  novelties  would  have  been  great 
indeed...” 

David  Lange  went  on  to  relate  some  of  the  romance  and  lore  surround¬ 
ing  the  issue.  He  also  took  note  of  an  offering  by  our  firm  in  1981  of  a 
Philadelphia  Mint  1943  bronze  cent,  EF  grade,  that  sold  for  $10,000,  this 
particular  piece  having  been  traced  back  to  the  late  John  R.  Sinnock,  chief 
engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint  from  1925  to  1947. 

Regarding  the  1943-D  bronze  cent,  David  Lange  commented  suc¬ 
cinctly,  “Only  a  single  specimen  has  been  authenticated.”  Further, 
“Though  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  refers  to  the  24  examples  that 
are  known  of  the  1943-D  cent  in  bronze,  this  figure  was  entirely  without 
foundation...” 

Concerning  the  San  Francisco  version,  as  offered  here,  Lange  wrote: 
"Walter  Breen’s  estimate  of  about  six  examples  known  seems  to  be  accu¬ 
rate,  although  only  four  coins  have  been  certified  as  genuine.  None  of 
these  graded  below  EF...”  The  presently  offered  coin  was  not  known  to 
David  Lange  when  he  wrote  his  book. 

To  the  advanced  collector  of  Lincoln  cents  who  would  like  both  a  rar¬ 
ity  and  an  outstanding  conversation  piece,  the  current  coin  has  much  to 
offer.  No  doubt  it  will  attract  a  great  deal  of  attention  as  it  crosses  the 
block. 
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Mint  State  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1123  1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  An  important 
example  displaying  bright  orange  mint  lustre  with  streaks  and 
splashes  of  dark  toning,  especially  on  the  obverse.  Most  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  popular  variety  are  found  fully  brown  or  brown 
with  minor  traces  of  mint  red.  Examples,  such  as  this,  with 
complete  mint  red  are  extremely  rare.  This  is  a  very  popular 
doubled  die  variety  due  to  its  very  visible  doubling  and  its  early 
discovery  almost  immediately  after  striking.  One  of  the  earliest 
reports  appeared  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  in 
January  1956: 

“The  hurry-up  call  on  the  mints  this  fall  to  relieve  an  unforeseen  cent 
shortage  is  probably  the  reason  for  putting  into  use  an  obverse  cent  die 
which  is  very  much  ‘doubled.’  The  accompanying  enlarged  illustration 
shows  the  doubling  most  noticeably  on  the  letters  and  date  but  a  compari¬ 
son  of  a  normal  coin  and  one  of  these  pieces  reveals  that  Lincoln’s  features 
are  somewhat  flattened  out.  The  reverse  die  is  normal. 

“A  doubled  die  is  caused  by  a  lack  of  accurate  registration  between  blows 
on  the  hydraulic  press,  in  pressing  the  impression  from  the  master  hub  onto 
the  working  die  blank,  due  to  variation  in  malleability  of  the  steel  and  distor¬ 
tion  in  annealing. 

“The  illustration  was  made  from  a  specimen  furnished  by  Ameil  Druila, 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  who  reports  finding  six  specimens  in  three  different  rolls 
and  he  said  a  few  others  had  been  found  in  town.  W.S.  Meadows,  Newton 
Highlands,  Mass.,  also  wrote  that  he  found  a  specimen. 

“Mercury  dimes  from  ‘slightly’  doubled  dies  are  fairly  common—  but  this 
1955  cent  is  the  most  pronounced  double  yet  to  appear  in  a  long,  long  time. 
If  all  that  were  struck  went  into  circulation  in  Massachusetts,  we  trust  collec¬ 
tors  in  that  area  will  take  a  second  look  at  new  cents  they  receive  in  change.” 


1124  1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  MS-60, 
cleaned  and  artificially  toned.  Still  quite  attractive  and  cer¬ 
tainly  desirable. 

Two-Cent  pieces 

Our  offering  of  two-cent  pieces  includes  most  of  the  dates 
from  1 864  through  1872,  among  which  are  a  number  of  pieces 
of  exceptional  quality. 

1125  1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB.  Attractive  bright  orange  is 
blended  with  light  brown.  Numerous  die  cracks  around  the 
reverse  periphery  will  aid  identification  by  the  specialist. 

1126  1865  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Bright  orange  just  beginning  to  mel¬ 
low  with  a  darker  splash  of  toning  on  the  lower  horizontal 
shield  lines.  A  few  minor  spots  are  present,  primarily  on  the 
reverse. 

1127  1867  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Predominantly  deep  brown  with 
just  a  hint  of  orange  mint  surface  on  both  obverse  and  reverse. 
Reflective  fields  provide  a  background  for  frosted  devices. 


1 128  1868  Proof-65  RB.  A  satiny  gem  with  lightly  frosted  molifs  and 
mirrored  fields.  The  attractive  red  and  brown  blend  forms  a 
pleasing  woodgrain  effect  so  highly  desired  by  connoisseurs 
and  specialists. 


1129  1870  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  Bright  orange  Proof  surfaces  with 
mild  cameo  contrast.  An  attractive  Proof  for  the  date  or  type 
collector. 

1130  1871  Double  Motto.  Proof-64.  A  lovely  example  with  bright 
orange  reflective  Proof  surfaces.  Very'  choice  quality.  One  of 
the  finest  we  have  handled  at  this  grade  level. 

The  obverse  die  is  doubled,  most  prominent  on  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST.  All  1871  Proof  two-cent  pieces  are  from  two  different  obverse  dies, 
both  doubled. 

1131  1871  MS-64  RB.  A  lovely  Mint  State  example  with  deep  golden 
orange  mint  lustre  showing  traces  of  rose  toning.  Highly  at¬ 
tractive.  This  issue  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State  quality  with 

.  this  much  original  lustre.  Most  known  examples  are  fully 
brown  or  with  only  traces  of  mint  red. 

1132  1872  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  An  important  date  with  deep  or¬ 
ange  obverse  and  bright  greenish  gold  reverse.  A  desirable  is¬ 
sue  virtually  never  offered  in  high  levels  of  Mint  State,  thus 
placing  extra  demand  and  market  pressure  on  a  Proof  such  as 
this. 

NICKEL  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

Our  offering  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  emphasizes  high- 
quality  Proof  issues  among  which  will  be  found  many  popular 
low-mintage  dates. 

1 133  1870  Proof-64  (ANACS).  A  delightful  cameo  Proof  with  bluish 
gray  mirrored  surfaces,  light  amber  peripheral  toning,  and 
moderate  cameo  contrast.  The  Proof  mintage  is  unknown  but 
is  probably  somewhere  in  the  range  of  1,000  to  1,500  pieces. 

1134  1871  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  gray  cameo  Proof  with  moder¬ 
ately  reflective  fields.  Not  a  rare  issue,  however,  desirable  due 
to  the  scarcity  of  business  strikes. 

1135  1871  Proof-64.  Light  gray  nickel  surfaces  with  mild  Proof 
reflectivity.  Quite  sharply  struck  as  expected. 

1136  Trio  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  each  graded  Proof-64:  ☆ 

1873  (ANACS).  Light  gray  cameo  ☆  1874  (PCGS).  Subdued 
Proof  surfaces  ☆  1886  (NGC).  Brilliant  cameo  Proof.  Popular 
as  a  Proof-only  date.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1137  1874  Proof-64  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  gray  with  a  whisper  of 
champagne  toning.  A  few  minor  spots  are  noted.  The  obverse 
die  has  extensive  diagonal  die  striae  slanting  down  from  north¬ 
west  to  southeast. 

1 138  1876  Proof-66  Cameo  (ANACS).  Delicate  iridescent  toning  on 
obverse  and  reverse.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  centennial 
year  issue,  a  perennial  favorite. 
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Classic  1877  Proof  Rarity 


1139  1877  Proof-66  Cameo  (ANACS).  A  superb  gem  which  could 
just  as  easily  be  called  Proof-67  in  our  opinion.  Delicate  elec¬ 
tric  blue  and  magenta  toning  over  beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  the  classic  rarity  in  the 
nickel  three-cent  series,  a  coin  of  which  approximately  1,250 
were  struck  in  Proof  format— with  no  attended  business 
strikes. 

The  mintage  records  for  pre-1878  minor  coins  are  not  known,  and  “con¬ 
ventional  wisdom"  has  assign  many  estimates  to  the  1 877  Proof  Indian  cent 
and  nickel  three-cent  mintage,  with  510  being  a  popular  figure.  However, 
we  believe  that  1,250— still  making  it  an  absolute  rarity,  is  more  in  the 
ballpark. 


1140  1877  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  blue  toning  over  deep  mirror 
surfaces.  A  winning  specimen  at  this  grade  level,  and  early  certi¬ 
fication  that  would  not  surprise  us  if  it  were  to  merit  the  Proof- 
65  designation  today.  Check  it  out  during  the  lot  viewing  pro¬ 
cess! 


1141  1878  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  Proof  specimen  of  this 
the  second  rarest  date  in  the  nickel  three-cent  series.  Just  2,350 
were  struck  in  this  format  with  no  related  business  strikes.  The 
present  coin  is  a  nice  match  for  the  Proofs  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  that  have  been  listed  earlier— with  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  surfaces.  A  winner  from  any  aspect. 

1142  1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Another  specimen 
of  this  rare,  highly  prized  nickel  three-cent  issue. 

1143  1878  Proof-64.  Light  gray  with  moderate  cameo  contrast,  the 
lustrous  devices  framed  against  reflective  fields. 

1144  1879  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deep  mirror 
surfaces  with  just  a  nuance  of  champagne  toning. 

Popular  due  to  the  overall  low  mintage  (combined  Proof  and  business 
strike),  this  statement  being  true  for  all  issues  1879  through  1887  save  for 
the  solitary  1881. 

1145  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light 
gray  toning. 

1 146  1880  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  some  hints  of  light  gold 
and  brown  toning.  Some  satiny  characteristics  are  seen  in  the 
fields. 

Reverse  from  an  interestingly  relapped  die,  causing  the  ribbon  ends  to  be 
separate  “islands”  in  the  field. 


1147  1881  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light  golden 
brown  toning.  A  deep  strike,  probably  early  off  the  die  pair. 

While  the  1881  is  fairly  elusive  in  Proof  format— as  mintage  figures  indi¬ 
cate— quite  a  few  related  business  strikes  were  produced.  Thus,  the  Proofs  of 
this  date  do  not  command  the  attention  of  those  immediately  before  and 
after. 

1148  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  satiny,  more 
resembling  a  superb  gem  business  strike  than  a  Proof,  but  no 
doubt  struck  as  a  Proof.  A  very  appealing  coin  from  every  as¬ 
pect. 

1149  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deep  mirror  surfaces,  in 
fact,  especially  deep. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  study  the  Proofs  of  this  era,  their  individual  die 
characteristics  as  well  as  the  surface  finishes.  No  doubt  some  conclusions 
could  be  drawn. 

1 150  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  touch  of  golden  toning. 
Another  highly  popular  low-mintage  date. 

1151  1882  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning. 

1152  1883  Proof-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  blue  toning  over 
somewhat  satiny  surfaces  on  the  obverse  and  mirror  surfaces 
on  the  reverse.  A  nicer  Proof  of  this  date  cannot  be  imaged! 

1153  1883  Proof-66  (ANACS).  A  beautiful  gem  with  light  golden 
toning.  Another  high-grade  nickel  three-cent  piece. 

1154  1884  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Virtually  as 
nice  as  the  day  it  wras  struck. 

1155  Trio  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  each  graded  Proof-64  by 
PCGS:  ☆  1884.  Lightly  toned  with  satin  lustre  ☆  1885.  Light 
gray  cameo  ☆  1888.  Light  gray  cameo.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


1156  1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Another  superb  gem.  A  whisper  of 
blue  toning  is  seen  over  mirror  surfaces.  Elegant! 

1157  1885  Proof-63.  Light  gray  with  lightly  mirrored  fields,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  obverse.  Some  minor  spotting  is  noted  for  accu¬ 
racy.  Almost  all  known  examples  of  this  issue  are  Proofs;  just 
1,000  business  strikes  were  minted  with  very  few  survivors  in 
any  grade.  For  the  date  collector,  this  Proof  will  fill  the  bill. 


1158  1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Delicate  blue  toning  over  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  important  Proof-only  issue. 

1159  1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  with  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  and  pristine  surfaces.  We  might  have  been 
tempted  to  grade  this  even  higher  than  PCGS.  Extremely  bold 
details  with  a  light  clash  mark  and  a  die  crack  visible  on  the 
reverse. 
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1 160  1886  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Delicate  golden  and  magenta  toning 
over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Another  memorable  specimen  of 
this  important  and  highly  popular  date. 

1161  1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  a  hint  of 
champagne  toning. 


1162  1887/6  Overdate.  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Golden  patination  over 
mirror  surfaces.  An  especially  high-grade  coin. 

1163  1888  Proof-66  (NGC).  Mottled  light  brown  toning  over  mirror 
surfaces. 

1 164  1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mirror  sur¬ 
faces. 

1 165  1888  Proof-65.  A  whisper  of  rose  on  satiny  devices  and  mirror 
fields. 


Silver  three-Cknt  pieces 

Our  selection  of  silver  three-cent  pieces  includes  a  particu¬ 
larly  notable  1854,  an  exceedingly  rare  gem  Proof  1858,  and  a 
run  of  the  highly  prized  later  low-mintage  years. 

Gem  1853  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1169  1853  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  with  bright  frosty 
lustre  and  just  a  hint  of  toning,  primarily  on  the  reverse. 
Sharply  struck.  Final  year  of  the  Type  I  design  prior  to  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  outlines  around  the  obverse  star. 


1166  1889  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Hints  of  gold  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Brilliant  at  the  centers.  An  especially  high-grade  example 
of  the  last  date  of  the  denomination. 

1167  1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  At  first  glance  this  appears  to  be  a  busi¬ 
ness  strike,  however,  careful  examination  suggests  that  it  is,  in 
fact,  a  Proof  example.  Attractive  light  gray  with  slightly  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  mild  cameo  contrast. 

1168  1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  satiny  surfaces. 
In  an  “old”  PCGS  holder.  Today  some  would  call  this  quality 
Proof-66. 


Lustrous  1854  Silver  3£ 

Gem  Mint  State 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1170  1854  MS-65.  Speckled  silver  gray  and  golden  toning  on  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  for  the  type.  The  first  year  of 
Type  II  coinage  in  the  series. 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  were  struck  in  three  distinctive  types  during  their 
short  tenure  as  a  circulating  medium.  Type  1  issues,  1851-1853,  were  struck 
in  .750  fine  silver,  a  drastic  departure  from  the  standard  .900  fine  for  most 
other  U.S.  silver  coinage.  Additionally,  Type  I  issues  have  no  lines  around 
the  edge  of  the  obverse  star,  and  there  are  no  arrows  or  olive  sprig  in  the 
reverse  design.  Type  II  issues,  1854-1858,  have  two  distinct  lines  around  the 
obverse  star,  and  arrows  and  an  olive  sprig  have  been  added  to  the  reverse 
design.  The  Type  III  issues  have  a  single  line  around  the  outline  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  star.  The  Type  II  and  Type  III  issues  are  struck  in  .900  fine  silver,  thus 
bringing  the  series  in  line  with  the  other  circulating  silver  denominations  of 
the  era. 
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Proof  1858  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 

Important  Type  II  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


1171  1858  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  amazing  gem  with  deep  russet  and 
blue  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  with  heavy  obverse  die  striae 
slanting  up  to  the  left.  From  the  first  year  of  widespread  Proof 
distribution  to  collectors,  however,  still  quite  rare  and  desir¬ 
able.  Walter  Breen  suggested  that  three  to  four  dozen  survive 
out  of  an  original  production  in  the  neighborhood  of  60  to  75 
coins.  We  feel  he  was  low  on  both  accounts. 

It  is  believed  that  about  210  silver  Proof  sets  were  produced  this  year,  al¬ 
though  estimates  have  ranged  as  high  as  300  or  so,  and  as  low  as  60  to  75 
(Breen  furnishing  the  latter).  In  any  event,  the  number  of  pieces  surviving 
today  is  extremely  small,  probably  no  more  than  50  to  100  pieces  at  best,  of 
which  very  few  can  hold  a  candle  to  the  quality  of  the  piece  offered  here. 


1172  1860  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  light  brown  and  magenta  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  centers  gives  way  to  beautiful  electric  blue  at  the  bor¬ 
ders.  An  especially  eye-appealing  coin  that  no  doubt  traces  its 
ancestry  to  an  old-time  collection,  although  its  provenance  is 
not  preserved. 

On  the  reverse  are  some  lint  marks  made  during  the  striking  process, 
these  being  artifacts  of  stray  pieces  of  fiber  adhering  to  the  dies,  a  typical 
situation  for  silver  Proofs  of  the  era  (particularly  for  the  earlier  year  1858, 
less  so  for  1859  and  1860). 


High-Grade  1863/2  Trime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1175  1863/2  Breen-2944.  Overdate.  Proof-65.  Mottled  brown,  ma¬ 
genta,  and  golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces  on  the  obverse. 
Lightly  mottled  gold  toning  on  the  reverse.  A  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  variety  listed  in  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  as  1863-2  (see  footnote).  Breen-2944.  A  prize  item  for 
the  specialist  in  the  trime  series. 

Whether  or  not  this  is  really  an  overdate  is  a  matter  of  discussion  in  our 
opinion.  Without  question,  the  date  is  repunched,  but  whether  the  digit  2 
preceded  the  digit  3  is  open  to  question.  A  close  inspection  of  an  1862  re¬ 
veals  that  the  date  2  is  very  bold.  Thus,  it  seems  to  the  cataloguer  (QDB)  that 
if  this  were  overdated,  by  a  four-digit  1863  logotype  punch,  there  would  be 
ample  evidence  of  the  2  under  the  3.  To  be  sure,  there  is  a  trace  of  metal 
from  the  lower  left  of  the  3  extending  upward,  which  might  have  been  a  part 
of  the  2,  but  nothing  is  seen  below  the  3  to  indicate  the  base  of  a  2.  Perhaps 
if  a  photographic  overlay  were  made  of  both  logotypes,  the  matter  could  be 
resolved.  It  may  make  little  difference,  for  numismatists  tend  to  collect  what 
is  listed  in  the  reference  books,  and  this  “overdate"  is  well  credentialed  in 
this  regard. 


1176  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  over  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  beautiful,  very  impressive  coin,  which  is  fully 
equal  to  some  we  have  seen  certified  at  higher  grades,  say 
Proof-65  or  even  Proof-66.  A  winner  by  any  evaluation,  espe¬ 
cially  if  it  can  be  purchased  at  a  "Proof-64  price.” 


1173  1861  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  gray  toning  over  deep 
mirror  fields.  A  lint  mark  is  seen  at  the  center  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  on  the  reverse,  and  may  have  prompted  PCGS  to  grade 
this  Proof-64  rather  than,  say,  Proof-67. 

The  assigning  of  numerical  grades  can  be  argued  from  now  until  kingdom 
come,  and  from  a  technical  viewpoint  the  presence  of  a  lint  mark  has  noth¬ 
ing  at  all  to  do  with  grading.  However,  it  does  affect  the  market  value,  and 
quite  probably  the  Proof-64  represents  a  “market  grade."  In  any  event,  we 
are  confronted  with  a  piece  that  is  truly  beautiful  to  the  eye  and  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  seen. 

1174  1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning  over  mirror 
surfaces.  An  especially  attractive  example  of  this  Civil  War 
date. 


1177  1865  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Champagne  toning  over  deep  mirror 
surfaces.  A  truly  outstanding  example,  another  piece  that  will 
hold  its  own  with  those  we  have  seen  at  a  higher  grade.  Again, 
if  you  can  buy  this  a  “Proof-64”  price,  go  for  it!  Quality  such  as 
this  is  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1178  1866  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  iridescent  toning  over  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  rare  issue  by  any  accounting. 

We  note  that  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  gives  a  related  business 
strike  mintage  of  22,000  pieces.  While  we  do  not  presume  to  quarrel  with 
this,  we  can  unequivocally  state  that  business  strikes  are  few  and  far  between 
today,  and  if  this  very  large  quantity  (in  the  context  of  the  year)  was  actually 
made,  virtually  all  must  have  been  melted  later.  Today,  the  1866  is  rare  in 
any  and  all  grades,  and  in  high-grade  business  strike  form  is  far  rarer  than  a 
Proof. 

A  number  of  years  ago  we  had  discussions  with  Ken  Bressett  and 
Whitman  Publishing  Company  about  creating  a  reference  work  on  United 
States  coins  suitable  for  historians  and  specialists.  In  the  meantime,  the  ex¬ 
cellent  book,  Walter  Breen 's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins, 
was  published,  taking  some  of  the  edge  off  of  the  desirability  of  our  project. 
In  any  event,  nothing  further  ever  came  of  the  discussions,  and  later,  the 
Whitman  Publishing  Company,  issuers  of  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  changed  hands.  This  spring,  it  changed  hands  again  and  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  St.  Martin’s  Press.  Although  we  may  never  have  time  to  do  it, 


32 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 


it  would  be  interesting  to  go  through  the  United  States  series  from  colonials 
to  territorial  gold,  from  half  cents  to  double  eagles,  and  bring  together  un¬ 
der  two  covers  a  lot  of  information  relating  to  the  accuracy  of  mintage  fig¬ 
ures,  the  availability  of  coins  in  different  grade  levels,  and  more. 

1179  1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  toning  over  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  simply  gorgeous  1866  trime,  a  piece  that  is  worth 
more  than  a  typical  Proof-64,  as  even  a  cursory  examination  of 
the  piece  will  quickly  reveal.  This  brings  up  the  oft-repeated 
comment  that  numbers  can  be  one  thing,  and  quality  some¬ 
thing  else  entirely. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1 180  1867  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  characterized  by  mottled 
gold  and  magenta  toning  over  mirror  surfaces,  while  the  re¬ 
verse  is  virtually  fully  brilliant. 

Only  625  Proofs  were  made  this  year,  plus  4,000  business  strikes,  the  latter 
being  as  rare  as  the  proverbial  hen’s  teeth. 

The  reverse  of  this  piece  shows  some  interesting  raised  die  lines  at  the 
upper  right,  interesting  “markers”  serving  to  identify  the  die,  and,  in  fact, 
also  seen  on  the  other  1867  trimes  in  this  sale. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1181  1867  Proof-65.  Another  lovely  and  rare  1867,  the  present  coin 
having  champagne  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  A  tiny 
fleck  is  seen  at  the  star  border  on  the  obverse,  otherwise  we 
would  be  tempted  to  call  it  Proof-66. 

1182  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  toning  over  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  winning  coin  from  any  aspect,  a  coin  that  is  worth 
more,  in  our  opinion,  than  a  “Proof-64  price.”  What  a  pleasure 
it  is  to  catalogue  such  a  memorable  run  of  high-quality  pieces! 

1183  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  with  delicate 
toning. 

In  the  numismatic  marketplace,  high-quality  Proof  trimes  are  seen  on  oc¬ 
casion,  but  rarely  in  the  depth  and  breadth  found  in  the  present  sale.  We 
encourage  liberal  bids,  with  the  thought  that  the  winners  of  these  lots  will 
have  quality  that  will  be  very  difficult  to  duplicate  once  this  sale  is  over. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1 184  1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Mottled  light  electric  blue  and  magenta 
toning  over  mirror  fields.  Another  highly  prized  trime. 

1185  1868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  toning  over  mirror  fields.  A 
prize  coin  that  we  would  call  Proof-65  were  it  not  in  the  PCGS 
holder. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1186  1869  Repunched  69  in  Date.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Mottled  light 
magenta  toning  on  the  obverse,  with  some  splashes  of  sea 
green  around  the  star.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center, 
changing  to  a  nice  blend  of  gold  and  electric  blue  at  the  rims. 
A  rare  date  in  a  winning  grade. 

1187  1869  Net  Proof-64;  sharpness  of  Proof-66,  light  scratches  on 
the  denomination  on  the  reverse.  A  simply  gorgeous  coin  if 
viewed  from  the  obverse  only,  perhaps  a  candidate  to  put  in  an 
old-fashioned  coin  cabinet!  Perhaps  a  staple  brushed  against 
the  reverse  of  the  coin,  or  perhaps  there  is  some  other  expla¬ 
nation,  but  there  are  some  delicate  marks.  Except  for  this  the 
coin  is  truly  splendid. 


Superb  Gem  1870  Trime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1188  1870  Proof-66  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  magenta  toning  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  changing  to 
magenta  and  blue.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  rare  date. 

1 189  1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
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1870  Proof-64.  Ostensibly  a  beautiful  gem,  this  lovely  coin, 
brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning,  exhibits  three  tiny  lint 
marks  above  and  on  the  left  of  the  numeral  of  the  date.  While 
these  are  artifacts  of  the  striking  process  and  really  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the  grade,  we  assign  a  market  grade  of  Proof-64  to 
the  issue,  although  technically  it  could  be  called  a  Proof-65. 
The  piece  has  attractive  eye  appeal,  and  we  recommend  that 
prospective  bidders  examine  it  in  person. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1197  1873  Proof-64  (NGC).  Gray  and  gunmetal-blue  toning  on  the 
obverse,  light  blue  and  gold  iridescence  on  the  reverse. 

1198  1873  Proof-63  (NGC).  Mottled  light  brown  and  electric  blue 
toning.  Each  of  the  1873  trimes  in  this  section  have  very  nice 
eye  appeal. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1191  1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  toning  at  the  center 
changes  to  magenta  toning  at  the  borders.  Another  rare  date, 
one  typically  seen  only  in  Proof  finish,  rarely  in  business  strike 
form. 


Nickel  five-Cent  Pieces 

Our  offering  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  includes  examples  o 
the  Shield,  Liberty  Head,  and  Buffalo  types. 


1 192  1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  coin 
that  will  satisfy  the  most  discriminating  buyer,  even  someone 
looking  for  a  Proof-65. 

1 193  1871  Proof-64.  Intense  sea  green  and  electric  blue  toning  over 
most  of  the  obverse,  wTith  splashes  of  magenta  near  the  center 
and  areas  of  gold  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  gold  at  the  center 
changingTo  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  A  very  nice  piece  for 
the  buyer  who  wants  a  combination  of  high  technical  grade 
plus  lots  of  original  iridescence. 

1194  Pair  of  silver  three-cent  pieces:  ☆  1871  Net  Proof-60;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  Proof-62,  polished  ☆  1872  Net  Proof-60;  sharpness  of 
Proof-62,  polished.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1 195  1872  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  iridescent  toning  over  mirror  sur¬ 
faces. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1196  1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A 
pleasing  example  of  the  last  year  of  the  denomination.  The 
single  Proof-only  year  in  the  trime  series.  Just  600  were  struck, 
all  early  in  the  year. 


Proof  1866  Shield  Nickel 


1199  1866  Rays.  Proof-64.  Bright  reflective  Proof  fields  with  blu¬ 
shes  of  soft  champagne  toning.  Sharply  struck  though  some 
softness  is  noted  on  the  border  of  the  shield.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  first  year  of  issue  for  the  type. 

The  1 866  Proof  Shield  nickel  is  much  scarcer  than  generally  realized.  This 
denomination  did  not  appear  until  later  in  the  year,  by  which  time  many 
collectors  had  already  ordered  Proof  sets  lacking  this  denomination.  The 
Mint  made  it  known  that  for  10  cents  each  specimens  could  be  purchased, 
but  we  are  not  aware  of  any  notice  sent  to  earlier  buyers  that  these  were 
available. 

1200  1866  Rays.  MS-63.  Satiny  steel  gray  surfaces  with  nice  lustre  on 
each  side.  Central  details  are  somewhat  soft  on  the  obverse  as 
is  often  found  on  business  strikes  of  this  issue. 

1201  1867  No  Rays.  MS-65.  Pleasing,  even  steel  gray  surfaces  with 
lightly  reflective  fields  on  each  side.  Soft  gray  toning  on  each 
side.  A  coin  with  claims  to  Proof,  being  well  struck  and  having 
a  high  wire  rim.  However,  the  devices  are  not  quite  as  sharp  as 
we  would  expect  for  a  Proof  and  the  fields  do  not  have  a  fin¬ 
ished  appearance  as  nice  as  other  Proofs  of  the  era.  Thus  we 
are  calling  this  one  a  business  strike,  and  as  such  it  is  one  of  the 
finest  examples  seen  by  this  cataloguer. 

1202  1868  Proof-64.  Bright  and  reflective  Proof  fields  with  traces  of 
soft  gray  toning.  The  devices  are  boldly  defined.  Some  original 
planchet  texture  is  visible  on  the  highest  points  of  the  obverse, 
as  made. 
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1203  1869  Proof-64.  Brilliant  and  glistening.  A  very  attractive  Proof 
with  deep  mirrors,  though  some  slight  spotting  is  noted. 

1204  1870  Proof-64.  Bright  silvery  gray  surfaces  with  reflective 
Proof  fields  and  satiny  devices.  Brilliant  and  pleasing. 

1205  1871  MS-64.  Well  struck  and  mostly  brilliant  save  for  wisps  of 
soft  gold  and  blue.  Some  short  scratches  are  noted  near  the 
date  resulting  from  a  careless  attempt  to  remove  a  light  spot. 

The  1871  is  notable  for  its  scarcity  in  business  strike  form,  a  key  issue  in 
the  series. 

1206  1872  Breen-2492.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Proof-65.  Pleasing 
gray  surfaces  with  highlights  of  gold,  russet  and  soft  blue.  A 
sharply  struck  example  with  bold  central  details  on  each  side. 
An  interesting  variety  struck  from  a  distinctly  doubled  obverse 
die.  Nice  quality  and  certain  to  please. 

1207  1873  Proof-65.  A  mostly  brilliant  gem  save  for  traces  of  pale 
gray  on  each  side.  Well  struck  with  nicely  mirrored  fields. 


1208  1874  Proof-65.  A  brilliant  gem  Proof  with  somewhat  satiny 
surfaces  as  commonly  found  on  Proofs  of  this  issue.  Some  die 
finishing  lines  are  noted  in  the  fields,  as  made. 


1209  1875  Proof-65.  An  attractive  high-grade  specimen  somewhat 
mirrorlike  in  the  fields.  Sharp,  satiny  devices  are  well  defined 
on  each  side. 

1210  1876  Proof-65.  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  with  some  prooflike 
effect  noted.  Well  struck  with  bold  and  frosty  devices.  A  qual¬ 
ity  example  worthy  of  a  higher  grade  but  for  some  trivial  spot¬ 
ting  visible  under  close  inspection. 


Gem  Proof  1877  Shield  5C 


1212  1878  Proof-66.  A  beautiful  gem  Proof  with  a  nice  mirror  finish 
to  the  fields  and  bold  satiny  devices.  A  brilliant  and  very  pleas¬ 
ing  example.  An  unusual  specimen  as  the  surfaces  of  many 
1878  Proof  nickels  are  satiny  rather  than  mirrored. 

The  late  1870s  to  the  late  1880s  represents  a  period  of  carelessness  in  the 
production  of  Proof  coins  of  several  denominations,  with  the  result  that  cer¬ 
tain  issues  have  mint  lustre  typical  of  business  strikes! 

1213  1879/8  Breen-2514.  Overdate.  Proof-65.  A  pale  golden  gem 
with  frosty  devices  and  reflective  fields. 

The  overdate  is  perhaps  two  or  three  times  scarcer  than  the  1879  Perfect 
Date. 

1214  1879  Breen-2512.  Tripled  Date.  Proof-65.  A  satiny  and  lus¬ 
trous  gem  example.  Well  struck  with  brilliant  silvery  gray  sur¬ 
faces  and  bold  central  definition.  Several  fine  die  cracks  are 
noted  under  magnification. 

1215  1880  Proof-65.  Blushes  of  opaque  gold  and  gray  highlight  the 
center  on  each  side.  The  bright  mirror  finish  is  clearly  evident. 
A  well-struck  and  attractive  gem  example. 

1216  1881  Proof-65.  A  brilliant  and  reflective  gem  Proof.  A  few  mi¬ 
nuscule  spots  are  noted. 

1217  1881  Proof-65.  Light  champagne  toning  over  deep  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  popular  low-mintage  date. 


1218  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  on  satiny  devices 
and  mirror  fields. 

1219  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Soft  steel  gray  with  nicely  mirrored 
obverse  fields.  The  reverse  is  satiny  and  lustrous.  A  very  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  Proof  with  high  aesthetic  appeal. 

1220  1882  Proof-65.  Pale  golden  gray  toning  on  each  side  gives  way 
to  pale  blue  at  the  rims. 


1211  1877  Proof-65.  A  delightful  gem  Proof  of  this  popular  rarity. 
Each  side  possesses  shimmering  brilliance  w  ith  nuances  of  soft 
gold.  Satiny  and  well  struck.  An  aesthetic  delight.  From  the 
lowest  mintage  of  the  Shield  nickel  series,  and,  as  a  date,  the 
very  lowest  production  of  any  year  from  the  first  appearance 
of  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  1866,  to  the  present  time,  1999! 


1221  1883  Shield.  Proof-65.  A  delightful  gem  Proof  with  brilliant 
fields  and  frosty  devices.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive. 

1222  1883  Shield.  Proof-65.  Well  struck  and  satiny  with  highlights 
of  soft  gray. 

1223  1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant  Proof  fields  and  sharp  satiny 
devices.  Several  fine  die  cracks  are  visible  under  magnification. 

1224  Selection  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces:  ☆  1883  Shield.  MS-63  ☆ 
1912  MS-64  ☆  191.3  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (2)  ☆  1930  MS-63 
☆  1942-P  Type  II.  Jefferson.  Wartime  composition.  Proof-64. 
All  display  attractive  iridescent  toning  highlights.  (Total:  6 
pieces) 
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1225  1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Pale  rose  toning.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  gem  Proof  specimen  of  the  first  Liberty  nickel  design  of 
the  date;  the  denomination,  CENTS,  was  added  later  in  the 
year. 

1226  Pair  of  1883  Liberty  nickels  representing  one  of  each  type  for 
the  year,  both  graded  Proof-64  by  PCGS:  ☆  No  CENTS.  Pale 
gray  toning  with  some  trivial  spotting  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  ☆ 
With  CENTS.  A  blush  of  soft  gold  toning.  (Total;  2  pieces) 


1237  1885  Proof-64.  A  brightly  toned  and  choice  coin.  Another  very 
desirable  1885  Liberty  Head  nickel,  a  coin  that  is  sure  to  please 
its  next  owner. 


1238  1886  Proof-67  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  Proof  with  pale  rose 
iridescence  on  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices.  An¬ 
other  Proof  issue  with  a  low-mintage  business  strike  counter¬ 
part,  a  scenario  that  makes  gem  Proofs  of  the  date  all  the  more 
desirable. 


1227  Pair  of  1883  Liberty  nickels  illustrating  both  types  of  the 
date,  each  grading  Proof-64:  ☆  No  CENTS.  Pearl  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  few  minor  spots  ☆  With  CENTS.  Rainbow  irides¬ 
cence  over  reflective  surfaces.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1228  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  blazing  golden  gem  with 
strong  lustre  and  great  eye  appeal. 

1229  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  nickels:  ☆  1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS. 
MS-64.  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  magenta  highlights  ☆  1920- 
S  Buffalo.  AU-58.  Golden  orange  fields.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

The  1883  Liberty  No  CENTS  is  from  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  May  1996. 

1230  Quartette  of  Liberty  nickels  grading  MS-64:  ☆  1883  No 
CENTS.  Subdued  golden  gray  surfaces  with  iridescent  high¬ 
lights  ☆  1884.  Soft  pearl  gray  surfaces  ☆  1890.  Pale  magenta, 
blue,  and  golden  toning  ☆  1891.  Iridescent  blue  and  reddish 
orange  toning  on  both  surfaces.  Each  is  lustrous.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

1231  1883  With  CENTS.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  frosted  design 
elements  and  reflective  fields  display  shimmering  pale  rose 
and  light  blue  toning.  A  lovely  gem  representative  of  the  most 
plentiful  Proof  issue  in  the  series  (1883-1912). 

1232  1883  With  CENTS.  Proof-65.  Bright  and  reflective  brilliant 
Proof  fields  contrast  sharply  with  the  bold  frosted  devices. 
Traces  of  pale  blue  and  gold  toning  add  to  the  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal. 

1233  1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  surfaces  with  sharp 
frosted  devices. 


1239  1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Smoky  rose  toning  on  subdued  sur¬ 
faces.  Another  memorable  specimen. 

1240  1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  whisper 
of  sky  blue  toning  on  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  de¬ 
vices. 

1241  1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  pale  rose  toning  on 
satiny  devices  and  lightly  reflective  surfaces.  A  modest  cameo 
contrast  is  present. 

1242  1886  Proof-65.  A  whisper  of  pale  violet  and  rose  on  lustrous 
surfaces.  Modest  cameo  contrast  is  present. 

1243  1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  champagne  toning  over  bright 
satiny  surfaces.  Nice  quality  for  the  assigned  grade. 

1244  1887  Proof-66  (NGC).  Pale  rose  and  gold  on  lustrous  surfaces. 
A  faint  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  runs  from  the  first  star 
to  a  point  on  Liberty’s  cheek. 

1245  1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  fields  wTith  some 
reflectivity.  Faint  traces  of  pale  gold  toning  are  noted.  Bright 
and  well  struck. 

1246  1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Soft  silvery  gray  surfaces  with  soft  blue 
overtones.  A  great  deal  of  aesthetic  appeal. 

1247  1887  Proof-65.  Pale  rose  and  gold  toning. 

1248  1888  Proof-66.  A  superb  gem  Proof  with  bold  frosty  devices 
accented  by  reflective  fields.  A  display  of  rich  coppery7  gold 
toning  graces  each  side.  A  visual  delight. 


1234  1884  Proof-65.  Deeply  mirrored  Proof  fields  with  highlights  of 
steel  gray  and  gold.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty. 

1235  Grouping  of  Liberty  nickels,  all  Proof-64:  ☆  1884.  Golden 
highlights  with  some  spotting  ☆  1889.  Rainbow  iridescence  ☆ 
1898.  Pale  iridescent  blue  and  magenta  toning  on  both  sur¬ 
faces  ☆  1901.  Spotting  visible  on  both  sides.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1236  1885  Proof-65  (NGC).  Soft  gold  and  wisps  of  pale  blue  over 
satiny  surfaces.  Well  struck  with  bold  central  definition.  A 
beautiful  gem  Proof  representing  especially  nice  quality  for 
the  focal  point  date  of  the  era,  a  key  among  Liberty  nickels. 


1249  Liberty  nickel  trio,  each  piece  graded  Proof-64  by  PCGS:  ☆ 

1888.  Streaks  of  russet  and  pale  blue  ☆  1889.  Satiny  and  highly 
lustrous  fields.  Traces  of  soft  gold  ☆  1890.  Soft  striated  gold 
toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1250  Grouping  of  Proof  Liberty  nickels  ☆  1888  Proof-63  ☆  1894 
Proof-63  ☆  1895  Proof-63  ☆  1896  Proof-61  ☆  1904  Proof-62. 
Spotting  visible  mostly  on  the  obverse.  Each  displays  various 
degrees  of  iridescent  highlights.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1251  1888  MS-66  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem  with  a  nuance  of  pale  gold 
on  both  sides. 
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1252  1890  MS-65.  A  satiny  gem  with  pale  golden  overtones.  Nicely 
struck. 

1253  1891  Proof-65.  A  lovely  gem  Proof  with  reflective  fields  and 
sharp  frosty  devices.  Mottled  toning  of  russet,  gold,  and  pale 
blue. 

1254  Selection  of  Proof  Liberty  nickels,  each  graded  Proof-64  by 
NGC:  ☆  1891.  Steel  gray  with  golden  highlights  ☆  1892. 
Traces  of  russet,  blue,  and  gold  over  deep  gray  ☆  1895.  Warm 
russet  and  gold.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1255  1892  Proof-65.  Vividly  toned  in  pale  sky  blue,  gold,  and  rose.  A 
lovely  coin  for  the  assigned  grade. 

1256  Grouping  of  MS-64  nickels:  ☆  1893.  Vibrant  blue,  magenta, 
and  golden  iridescent  toning  ☆  1899.  Golden  orange  toning  ☆ 
1900.  Golden  orange  and  blue  toning  ☆  1903.  Vibrant  blue, 
magenta,  and  golden  iridescent  toning  ☆  1905.  Soft  golden 
gray  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1257  Pair  of  NGC-certified  Proof-64  nickels:  ☆  1895.  Subdued  rose 
and  blue  toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆  1907.  Golden  highlights 
with  splashes  of  blue  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1258  1896  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  Proof  with  faint  traces 
of  champagne  toning  in  the  fields.  A  piece  with  a  nice  combi¬ 
nation  of  high  numerical  grade  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal. 

1259  1896  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Opaque  gold  and  gray  toning  blended 
across  each  side. 

1260  Grouping  of  Mint  State  nickels:  ☆  1897  MS-60.  Golden  or¬ 
ange,  blue,  and  magenta  ☆  1907  MS-63.  Splashes  of  irides¬ 
cence  with  minor  spotting  on  the  reverse  ☆  1908  MS-63. 
Splashes  of  gold  and  blue  at  the  rims  with  some  spotting  vis¬ 
ible  on  both  sides  ☆  1910  MS-63.  Bluish  gray  toning  ☆  1912-D 
MS-63.  Intermingled  iridescence.  The  first  year  of  branch  mint 
nickel  five-cent  coinage.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1261  1898  Proof-65.  A  splendid  gem  Proof  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  sharp  frosted  devices.  Some  light  surface  marks  are 
noted  under  close  inspection,  but  the  eye  appeal  is  quite  nice. 

1262  1898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharp  devices  with  reflective  fields 
slightly  subdued  by  natural  silver  gray  toning. 

1263  1899  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  aesthetic  delight,  sharp  and  satiny 
with  heavy  blue  and  russet  toning  on  each  side. 

1264  1899  Proof-66.  Deeply  mirrored  and  highly  reflective  fields. 
Highlights  of  soft  blue  and  russet  over  silvery  gray  surfaces. 

1265  1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces,  uniform  on 
each  side.  Some  faint  spots  are  noted. 

1266  1900  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  pale  smoky  silver 
gray  toning  on  the  obverse:  the  reverse  is  smoky  golden  gray. 

1267  1902  Proof-66.  A  lovely  gem  Proof  with  soft  blended  pastel 
toning  of  yellow,  rose,  and  blue.  Sharp  and  attractive. 


1268  Group  of  nickels  grading  MS-63:  ☆  1902  V  1906  1909 

1911  ☆  1912.  Each  is  lustrous  with  various  degrees  of  toning. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

1269  1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Uniform  soft  gray  surfaces.  Brilliant  and 
pleasingly  lustrous  on  both  sides. 

1270  1904  Proof-65.  Satiny  devices  against  bright  reflective  fields. 
Some  soft  gray  toning  is  noted. 

1271  1906  Proof-65.  Well  struck  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  I  lie 
obverse  is  soft  blue  and  gold,  while  the  reverse  displays  a  warm 
olive  hue.  Some  light  laminations  are  noted  in  the  right  ob¬ 
verse  field. 

1272  1907  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  reflective  gem  specimen  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  champagne  toning  and  a  modicum  of  cameo  contrast. 

While  the  business  strike  mintage  of  the  1907  Liberty  nickel  is  the  second 
largest  in  the  series  (more  than  39.2  million  pieces),  the  Proof  mintage  for 
the  date  of  1,475  pieces  is  the  lowest  Proof  production  figure  for  the  design 
type. 

1273  1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  graces  satiny  motifs 
and  fields  that  are  intermediate  between  reflective  and  frosty. 
A  lovely  gem. 

1274.  1909  Proof-66.  An  attractive  gem  Proof  with  soft  gold  and 
blue  toning  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  bears  concentric  rings 
of  russet,  blue,  and  gold  from  the  center  toward  the  rims. 

1275  1909  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  golden  highlights. 

1276  1910  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  steel  gray  with  blushes  of  soft 
gold  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly  soft  blue,  with  arcs 
of  gold,  russet,  and  violet.  An  attractive  gem  Proof. 

1277  1911  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  cameo  gem  Proof  with  attractive 
hints  of  gold  and  rose  on  both  sides. 

1278  1911  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Steel  gray  surfaces  with  overlying 
mottled  russet  and  blue.  Some  light  spotting  is  noted  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair. 

1279  1911  Proof-65.  Deeply  mirrored  fields  combine  with  sharp 
frosty  devices  for  a  bold  cameo  contrast.  The  fields  are  steel 
blue  while  the  devices  are  silvery7  gray  accenting  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  texture.  A  lovely  example  and  worthy  of  a  higher 
grade  save  for  spotting  in  the  fields. 

1280  1912  Proof-65.  An  olive-toned  gem  with  highlights  of  irides¬ 
cent  gold,  russet,  and  sea  green.  A  curious  display,  but  natural 
and  very  pleasing. 

1281  1912  Proof-65.  A  delightful  gem  Proof  with  pale  blue  fields 
and  steel  gray  devices  with  highlights  of  russet  and  gold.  Sharp 
and  attractive. 


1282  1912-S  MS-63.  Splashes  of  gold  and  pale  blue  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  An  important,  low-mintage  key  date,  the  first  nickel  five- 
cent  coinage  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Only  238,000  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  were  struck,  and  quality  examples  are  in 
constant  demand. 
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1283  1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem 
with  rich  champagne  highlights.  Sharply  struck.  The  scarcest 
of  the  three  Type  I  Buffalo  nickel  issues  (1913-P,  D,  and  S)  of 
the  date. 

1284  1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Pleasing  pale  blue  at  the  centers 
gives  way  to  rich  golden  brown  toward  the  rims.  A  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample,  but  struck  from  somewhat  aged  dies  as  indicated  by 
several  reverse  die  breaks  and  peripheral  weakness  of  design 
from  die  erosion.  Still  with  at  least  average  central  detail,  in¬ 
cluding  a  split  tail. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1285  1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem 
with  reflective,  nearly  prooflike  surfaces.  A  hint  of  pale  rose 
graces  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mainly  gold  with  a 
splash  of  rose.  The  scarcest  of  the  six  Buffalo  nickels  varieties 
of  the  date  struck  for  circulation,  especially  so  in  gem  grades. 


Lovely  1913-S  Type  II  Buffalo  50 

Gem  Mint  State 


Gem  Proof  1914  Buffalo  50 


Mint  State  192 1-S  50 


1288  192 1-S  MS-64.  Intense  golden  lustre  glows  brightly  on  both 
sides  of  this  near-mint  coin.  A  planchet  lamination,  as  struck, 
is  seen  at  1 1:00  on  the  obverse  rim,  but  it  does  little  to  detract 
from  the  overall  appeal  of  the  piece.  Well  struck  for  the  date, 
not  completely  sharp,  but  close  enough  for  mention.  A  scarce 
and  desirable  low-mintage  branch  mint  issue. 

1289  1923  MS-65.  Bright  silvery  lustre  on  each  side.  Struck  from 
eroded  dies,  though  still  with  reasonably  sharp  central  details. 
A  very  pleasing  gem  Buffalo  nickel. 

1290  1923-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lively  gold  and  pale  blue  iridescence 
on  lustrous  surfaces.  Lightly  struck  on  the  reverse,  a  common 
occurrence  for  the  date.  A  planchet  fissure,  as  struck,  runs 
horizontally  across  the  Indian’s  cheek. 


1291  1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  high  degree  of  lustre  and  rich  rose, 
gold,  and  violet  iridescence  grace  both  sides  of  this  pleasing 
coin.  The  strike  is  fairly  strong  for  the  date,  with  partial  pelt 
details  at  the  bison’s  shoulder  (an  area  that  is  nearly  always  flat 
on  examples  of  the  date). 


Choice  Mint  State  1927-S  Buffalo  50 


1286  1914  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  Rich  rose,  gold,  and  pastel  blue 
adorn  the  matte  surfaces  of  this  outstanding  gem.  Sharply 
struck  and  aesthetically  appealing.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for 
the  date  of  1,275  pieces. 


1287  1915-S  MS-64.  Warm  golden  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  especially  when  so  finely  pre¬ 
served.  Sharply  struck. 


1292  1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with  soft  rose  and 
blue  toning  over  nearly  prooflike  surfaces.  Some  softness  of 
strike  is  noted,  but  all  major  design  details  are  well  defined, 
just  not  sharply  so.  A  very  choice  specimen,  sure  to  please  the 
discriminating  collector. 


1293  1928-S  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  satiny  surfaces  display  warm  rose 
and  gold  toning.  Nicely  struck— not  fully,  but  near  enough  for 
mention.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade. 
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1294  1929-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  a  hint  of  pale  rose 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


1295  1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Pale  areas  of  rose,  electric 
blue,  and  gold  shimmer  on  superb  gem  surfaces.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  brilliant  finish  Proof  coinage.  The  fields  are 
deeply  mirrored  and  steeply  basined,  and  the  devices  are  re¬ 
flective  as  well. 

One  of  4,420  Proofs  of  the  date  coined,  the  first  Proof  mintage  in  the  de¬ 
nomination  since  1916.  A  portion  of  this  date’s  Proof  mintage  was  struck  in 
a  satiny  finish,  while  others  (such  as  this  specimen)  have  a  reflective  mirror 
finish. 


1298  1830  V-l  1.  Rarity-4.  MS-63.  A  splendid  coin  with  lots  of  “life. 
Mottled  light  golden  and  magenta  toning  at  the  centers 
changes  to  iridescent  blue  at  the  borders.  Sharply  struck  and 
beautiful.  A  prime-quality  specimen. 


Exceptional  Grade  1832  V-l  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1299  1832  V-l.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  light  gray  toning 
over  silver  surfaces;  the  reverse  is  delicate  heather.  Sharply 
struck  with  a  great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal.  A  winning 
half  dime! 


HALF  DIMES 

Our  offering  of  half  dimes  begins  with  1795  and  continues 
intermittently  through  1865,  encompassing  over  a  dozen  dif¬ 
ferent  pieces. 


Very  Appealing  1795  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1296  1795  Valentine-4.  Rarity-3.  Flowing  Hair.  AU-53.  An  espe¬ 
cially  appealing  specimen.  The  piece  combines  an  above  aver¬ 
age  strike  with  simply  gorgeous  toning,  the  latter  ranging  from 
light  magenta  to  electric  blue.  A  gorgeous  coin  to  behold,  one 
that  will  hold  its  own  with  some  we  have  seen  as  Mint  State.  A 
great  find  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  someone  seeking  a 
nice  piece  for  a  type  set. 

On  the  obverse  rim  a  cud  break  is  seen  from  the  center  of  T  (LIBERTY) 
extending  to  the  right  to  encompass  the  tips  of  the  adjacent  star.  A  crack 
extends  from  the  neck  through  the  innermost  point  of  the  nearby  star,  con¬ 
tinuing  through  the  point  of  the  next  star.  At  this  star,  another  break  goes 
from  the  topmost  tip  to  the  border.  Additional  light  cracks  can  be  seen 
along  the  right  rim. 

1297  1829  V-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  iridescent  toning. 

First  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  type  in  the  half  dime  series.  After  1805, 
(here  was  a  long  span  of  years  in  which  this  denomination  was  not  coined. 


1300  1834  V-5.  MS-62.  Light  brown  and  golden  toning.  Sharply 
struck.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  grade. 
Deserving  of  a  nice  bid. 

1301  1834  V-5a.  Rarity-3.  3  Over  Inverted  3.  AU-58.  Light  silver  gray 
with  sharp  design  details  including  full  star  centers  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  claw  detail  on  the  reverse.  An  interesting  variety 
with  a  blundered  date. 

Late  state  with  heavy  chip  in  lower  loop  of  8. 


Mint  State  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1302  1837  Liberty  Seated,  Large  Date,  No  Stars.  MS-64.  Attractive 
soft  golden  highlights  over  highly  lustrous  silver  surfaces. 
Deeply  impressed  into  the  dies  at  the  time  of  striking  resulting 
in  bold  central  definition  and  high  rims.  A  beautiful  example 
of  this  first  year  of  issue  for  the  type.  A  few  trivial  surface 
marks  are  noted  for  accuracy. 

Remnants  of  multiple  repunchings  of  the  digits  of  the  date  are  visible. 

1303  1837  Liberty  Seated,  Small  Date,  No  Stars.  MS-60.  Richly 
toned  in  deep  blue,  violet,  rose,  and  gold  iridescence  on  the 
obverse,  with  lighter  shades  of  each  on  the  reverse.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  sharply  struck.  A  lovely  and  choice  coin  for  the 
grade. 

1304  1840  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Mottled  golden  brown  and  blue  in 
the  fields,  while  the  higher  points  are  somewhat  lighter.  Well 
struck  with  hold  definition. 
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1305  Mint  State  trio  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes,  each  graded  MS- 

63:  ☆  1853  Arrows.  Mottled  russet  and  blue  ☆  1856.  Russet 
and  sea  green  over  soft  gray  ☆  1873-S.  Mottled  russet  and  blue 
iridescence.  Reverse  details  are  somewhat  soft,  as  struck.  (To¬ 
tal:  3  pieces) 

1306  Pair  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes,  both  MS-63:  ☆  1858  ☆  1870. 
Both  are  lustrous  and  richly  toned.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1307  1865  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  cameo  Proof  half  dime  with  a  hint  of 
gold  on  mainly  brilliant  surfaces.  Some  faint  toning  spots  are 
noted  at  the  top  of  the  reverse.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for  the 
date  of  500  pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  Proof  mintage  figures  for 
the  design  type. 

This  is  a  doubly  desirable  issue,  having  a  low  Proof  mintage  as  well  as  a 
related  low  business  strike  production. 

Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  begins  with  a  high-grade  1805  and 
continues  through  various  designs,  types,  and  dates  until  well 
into  the  20th  century. 


Pleasing  1805  JR-2  Dime 


1308  1805  John  Reich-2.  5  Berries.  AU-50.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  from  several  aspects.  The  coin  is  an  aesthetic  treat,  com¬ 
bining  light  golden  and  magenta  toning  at  the  centers  with 
splashes  of  blue  at  the  rim.  The  striking  is  significantly  above 
average  for  the  Draped  Bust  obverse,  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse 
style,  which  is  often  seen  flat  at  the  rims.  A  satisfying  example 
that  will  delight  the  variety  or  design  type  collector. 

On  the  obverse  the  upper  right  of  the  numeral  5  has  a  long  raised  projec¬ 
tion  extending  from  it  to  the  bottom  fold  of  the  drapery.  A  small  spine  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  left,  artifacts  of  the  die  punching  process.  A  hairline  crack 
connects  ERT  (LIBERTY).  On  the  reverse  a  complex  crack  extends  from  the 
border  past  D  (UNITED)  to  the  lower  left  of  the  ribbon. 


1309  1831 JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  desirable  example  with  bright  gold 
and  teal  toning  along  the  obverse  and  reverse  borders.  Reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces  and,  at  first,  reminiscent  of  early  Proof  coinage. 


1310  1832  JR-1.  MS-63.  A  very  pleasing  combination  of  eye  appeal 
and  striking.  1  he  coin  displays  light  gold  and  heather  toning 
accented  with  splashes  of  blue  around  the  rim.  The  striking  is 
exquisite  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  notable  and  far  above 
normal.  While  we  assign  the  MS-63  grade,  its  “market  grade” 
could  well  be  more. 


Splendid  Proof  1835  JR-5  Rarity 

or,  Is  It  a  Business  Strike? 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1311  1835  JR-5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  holder  by  PCGS  is  inscribed 
“MS-64”  and  obviously  the  powers  that  be  at  that  particular 
grading  service  consider  it  as  such.  However,  to  the 
cataloguer’s  eye  the  prooflike  surface  indicates  that  at  the  very 
least  it  is  a  presentation  striking,  and  may  well  have  been  is¬ 
sued  as  a  full  Proof.  Documentation  as  to  Proofs  and  non- 
Proofs  is  non-existent  for  the  era,  and  determination  is  strictly 
empirical,  with  judgement  playing  a  large  part.  Assemble  a 
room  full  of  experts  on  early  American  coinage  and  one  is  apt 
to  get  many  different  answers. 

Summarizing,  PCGS  has  graded  this  as  MS-64,  and  we  will 
sell  it  as  such.  However,  to  our  eye  it  is  a  presentation  piece  or 
possibly  a  full  Proof,  and  has  a  market  value  significantly 
greater  than  what  one  might  expect  for  an  “MS-64”  coin.  This 
said,  bidders  are  invited  to  make  their  own  determination. 


Mint  State  1838-0  Dime 

No  Stars 


1312  1838-0  No  Stars.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type,  with  subdued  lustre  on  smoky  lilac-gray  surfaces. 
Nicely  struck  and  devoid  of  marks  of  any  consequence,  al¬ 
though  some  minute  obverse  flecks  become  visible  under  low 
magnification.  In  Mint  State  the  1838-0  is  a  great  rarity,  at 
least  a  100  times  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Mint  State  1837!  Of¬ 
ten  a  period  of  years  will  elapse  between  our  offering  of  ex¬ 
amples  at  auction.  The  present  piece  is  an  exceedingly  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity. 

The  No  Stars  obverse  style  was  produced  only  in  New  Orleans  in  1838, 
while  the  With  Stars  variety  of  the  date  was  only  produced  in  Philadelphia. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1839  No  Drapery  10£ 


1313  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue.  Lustrous  silver  with  traces  of  rose  at  the 
obverse  center  changing  to  deep  blue  at  the  rims.  The  reverse 
is  rosy  gray  at  the  center  and  iridescent  pale  blue  around  the 
periphery.  The  surfaces  are  noticeably  mark-free  and  quite 
nice  for  the  grade.  The  reverse  die  has  apparently  seen  signifi¬ 
cant  stress  as  it  is  beginning  to  break  apart.  Several  moderately 
heavy  die  cracks  are  noted. 


Superb  Mint  State  1839-0  Dime 

Repunched  Mintmark,  Cracked  Reverse 
Among  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1314  1839-0  No  Drapery.  Awash-3,  Greer-102.  Repunched  Mint- 
mark.  MS-67  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and  satiny  gem  of  superb  qual¬ 
ity.  Pale  champagne  surfaces  display  a  delightful  splash  of 
deep  gold  on  the  obverse,  while  hints  of  violet  and  blue  play  at 
the  reverse  center.  Nicely  struck  on  the  obverse,  with  complete 
ear  and  hair  details  at  Liberty’s  head;  the  reverse  is  also  strong 
in  detail.  Rare  so  fine. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1  finer  (MS-68). 

The  eighth  star  is  boldly  repunched  on  the  obverse  of  this  variety.  How¬ 
ever,  the  reverse  is  more  notable  from  a  numismatic  viewpoint.  The  O  mint- 
mark  was  first  punched  low  and  to  the  viewer  s  right,  partly  effaced,  then 
repunched  in  a  more  central  position  above  the  bow.  The  remnants  of  the 
initial  mintmark  are  sharp  and  clear,  with  some  40-50%  of  the  circumfer¬ 
ence  still  plain  in  the  field.  Even  more  spectacular  than  the  mintmark  fea¬ 
ture  is  a  crack  that  occurs  in  late  states  of  this  die  combination.  On  this 
specimen,  the  crack  is  at  its  fullest.  It  begins  at  the  rim  above  the  I  of 
UNITED,  passing  between  two  denticles  and  through  that  letter,  then  up¬ 
ward  across  the  wreath.  From  there,  the  crack  advances  across  the  D  and  I  of 
DIME  at  a  point  just  above  their  midpoint,  then  dips  downward  across  the 
M  and  F.,  passing  through  the  lowest  left  serit  of  that  letter.  From  there,  the 
crack  crosses  a  berry,  the  wreath  stem,  and  another  berry,  all  below  the  C  ol 
AMERICA.  The  crack  then  crosses  that  letter  and  runs  to  the  rim  above  it. 
Finally,  a  thin  crack  is  noted  from  the  rim  below  the  viewer’s  right  ribbon 
end  upward  to  the  ribbon. 

1315  1845  MS-63.  A  highly  lustrous  specimen,  nicely  struck  and  at¬ 
tractively  toned  in  electric  blue  and  rose  at  the  rims.  Choice 
for  the  grade. 


Gem  Mint  State  1852  Dime 


1316  1852  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  a  whisper  of 
rose  and  faint  blue  iridescence.  A  decent  strike  for  the  date, 
with  most  details  plain  and  strong.  A  scarcer  date  than  the 
mintage  figure  (1.5  million  coins)  indicates;  some  of  that  mint¬ 
age  may  have  been  melted  in  1853  at  the  time  of  the  weight 
change.  Regardless  of  that  fact,  it  is  a  definite  rarity  in  gem 
Mint  State. 

NGC  Census:  7;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


1317  1853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  minimal  con¬ 
tact  marks  commensurate  with  the  grade. 

1318  1854-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  silver  gray  with  slightly  subdued 
lustre.  Much  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 


1319  1857  MS-63.  Choice  surfaces  and  perhaps  even  worthy  of  a 
higher  grade.  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  attractive  natural 
.  toning. 


1320  1869  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen,  conservatively  graded  MS- 
64,  and  certainly  a  candidate  for  MS-65.  Sharply  struck  with 
satiny  prooflike  surfaces,  quite  possibly  an  inadvertent  Proof 
(see  note).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  prize  dime  that  will  attract 
a  lot  of  bidding  attention. 

We  suspect  that  this  piece  was  intended  as  a  business  strike,  but  that  the 
dies  came  together  without  an  intervening  planchet,  causing  clash  marks  on 
obverse  and  reverse.  To  ameliorate  this,  both  dies  were  relapped  and  pol¬ 
ished.  Today,  traces  of  the  clashing  on  the  obverse  can  be  seen  at  the  date, 
particularly  at  186,  and  at  Miss  Liberty’s  elbow.  As  a  die  marker,  we  note 
that  the  top  of  the  first  S  (STATES)  is  broken.  The  reverse  shows  many 
more  evidences  of  clash  marks,  including  a  virtual  outline  of  the  figure  of 
Miss  Liberty  which  is  seen  in  an  inverted  position  within  the  wreath. 

The  specialist  in  the  series  will  want  to  bid  liberally,  for  this  piece  certainly 
has  a  generous  measure  of  added  interest. 

This  is  the  general  type  called  “Long  Flag”  (to  the  digit  1)  by  Brian  Greer 
in  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  That  particular  study  does  not 
dwell  upon  other  die  characteristics.  Thus,  anyone  possessing  a  copy  of  that 
work  may  wish  to  annotate  it  accordingly. 


1321  1870  Proof-64.  Lovely  reflective  Proof  fields  accented  by  vivid 
russet  and  blue  iridescence.  A  very  choice  example,  certain  to 
please. 


1322  1876-CC  Breen-3397.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A 

frosty  gem  from  Nevada’s  famous  mint.  Mainly  brilliant  with 
some  rich  golden  toning  at  the  obverse  rim  and  a  whisper  of 
rose  on  the  reverse.  Reverse  doubling  plainly  evident  at  the  E 
of  ONE  and  DIME.  A  scarce  variety  in  an  outstanding  grade. 

On  the  obverse,  the  first  S  of  STATES  and  the  O  in  Of  are  open  ai  the 
top. 
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1323  1877-CC  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  bold  definition  on  all  cen¬ 
tral  details.  Struck  from  clashed  dies  the  evidence  of  which  is 
clearly  visible  on  the  obverse.  Lustrous  silvery  gray  with  rich 
overtones  of  mottled  russet,  blue,  and  sea  green. 


Colorful  1886  Proof  10^ 


Gem  Uncirculated  1893-0  10£ 


1329  1893-0  Barber.  MS-65  (NGC).  Medium  gray  on  the  obverse 
with  deep  lilac  and  steel  gray  toning;  the  reverse  is  silver  gray 
with  some  deeper  gray  highlights.  Decidedly  prooflike  in  ap¬ 
pearance.  Rare  so  fine. 

NGC  Census:  3;  5  finer  (MS-67  finest). 


1324  1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  vividly  toned  cameo  Proof  dime.  Sat¬ 
iny  central  motifs  and  deep  mirror  fields  exhibit  intense  gold, 
electric  blue,  and  violet  toning.  A  veritable  artist’s  palette  of 
vibrant  iridescence  beckons  the  interested  collector.  An  excit¬ 
ing  gem. 


Mint  State  1886-S  Dime 


1325  1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  pale  rose  highlights 
on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  displays  just  a  nuance  of  rose.  A 
scarce  dale  in  all  grades,  and  considered  quite  rare  in  Mint 
State.  The  advanced  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  will 
want  to  bid  liberally,  for  few  equivalent  pieces  exist. 


1330  1895  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  Proof  with  speckled 
toning  of  iridescent  russet  and  blue  over  bright  surfaces.  The 
fields  are  deeply  mirrored  while  the  devices  are  sharp  and 
frosty.  A  beautiful  original  Proof  from  a  mintage  of  880  pieces. 
The  demand  for  the  Proof  1895  is  long  lasting  and  wide¬ 
spread,  as  related  high-grade  business  strikes  are  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  find. 


Gem  Proof  1896  Dime 


1331  1896  Proof-66  (NGC).  Deep  electric  blue  in  the  fields,  with 
some  rose  toning  on  the  high  points.  Sharply  struck  with  a 
cameo  appearance  on  both  sides. 


1326  1886-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  exhibit  a  hint  of 
pale  champagne  toning.  A  second  example  of  this  scarce  and 
desirable  San  Francisco  Mint  issue. 


1327  1889  MS-65  PL.  Splashes  of  deep  iridescent  violet  and  blue 
toning  mingle  nicely  with  areas  of  mint  brilliance.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  reflective,  creating  an  attractive 
cameo  contrast. 

1328  1891-0  MS-64.  Richly  toned  in  electric  blue,  violet,  and  deep 
orange-gold.  A  thoroughly  enjoyable  example  of  the  date  and 
grade. 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1898-0  10£ 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1332  1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  golden  gray  gem  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  rose  toning  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck.  One  of  the 
finest  known  examples  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 
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1333  1905-0  MS-65.  Satiny  surfaces  display  bl  ight  cartwheel  lustre. 
Mostly  brilliant  save  for  some  speckled  deep  gray. 

Several  interesting  die  cracks  are  noted  on  each  side  indicating  a  later 
state  of  both  dies. 


1334  1908  Proof-64.  Beautiful  mirror  fields  accent  the  frosty  de¬ 
vices.  Sharp  cameo  contrast  on  the  obverse  is  slightly  less  pro¬ 
nounced  on  the  reverse.  Brilliant  save  for  faint  wisps  of  gold.  A 
very  nice  example  of  this  low-mintage  issue. 


1335  191 1 -S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  satiny  gem  with  iridescent  sky  blue 
toning  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  shows  deep  golden  gray  in 
the  recessed  areas.  Nicely  struck. 


Gem  Mint  State  1917-S  10£ 


1336  1917-S  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  display  a 
touch  of  rose  toning.  Sharply  struck.  A  scarce  date  at  the  as¬ 
signed  grade. 


1337  1920-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Opaque  gray  surfaces  with  pleasing 
russet  and  honey  gold  toning  in  the  fields.  Attractive  underly¬ 
ing  lustre  completes  the  display.  A  well-struck  specimen. 

1338  1924  MS-65  FB.  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem  with  rich  orange 
toning  at  the  rims. 

1339  A  pair  of  Denver  Mint  Mercury  dimes,  both  graded  MS-63 

FB:  ☆  1925-D.  Pale  gray  toning  over  subtly  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 
1927-D.  Lustrous  with  some  light  surface  marks.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


Extraordinary  Gem  1925-S  Dime 

With  Full  Bands 


1340  1925-S  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Vivid  russet  and  gold  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  silver  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  less  toned,  offer¬ 
ing  more  silvery  brilliance  at  the  center.  Sharply  struck  with 
bold  central  details  on  each  side,  including  the  elusive  and  de¬ 
sirable  full  bands.  Probably  one  of  the  finest  specimens  avail¬ 
able  of  this  date  and  mint. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1341  1939  MS-68  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  sky  blue  toning. 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

Although  a  few  numismatists  have  aspired  to  assemble  a 
complete  set  of  dates  and  varieties  of  this  short-lived  denomi¬ 
nation,  the  main  demand  is  for  a  single  specimen  for  inclusion 
in  a  type  set.  The  present  selection  is  ideal  for  the  latter 
purpose. 


Cameo  Gem  Proof  1875  20£ 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1342  1875  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  cameo  Proof  from 
the  first  year  of  this  short-lived  series.  The  frosted  motifs  and 
mirrored  fields  exhibit  a  nuance  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Among 
the  finest  surviving  specimens  from  a  somewhat  sizeable  Proof 
mintage  for  the  date  of  2,790  specimens.  A  truly  lovely  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  3  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1875-S  200 

The  Floyd  Starr  Specimen 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1343  1875-S  Breen-3875.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Deep  gray  and  lilac  toning  on  lustrous  and  satiny  surfaces.  The 
variety  with  a  repunched  mintmark  that  resembles  a  “$”  owing 
to  the  doubled  serifs  of  the  mintmark.  Typical  strike  for  the 
date;  some  weakness  appears  at  Liberty’s  head  and  the  eagle’s 
legs  on  the  reverse.  A  nice  coin  overall. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Floyd  Stair  Collection,  October  1992,  Lot 
397. 


1347 


Rare  Choice  Proof  1876  200 


1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  brilliance  on  both  sides 
with  some  traces  of  deep  golden  brown  at  the  rims.  The 
frosted  devices  rise  sharply  from  the  mirrored  fields  creating  a  | 
pleasing  cameo  contrast.  A  popular  denomination  and  a  rela-  ; 
tively  scarcity  date.  Some  very  light  surface  marks  are  visible  j 
against  the  fields,  but  the  piece  is  technically  as  well  as  aestheti¬ 
cally  very  attractive.  Nice  quality  for  the  grade. 


Quarter  dollars 

Quarter  dollars  in  the  following  listing  begin  with  the  183 
Capped  Bust  and  continue  to  include  a  number  of  interesting 
Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  and  Standing  Liberty  varieties. 

Attractive  1831  Quarter  Dollar 


1344  1875-S  MS-63.  Bright  silver  brilliance  with  tinges  of  soft  gray 
and  russet  toning.  Lustrous  and  pleasing.  One  very  fine 
scratch  is  noted  to  the  right  of  the  eagle’s  left  wing  and  is  men¬ 
tioned  for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 

1345  1875-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  deep  silver  gray  at  the  rims. 


Specialist’s  1875-S  Twenty-Cent  Piece 

Struck  from  Proof  Dies 

1346  1875-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned.  Some¬ 
what  pale  gray  surfaces  display  light  hairlines  from  the  clean¬ 
ing,  but  these  are  not  severe  and  are  only  a  minor  distraction. 
Well  struck  with  good  definition  of  detail  on  each  side.  This 
piece  was  struck  from  Proof  dies  as  described  by  Walter  Breen 
in  his  Encyclopedia.  The  fields  bear  some  prooflike  quality  on 
each  side  as  evidence.  Breen  also  notes  that  the  rims  on  pieces 
struck  from  Proof  dies  are  wider  than  normal.  An  ANACS  cer¬ 
tificate  authenticating  this  piece  accompanies  this  lot.  An  in¬ 
teresting  coin,  examination  of  which  by  prospective  bidders  in 
encouraged. 


1348  1831  Browning-5.  Rarity-3.  Large  Letters.  MS-63.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example.  The  toning  is  a  gentle  blend  of  heather,  gold, 
and  electric  blue.  Well  struck  and  attractive  overall.  Important 
as  the  first  year  of  the  new  design  type,  with  reduced  diameter 
and  other  certain  features  changed. 

1349  1835  B-5.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  A  very  pleasing,  very’  lightly  circu¬ 
lated  example  of  this  popular  design.  A  few  very'  minor  surface 
marks  are  noted  including  a  faint  hairline  across  the  obverse. 

1350  1840-0  Liberty  Seated.  Drapery.  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  silver 
gray  with  golden  design  high  points  and  strong  lustre  in  the 
recessed  areas. 

1351  1842  Large  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  crescent  of  pale  violet  iri¬ 
descence  arcs  above  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse,  otherwise 
the  coin  is  basically  brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike  in  ap¬ 
pearance.  Well  struck  in  all  places.  A  popular  issue. 

1352  1844-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  rich  reddish  gold  high¬ 
lights  at  the  obverse  rim;  just  a  hint  of  champagne  graces  the 
reverse.  First  4  in  date  repunched  at  bottom,  tops  of  errone¬ 
ously  punched  1  and  8  in  denticles  below  their  counterparts 
above.  While  not  exceedingly  rare,  high-quality  early  issues 
from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  are  always  in  great  demand.  A 
pleasing  coin  in  all  respects. 
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1353  1849  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  rosy  gray  with  splashes  of 
blue  and  sea  green.  Some  trivial  surface  marks  are  noted. 


1354  1854  Arrows.  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant  on  the  obverse  while  the 
reverse  bears  mottled  russet  and  arcs  of  electric  blue  at  the 
rims.  Highly  lustrous  on  both  sides. 

A  fascinating  coin  from  a  technical  viewpoint.  A  vast  network  of  die  cracks 
is  visible  through  most  of  the  stars,  the  date,  and  both  arrows.  This  branches 
to  the  rims  in  several  places.  The  reverse  also  displays  significant  cracking, 
one  in  particular  begins  at  the  rim  below  the  A  in  QUAR.  and  transects  the 
reverse,  meeting  the  O  in  OF  and  branching  into  two  other  cracks.  An  inter¬ 
esting  coin,  clearly  representing  the  near-end  of  die  life  for  the  pair  which 
produced  it. 

1355  1856  MS-64  (NGC).  A  richly  toned  specimen  of  a  plentiful  but 
popular  date.  Deep  gunmetal-blue  at  the  rims  blends  concen¬ 
trically  to  deep  indigo,  violet,  and  deep  gold  at  the  centers. 

1356  1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  faint  nuance  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  Some  lightness  of  strike  is  seen  at  Liberty  s  head 
and  on  the  reverse,  where  some  planchet  striations  are  noted. 

1357  1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac-gray  on  the  obverse, 
bright  golden  gray  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck. 

1358  1860  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  silver  gray  with  a  modest 
cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  Some  lightness  of  strike  noted 
in  a  few  obverse  stars. 


1359  1861  Proof-63.  Deep  smoky  golden  iridescent  toning  with  vi¬ 
brant  violet  highlights.  Sharply  struck. 


1360  1861  Proof-63.  Faint  gold  and  lilac  iridescence  on  the  obverse, 
pale  blue  and  rose  on  the  reverse,  all  against  a  steel  gray  back¬ 
ground.  Duplicate  of  the  preceding. 


1361  Mint  State  pair  of  quarter  types:  ☆  1861  Liberty  Seated.  MS 
61.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  with  moderate  russet  and 
blue  toward  the  rims  ☆  1892  Barber.  MS-63.  Pale  gray  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  Nice  additions  to  a  type  set.  (  lotal.  1 
pieces) 


Choice  Proof  1862  Quarter 


1362  1862  Proof-64  (NGC).  Sharp  frosty  devices  against  bright  mir¬ 
rored  Fields.  The  cameo  contrast  is  slightly  subdued  by  light 
opaque  gray  toning  with  traces  of  russet  at  the  leverse  rim.  An 
attractive  Civil  War  era  Proof  quarter. 


1363  1863  Proof-63.  Deep  smoky  gray  with  highlights  of  iridescent 
blue  and  pale  gold.  The  heavily  mirrored  finish  is  still  boldly 
reflective  under  the  toning. 


1364  1863  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Champagne  and  rose  iridescent  toning 
over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  The  Eliasberg  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  date. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection ,  April  1997, 
Lot  1481.  Earlier  from  the  William  Dickinson  Collection  sale, 
Chapman  Brothers,  March  6-7,  1894;  J.M.  Clapp.  John  H.  Clapp. 
Clapp  estate. 

Scarce  1864-S  Quarter 


1365  1864-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces,  uniform  on 
each  side.  Some  areas  of  microscopic  pitting  are  present  but 
these  are  only  visible  under  magnification  and  really  do  not 
disturb  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  One  of  the  lowest  regular 
quarter  mintages  of  the  decade,  only  the  1866  and  1869  quan¬ 
tities  were  lower.  A  highly  important  opportunity  for  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  quarter  specialist  as  this  date  is  virtually  unav  ail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State. 
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1366  1866  With  Motto.  Proof-64.  An  extraordinarily  pretty  speci¬ 
men.  The  obverse  is  satiny  steel  gray  with  vivid  patches  of  deep 
gold,  pale  heather,  and  sky  blue  iridescence  near  the  center. 
The  reverse  is  brilliant  and  sparkling,  with  pale  gold  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  that  gives  way  to  incredible  violet  and  blue  toward  the  rim. 
The  modest  cameo  contrast  adds  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal. 


1367  1869  Proof-64.  Bright  gold,  lilac,  and  electric  blue  toning  over 
deeply  mirrored  Proof  fields  and  satiny  devices.  A  lovely  gem. 

Lovely  Proof  1873  Arrows  25£ 


1368  1873  Arrows.  Proof-64.  Light  steel  gray  with  pale  golden  iri¬ 
descence  on  both  sides.  One  of  540  Proofs  struck. 

Reverse  of  1872,  with  horizontal  die  line  at  viewer’s  left  side  of  shield. 

1369  1873  Arrows.  AU-55.  Fully  lustrous  with  attractive  pale  golden 
toning  highlights. 

1370  Pair  of  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars:  ☆  1873  Arrows.  AU- 
50.  Golden  orange  toning  mostly  on  the  obverse  ☆  1891-S  MS- 
62.  Splashes  of  golden  brown.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1371  1873-S  Arrows.  AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  lilac  high¬ 
lights.  A  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 


46 


Gem  Proof  1874  Arrows  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1372  1874  Arrows.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful,  mostly  brilliant 
Proof  with  traces  of  delicate  rose  toning.  Heavy  mint  frost 
graces  the  sharp  devices  while  the  fields  are  reflective  mirrors. 
A  beautiful  example  worthy  of  a  fine  collection. 

1373  1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  deep  golden 
toning  at  the  rims. 

There  is  a  tiny  die  chip  at  the  top  of  the  I  of  IN  in  the  reverse  motto. 

1374  1876-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a  touch  of  pale 
magenta  and  blue  toning.  Nicely  struck. 


Frosty  Gem  1877  Quarter  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1375  1877  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem  of  outstanding  quality.  In¬ 
tense  lustre  glows  on  largely  brilliant  surfaces;  a  faint  nuance 
of  gold  heightens  the  overall  appeal. 
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1376  1877  MS-64.  Frosty  and  brilliant  at  the  obverse  center,  with 
deep  rose  and  blue  iridescent  halos  at  the  rim;  the  reverse  is 
frosty  and  brilliant  save  for  a  touch  of  deep  gold  at  the  periph¬ 
ery.  Well  struck. 

1377  1877-S  MS-63.  Deep  silver  gray  and  gold  toning  intermingle 
nicely  with  flashy  mint  brilliance. 

1378  1878  Proof-63.  Smoky  olive  with  russet  and  blue  overtones  on 
the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  a  burst  of  magenta  and  gold  over 
deep  gray.  The  mirror  finish  is  bright  and  reflective,  though 
somewhat  subdued  on  the  reverse.  A  few  very  fine  hairlines 
are  noted  in  the  fields  but  overall  the  coin  is  exceptional  for 
the  grade. 

1379  1880  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Vivid  gunmetal-blue,  rose,  and  gold  iri¬ 
descence  grace  lilac  gray  mirror  fields  and  frosted  devices. 

1380  1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  highlights 
deep  mirror  fields  and  satiny  design  elements.  The  reverse 
shows  strong  cameo  contrast.  Repunching  noted  in  loops  of 
the  8s  in  the  date. 

1381  1884  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  touch  of  golden  toning 
on  both  sides.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Just  8,000  business  strikes 
were  produced  of  the  date.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

1382  1885  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  green  and  blue  iridescence  on 
the  obverse;  the  reverse  shows  original  brilliance  at  the  center, 
with  electric  blue  and  violet  at  the  rim. 

Gem  Business  Strike  1885  Quarter 


1383  1885  MS-64.  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  strong  lustre.  A  very 
choice  business  strike  of  the  date.  Far  rarer  than  Proofs  of  the 
date,  and  desirable  as  such. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Kissel  &  Victoria  Collections,  September  1989, 
Lot  255. 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1886  25£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1384  1886  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  exquisitely  preserved  Proof  ex- 
•  ample  of  the  date.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are 
deeply  mirrored.  Essentially  brilliant  on  the  obverse  with  an 
even  pale  pink  sheen  on  the  reverse. 


1385  1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deep  bluish  gray  on  the  obverse,  rose 
and  deep  blue  on  the  reverse.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


1386  1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Pale  powder  blue  and  rose  on  golden  gray 
surfaces.  Somewhat  prooflike. 


1387  1890  MS-64.  Soft  violet  across  the  obverse  while  the  reverse  is 
a  lustrous  silvery  gray  with  pleasing  golden  brown  overtones. 


1388  1890  Net  MS-61;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  but  light  hairlines  are  vis¬ 
ible  in  the  obverse  fields.  Primarily  brilliant  with  soft  blushes 
of  gold. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1891  Quarter 


1389  1891  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  iridescent  pink 
and  pale  sea  green  toning.  A  pretty  example  of  the  final  date  in 
the  design  type. 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
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1390  Trio  of  quarter  dollar  types:  ☆  1891-S  MS-60.  Steel  gray  and 
olive  toning  with  blue  highlights  at  the  centers  ☆  1917  Type  I. 
AU-55.  Lustrous  with  pale  mottled  toning  on  the  reverse  ☆ 
1920  MS-60.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  steel  gray  toning  on 
both  sides.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


Extraordinary  1893  Proof  250 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1391  1893  Proof-68  (NGC).  Deep  mirror  fields  and  frosty  devices 
display  a  varied  array  of  deep  rose,  violet,  gold,  and  blue  irides¬ 
cence  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas.  A  delightful 
gem  of  nearly  unsurpassable  quality. 

NGC  Census:  10;  2  finer  (Proof-69). 


Gem  Proof  1893  Quarter 


1392  1893  Proof-66  (NGC).  Even  smoky  gray  on  the  obverse;  the 
reverse  is  a  speckled  blend  of  gray  and  mint  brilliance. 

1393  1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a  pale  golden 
blush  on  both  sides.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

From  Paramount's  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  931. 

1394  Pair  of  Barber  quarters:  ☆  1897  Proof-62.  Toned  ☆  1897  MS- 
61.  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1898  Quarter 


1395  1898  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  lilac-gray  with  deep  orange-gold 
on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  mainly  deep  gunmetal-blue  with 
deep  scarlet  overtones.  Sharply  struck  and  choice  for  the 
grade. 

From  Paramount's  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  1511. 

1396  1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  specimen  with 
warm  golden  highlights  on  both  sides. 

From  Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  946. 

1397  1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 

From  Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  966. 

1398  1908-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny,  and  highly  lustrous. 
One  of  the  nicest  pieces  we  have  ever  seen  within  the  MS-63 
category,  a  coin  that  some  would  call  MS-64  without  fear  of 
contradiction. 

From  Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  975. 


1399  1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  golden  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 


1400  191 1-D  MS-63.  Pale  silver  and  gray  iridescence  with  slight  over¬ 
tones  of  russet  and  blue.  Lustrous  and  pleasing. 


1401 

1402  1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Deep  golden  gray  toning 
on  both  sides. 


1403  1916  Barber.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  golden  gem  with  strong 
lustre  and  pale  pink  iridescence.  From  the  final  year  of  Barber 
quarter  coinage. 

From  Paramount’s  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  997. 
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1415  1930  MS-66.  Shimmering  brilliance  with  tinges  of  soft  rose- 
toning  on  the  high  points.  Very  lustrous  and  pleasing. 

1416  1932-S  Washington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  touch  of 
mottled  golden  brown.  One  light  scratch  in  the  left  obverse 
field  is  noted. 


1404  1917  Type  I.  Standing  Liberty.  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
silver  surfaces  with  blushes  of  sea  green  and  russet  toning 
blended  on  each  side.  Very  appealing  aesthetically,  but  also 
technically.  Very  well  struck,  and  notably  free  of  surface  marks 
save  for  one  bagmark  well  hidden  in  the  eagle’s  wing.  A  lovely 
representative  of  the  type. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

Half  dollars  commence  with  1795  and  continue  to  include 
many  interesting  early  issues  as  well  as  Liberty  Seated,  Barber, 
and  Liberty  Walking  issues. 


1405  Quartette  of  mostly  Mint  State  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆ 

1917  Type  1.  MS-63.  Lustrous  steel  gray  ☆  1917-D  Type  I.  AU- 
58.  Mostly  brilliant  and  lustrous.  Slight  rub  is  noted  on  the 
highest  points  ☆  1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  1930 
MS-63.  Lustrous  with  pale  gray  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1406  Foursome  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆  1917  Type  I.  MS- 
63  ☆  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-62  FH  ☆  1926-D  MS-63  ☆  1930-S  MS- 
64.  All  display  some  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1407  Pair  of  Mint  State  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆  1917  Type  I. 
MS-62  FH.  Lustrous  golden  gray  ☆  1927  MS-63  FH.  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1408  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH.  Shimmering  silver  brilliance  at  the 
centers  with  traces  of  golden  brown  at  the  periphery.  Radi¬ 
antly  lustrous  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  Worthy  of  a  fine 
collection. 


1409  1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Pleasing  gold  and  soft  gray 
over  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  A  number  of  heavy  die  polish 
lines  are  noted  in  the  reverse  fields,  as  struck. 

1410  1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  smoky  gray  at  the  central  obverse 
changing  to  soft  russet  and  rose  toward  the  rims.  The  reverse 
is  deep  rose  and  gold.  Pleasing  underlying  lustre. 

From  David  Akers’s  sale  of  the  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998,  Lot 
1418. 

1411  1924  MS-64.  Bright  silver  surfaces  display  radiant  lustre. 
Nearly  brilliant  save  for  small  flecks  of  natural  olive  toning. 

1412  1926-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  toning  on 
both  surfaces.  Marks  are  noted  under  the  eagle’s  left  wing  for 
accuracy. 

From  David  Akers’  sale  of  the  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998,  Lot 
1426. 

1413  Selection  of  20th-century  quarters,  each  graded  MS-64:  ☆ 

1928-D  ☆  1929-S.  Soft  gray  and  yellow  toning  ☆  1930.  Pleasing 
golden  brown  ☆  1936  ☆  1949-D.  All  lustrous  and  brilliant  un¬ 
less  otherwise  noted.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1414  1928-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  extraordinarily  lus¬ 
trous.  Some  weakness  is  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  head,  and  on 
the  details  of  the  eagle’s  breast,  but  the  coin  is  still  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  A  couple  of  fine  die  cracks  are  noted  on  the  obverse. 


1417  1795  Overton-104.  Rarity-4.  Flowing  Hair.  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Deep  gray  patina  with  lighter  silver  on  the  highest  points  of 
the  devices.  A  few  very  minor  surface  marks  and  abrasions  are 
noted.  Quite  possibly  among  the  dozen  finest  of  this  scarce 
variety. 

A  thin  die  crack  connects  the  tops  of  LIBERTY. 

1418  1803  0-104.  Rarity-4.  Small  3.  VF-20.  Light  silvery  gray  with  a 
whisper  of  amber  toning.  An  attractive  example  of  the  scarce 
Small  3  variety. 

1806  Over  Inverted  6  Half  Dollar 


1419  1806  O-l  12.  Rarity-4.  6  Over  Inverted  6.  AU-50  (NGC).  Deep 
grayish  brown  with  traces  of  lustre  hiding  beneath  the  patina. 
A  curious  blundered  date  with  the  digit  6  initially  placed  in  the 
die  upside  down,  then  corrected.  A  bisecting  die  crack  created 
a  bi-planer  obverse  die  with  the  right  half  of  the  die  on  a 
higher  plane  resulting  in  the  left  side  of  the  coin  appearing  on 
a  lower  plane.  The  result  is  the  left  side  of  the  coin  has  stron¬ 
ger  details.  A  second  die  crack  from  the  right  obverse  border 
at  3:00  crosses  star  1 1  almost  reaching  the  neck  of  Liberty. 

1420  1806  O-l  20a.  Rarity-5.  Pointed  6.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF- 
40,  with  a  ring  of  light  surface  damage  on  the  obverse  center. 
Well  struck  with  nice  central  detail  though  some  softness  is 
noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  hair.  Some  lustre  remains  on  each  side 
in  the  protected  recesses.  A  rare  variety  with  all  diagnostic  die 
breaks  and  cracks  well  developed. 

From  the  NASCA  sale  of  the  7'.  James  Clarke  Collection.  June 
1978,  Lot  3982. 
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Desirable  1807  Draped  Bust  50£ 


1421  1807  O-103a.  Rarity-3.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50.  Pleasing  lustre 
beneath  moderate  overtones  of  russet  and  soft  blue-green. 
Some  softness  of  strike  is  noted,  as  often  seen  on  this  type.  A 
small  cut  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim  at  4:00,  a  minor  distrac¬ 
tion. 

1422  1807  0-112.  50  Over  20.  EF-45.  An  attractive  example  of  the 
first  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  issue,  typically  struck  with  weak¬ 
ness  at  the  center  of  obverse  and  reverse.  Considerable  lustre 
remains. 

1423  Large  selection  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  most  with  minor 
problems  as  noted:  ☆  1808/7  0-101.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of 
VF-35,  scratched  ☆  1809  O-l  09a.  I  111  edge.  Good-6  ☆  1812  O- 
110.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  VF-35,  scratched  ☆  1817  0-107. 
Rarity-3.  Good-6  ☆  1818  O-l 04a.  Rarity-3.  Good-4,  with  edge 
bruises  ☆  1818  O-109a.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  harshly 
cleaned  ☆  1820  0-104.  Rarity-4.  Net  Fine-15;  sharpness  of  VF- 
20,  dented  ☆  1820  0-108.  Net  VG-10;  sharpness  of  VF-20, 
lightly  bent  ☆  1821  0-105.  Fine-15  ☆  1825  0-113.  VF-25  ☆ 
1831  0-102.  Fine-12,  light  rim  bumps  ☆  1832  0-115.  Net  VF- 
30;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆  1835  0-103.  Net  VF-30; 
sharpness  of  EF-40,  light  environmental  damage  on  obverse  ☆ 
1835  0-108.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  brushed  ☆  1835 
0-109.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40  with  dents  ☆  1835  O- 
110.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  VF-35,  scratched.  (Total:  16 
pieces) 

1424  Offering  of  over  a  dozen  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1808/7 
0-101.  VF-20  ☆  1808  O-l 02a.  VF-35  ☆  1810  0-101.  VF-35  ☆ 
1812  0-104.  VF-30  ☆  1812  0-105.  VF-25  ☆  1818/7  0-101. 
Large  8.  VF-35  ☆  1818  0-112.  VF-35  ☆  1819  O-l  15.  Rarity-3. 
VF-25  ☆  1820  0-106.  VF-25  ☆  1830  0-120.  VF-30  ☆  1830  O- 
104.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  ☆  1832  0-106.  VF-30  ☆  1833  0-112.  VF-35 

☆  1835  0-105.  VF-35  ☆  1835  0-104.  Rarity-4.  VF-30.  (Total:  15 
pieces) 

1425  Selection  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1808  O-102a.  EF-45 

☆  1814  O-104a.  EF-40  ☆  1821  O-104a.  EF-45  ☆  1824  0-104. 
EF-40  ☆  1827  0-146.  Curl  Base  2.  EF-40  ☆  1832  0-103.  FF-40 

☆  1834  0-107.  Large  Date.  EF-45  ☆  1834  0-116.  Small  Date. 
EF-45  ☆  1836  0-105.  Rarity-3.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

1426  1808  0-108.  Rarity-3+.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  highly  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  with  silver  centers  and  vivid  orange,  russet,  and  blue 
toning  around  the  periphery,  brighter  on  the  obverse.  An  at¬ 
tractive  coin  for  the  date  or  type  collector. 


1427  1808  O-108a.  Rarity-4.  AU-55.  Attractive  olive-brown  toning 
over  rich  gray  surfaces.  Some  lustre  remains  in  the  protected 
recesses.  A  well-struck  example  of  the  design  type  with  respect¬ 
able  detail  on  each  side.  The  reverse  die  crack,  diagnostic  of 
the  subvariety  is  clearly  visible.  Struck  from  very  heavily 
clashed  dies. 

1428  Selection  of  high-grade  circulated  Capped  Bust  half  dollars, 
all  with  minor  problems:  ☆  1810  0-101.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness^ 
of  AU-55,  whizzed  ☆  1813  0-103.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF- 
45,  light  obverse  scratches  ☆  1821  O-106a.  Net  EF-40;  sharp-  I 
ness  of  AU-50,  whizzed  ☆  1825  0-116.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-25;j 
sharpness  of  EF-40,  whizzed  ☆  1826  0-102.  Net  VF-35;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆  1826  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Net  VF-35; 
sharpness  of  EF-45,  some  pitting  on  the  reverse  ☆  1826  0-109.  j 
Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  brushed  ☆  1826  O-l  16a.  Net  | 
EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1830  0-101.  Net  VF-35; ! 
sharpness  of  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆  1830  0-103.  Net  EF-45;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  AU-50,  obverse  scratches  ☆  1832  0-118.  Net  EF-45; 
sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1835  0-107.  Net  VF-35;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  AU-50,  polished  surfaces  with  some  underlying  pits. 
(Total:  12  pieces) 

1429  Trio  of  overdate  half  dollars:  ☆  181 1/10  0-101.  Overdate.  EF- 
40.  Pale  silver  gray  toning  at  the  devices  ☆  1814/3  O-lOla.  i 
Overdate.  VF-20.  Splashes  of  gold,  blue,  and  olive  toning  at  the 
peripheries  ☆  1822  0-101.  VF-30.  Rose-gray  toning  over  both 
surfaces.  The  so-called  overdate.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1430  Grouping  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  181 1  O-103a.  Rarity-  i 
3  ☆  1818/7  0-102.  EF-45  ☆  1821  0-102.  EF40  ☆  1826  0-109. 
EF-40  ☆  1831  0-119.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  ☆  1832  0-101.  Large  Let¬ 
ters.  FF-40  ☆  1834  0-113.  EF-40  ☆  1835  0-104.  Rarity-4.  EF- 
45.  All  pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade,  some  with  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

1431  Quartette  of  half  dollars:  ☆  1811  0-109.  Small  8.  EF-40. 
Splashes  of  golden  brown  toning  at  the  rims  ☆  1814  O-108a.  E 
Over  A  in  STATES.  EF-40.  Subdued  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 
1825  0-114.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning 
mostly  on  the  reverse  ☆  1835  0-106.  AU-50.  Lustrous  pearl 
gray  surfaces.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1432  1812  0-103.  AU-55.  Pleasing  silver  lustre  beneath  soft  golden 
gray  toning.  Sharply  struck  with  sharp  central  details. 

1433  Attractive  grouping  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1812  O-  I 
104.  EF-45  ☆  1819/8  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  9.  EF-40.  Struck  | 
from  a  later  state  of  the  dies,  but  not  advanced  quite  enough 
for  O-l 03a  ☆  1824  O-l  13.  EF-40  ☆  1828  O-l  10.  Square  Base  2. 
EF-45  ☆  1832  0-110.  EF-45  ☆  1833  0-108.  EF-45  ☆  1833  O- 
109.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  ☆  1835  0-105.  EF-40.  All  pleasing  for  the 
assigned  grade.  (Total:  8  pieces) 
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Choice  1812  O-105a  Half  Dollar 

Condition  Census 


1434  1812  O-105a.  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen,  brilliant  ex¬ 
cept  for  attractive  iridescent  peripheral  toning.  A  Condition 
Census  item  comfortably  in  the  range  of  65-65-64-63-63.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  coin  possesses  a  high  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Frontenac  Sale,  November  1991,  Lot  2173. 

1435  Pair  of  NGC-certifled  half  dollars:  ☆  1814  0-103.  EF-45.  Rich 
blue-green  and  golden  brown  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆  1830 
0-121.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of  pearl  gray  toning. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

Key  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


1436  1815/2  O-lOla.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Smooth  gray  surfaces  with 
deeper  toning  around  the  rims.  Two  old  short  scratches  are 
noted  on  the  obverse  field  just  left  of  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait. 
Still  a  respectable  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

While  not  rare  as  a  die  variety,  the  1815/2  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  has  al¬ 
ways  been  popular  with  collectors.  This  popularity  stems  from  the  fact  that 
date  collectors,  overdate  collectors,  and  also  variety  collectors  need  the  1815/ 
2  and  this  has  put  great  strain  on  the  availability  of  the  issue.  Only  a  single  die 
marriage  was  used  in  the  striking  of  the  coin,  causing  the  date  to  be  relatively 
scarce  in  the  marketplace  though  the  variety  is  relatively  common. 

From  the  NASCA  sale  of  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection,  June 
1978,  Lot  3997. 

1437  1817  O-106a.  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  brown  and  gray  toning  gives 
way  to  vivid  bluish  green  at  the  borders. 

This  is  the  “Single  Leaf’  die  state  of  Overton-106,  given  the  name  because 
the  top  pair  of  leaves  on  the  branch  has  been  polished  away  with  only  one 
leaf  now  visible.  This  may  be  one  of  the  finest  known  of  the  die  state.  An 
example  in  our  sale  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  was  graded  MS- 
61  with  this  example  the  next  highest  grade  of  which  we  are  aware. 

1438  1819/8  0-105.  Large  8.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58  with 
light  scratches  and  a  small  dig  on  Miss  Liberty’s  bust.  Gener¬ 
ous  lustre  remains  with  pleasing  halos  of  gold  and  blue  toning 
around  the  rims. 

1439  1821  0-102.  AU-50.  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  pale  gray  on 
the  highest  points  where  the  lustre  is  broken.  Delicate  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  highlights  the  periphery. 


1440  1821  O-105a.  AU-55.  Rich  golden  brown  over  lustrous  silvei 
surfaces.  A  well-struck  example. 

1441  Trio  of  1823  half  dollar  types:  ☆0-101.  Broken  3.  VF-20  O- 
101a.  Patched  3.  F-15  ☆  0-1 1 1.  Normal  3.  AU-50.  Each  dis¬ 
plays  splashes  of  pale  golden  brown  toning  at  the  rims.  (Total: 
3  pieces) 

1442  Capped  Bust  quartette:  ☆  1823  0-10 la.  Patched  3.  AU-50. 
Some  lustre  remains  ☆  1825  0-105.  AU-50.  Deep  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  some  underlying  lustre  ☆  1834  0-114.  Small 
Date.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  lustre  ☆  1835  0-107. 
EF-45.  Deep  gray  surfaces,  somewhat  lighter  on  the  high 
points.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1443  1823  0-107.  AU-55.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  slight  overtones  of 
pale  gray.  Pleasing  olive  toning  highlights  the  rims.  A  small 
scratch  is  noted  at  Miss  Liberty’s  cap  and  headband. 

1444  Capped  Bust  foursome,  each  graded  AU-50:  ☆  1824  0-107. 
Lustrous  with  a  trace  of  soft  champagne  ☆  1825  0-113.  Pale 
gray  with  highlights  of  gold  and  violet  ☆  1831  0-119.  Rarity-3. 
Mottled  steel  brown.  Two  short  obverse  scratches  are  noted  ☆ 
1836  0-110.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1445  Quartette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  all  lightly  circulated: 

'  ☆  1824  0-109.  Repunched  4  in  date.  AU-50  ☆  1826  0-105. 
Rarity-3.  ALT-53.  Deep  golden  brown  toning  ☆  1830  0-103. 
AU-53  ☆  1831  0-103.  AU-58.  All  lustrous  with  light  toning  un¬ 
less  otherwise  noted.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1446  1824  0-1 15.  AU-55.  Pleasing  mottled  steel  gray,  russet,  and  iri¬ 
descent  blue.  Underlying  mint  lustre  highlights  both  sides. 
Light  marks  are  noted  on  the  central  reverse. 

1447  Quartette  of  half  dollars:  ☆  1825  0-1 14.  EE-45.  Golden  brown 
toning  at  the  rims  ☆  1827  O-120a.  Rarity-3.  Square  Base  2.  AU- 
50.  A  rich  mixture  of  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces 
☆  1832  0-118.  Small  Letters.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  just  a  hint 
of  golden  toning  on  the  obverse  rim  ☆  1836  0-110.  Lettered 
Edge.  AU-50.  Iridescent  blue  and  gold  toning  at  the  rims.  (To¬ 
tal:  4  pieces) 

1448  Lightly  circulated  threesome:  ☆  1825  0-117.  Rarity-4.  Frosty 
silver  lustre  with  flecks  of  deep  gray  ☆  1830  0-101.  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  ☆  1834  0-105.  Large  Date.  AU-58.  Deep 
golden  gray  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


1449  1826  0-110.  MS-63.  A  wonderful  example  with  satinv  lustre 
and  gold  and  green  toning  against  ivory  surfaces.  This  lovely 
Mint  State  early  half  dollar  is  reminiscent  of  many  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection. 


51 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning,  Jr.  Collection 


1450  1827  0-1 14.  Rarity-4.  Square  Base  2.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  very 
beautiful.  A  highly  lustrous  coin  that  will  appeal  to  the  date 
collector  as  well  as  the  variety  specialist. 


1451  1827  0-1 17.  Rarity-3.  Square  Base  2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
at  the  centers  with  delicate  golden  toning,  specially  at  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful.  A  coin  with  a  very  gen¬ 
erous  quotient  of  eye  appeal  and  thus  worth  more  then  a  typi¬ 
cal  “MS-63  price.” 

1452  Quartette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1827  0-1 20a.  Rar- 
ity-4.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  rose  overtones  ☆  1830  0-120.  AU- 
58.  Lustrous  with  pale  gray  highlights  ☆  1831  0-113.  Rarity-4. 
AU-50.  Mottled  silver  and  deep  gray  ☆  1836  0-114.  AU-55. 
Lustrous  pale  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


1453  1828  0-1 18.  Rarity-3.  Square  Base  2,  Small  8s,  Large  Letters. 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  golden 
toning.  Outstanding  for  the  grade. 

While  identified  by  PCGS  as  Square  2,  Large  8  on  their  holder,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  our  staff  that  this  is  actually  Square  Base  2,  Small  8s. 


Superb  1830  Half  Dollar 


1454  1830  0-102.  MS-62.  Dazzlingly  brilliant,  with  lustrous  frosty 
surfaces.  A  truly  superb  specimen  which  will  delight  the  most 
fastidious  buyer.  Quality  such  as  this  is  exceedingly  rare.  Coins 
of  this  caliber  are  what  traditional  American  numismatics  is  all  | 
about. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Kissel  and  Victoria  Collections,  September 
1989,  Lot  290.  Previously  from  our  sale  of  the  Dr.  Curtis  R.  Paxman 
Collection,  November  1974,  Lot  624. 

1455  Three  lightly  circulated  half  dollars  with  minor  problems:  ☆ 
1831  0-111.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55  with  reverse] 
scratches  ☆  1831  0-1 17.  Rarity-4.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-j 
55,  lightly  cleaned  ☆  1835  0-102.  Rarity-3.  Net  AU-50;  sharp-! 
ness  of  AU-55  with  hairlines.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1456  1832  0-107.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Fully  brilliant  and  quite  sharply 
struck  with  a  whisper  of  faint  champagne  toning.  A  few  minor 
surface  marks  are  noted.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  date  col¬ 
lector  or  type  coin  enthusiast. 


Mint  State  1837  Half  Dollar 


1457  1837  MS-63.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning  over  satiny  lustrous 
surfaces. 

Second  year  of  the  design  type  with  reeded  edge  and  with  the  reverse  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS. 

1458  1837  MS-61.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  borders. 
Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  Another  example  of  this 
popular  “type”  coin. 

1459  Trio  of  Reeded  Edge  half  dollars:  ☆  1837  AU-50.  Blue  and 
magenta  highlights  ☆  1839  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  just  a  hint  of 
gold  toning  at  the  rims  ☆  1839-0.  VF-20.  Cleaned  long  ago. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

1460  Pair  of  Reeded  Edge  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆  1837  AU-50. 
Gray  with  rosy  highlights  ☆  1838  EF-40.  Pale  steel  gray.  (Total: 
2  pieces) 
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1839  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 

The  Final  Year  for  this  Design 


1461  1839  Capped  Bust.  MS-63.  Deeply  toned  with  lilac,  amber, 
and  blue  most  prominent.  The  final  Capped  Bust  half  dollar 
issue  from  a  transitional  year  marking  the  start  of  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  Liberty  Seated  design  for  this  denomination. 

1462  1844  MS-61  (ANACS).  Very  sharply  struck  with  excellent  defi¬ 
nition  of  detail.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  though  some  ar¬ 
eas  of  soft  rose,  gold,  and  iridescent  blue  are  noted.  Very  aes¬ 
thetically  attractive  and  conservatively  graded  in  this 
cataloguer’s  opinion. 

1463  1854-0  Arrows.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  lightly 
cleaned  in  the  past.  Light  hairlines  are  visible,  but  the  surfaces 
are  beginning  to  retone  soft  gold  around  the  periphery.  Still 
lustrous  and  sharply  struck  with  bold  central  definition. 

1464  1858-0  MS-63.  Mostly  brilliant  save  for  soft  blushes  of  russet. 
Lustrous  and  pleasing  overall. 


Choice  Proof  1860  Half  Dollar 


1465  1860  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Soft  champagne  accents  over  brilliant 
mirror  Proof  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny.  An 
attractive  Proof  example  for  the  year. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.,  Collection,  April  1997, 
Lot  1982. 


1466  1860  Proof-63.  Primarily  brilliant  surfaces,  though  some  light 
gray  toning  is  seen.  Some  light  hairlines  are  noted.  Overall,  the 
coin  retains  nice  visual  appeal. 

Although  the  Proof  mintage  for  this  coin  is  posted  1,000  pieces  ,  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  fewer  than  half  that  number  actually  saw  distribution,  and  of  those 
that  did,  many  have  since  become  lost  or  damaged.  The  coin  offered  here  is 
an  exceptional  survivor. 

From  our  sale  of  the  estate  of  Byron  F.  Johnson,  Jr.,  January  1989, 
Lot  4018. 


1467  1861  Proof-62.  Deeply  mirrored  fields,  each  side  being  bril¬ 
liant  toward  the  centers.  The  rims  are  toned  soft  russet  and  iri¬ 
descent  blue  to  varying  degrees.  Some  faint  hairlines  are 
noted,  but  still  a  respectable  example  for  the  grade. 


Choice  Proof  1862  Half  Dollar 

From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


1468  1862  Proof-64  (NGC).  Mottled  champagne  and  gold  toning 
over  reflective  silvery  gray  surfaces.  One  of  just  550  Proofs 
struck  in  this  year.  An  impressive  coin  with  an  impressive  pedi¬ 
gree. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997, 
Lot  1991.  Formerly  acquired  by  J.M.  Clapp,  probably  before  1894; 
.  fohn  //.  Clapp.  Clapp  estate. 


Choice  Proof  1863  Half  Dollar 


1469  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Heavy  russet  and  iridescent  blue  over 
mirror  fields.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny.  Several  small 
lint  marks  are  noted  on  each  side,  as  made. 

Lint  marks,  often  pointed  out  in  our  cataloguing,  are  very  often  found  on 
19th-century  Proof  coins.  During  normal  maintenance  of  Proof  dies,  mint 
employees  would  wipe  them  with  cloth  rags  to  remove  metal  fragments  or 
other  debris.  The  rags  themselves  would  often  leave  tiny  threads  and  other 
fine  textile  debris  adhering  to  the  surface  of  the  dies.  During  the  striking  of 
the  next  Proof  coin,  these  bits  of  cloth  debris  would  be  struck  into  the 
planchet  leaving  tiny  wormlike  depressions  in  the  surface  of  the  coin.  Usu¬ 
ally  these  are  most  noticeable  on  pristine  mirror  fields,  though  if  large 
enough,  they  are  sometimes  risible  across  the  devices. 

1470  1868-S  Net  AU-53;  sharpness  of  58,  but  some  hairlines  are 
noted  on  each  side  from  a  cleaning  long  ago.  Surfaces  are  now 
toned  a  medium  gray  with  soft  russet  highlights.  Some  lustre 
remains  on  each  side,  most  notably  on  the  reverse. 

From  David  Akers’s  sale  of  the  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998,  Lot 
1570. 
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Delightful  Proof  1873  Arrows  50# 


1471  1873  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Opaque  gray  toning  over 
bright  silver  surfaces.  Though  subdued  somewhat  by  the  ton¬ 
ing,  the  frosted  fields  still  form  a  nice  contrast  against  the  mir¬ 
rored  fields.  A  nice  example  for  the  grade  and  one  of  just  550 
reported  struck  in  Proof  format. 

Scarce  1873-CC  Arrows  50C 


1472  1873-CC  Arrows.  AU-53.  Some  slight  weakness  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  head,  but  otherwise  sharply  struck.  Some  lustre  re¬ 
mains  on  both  sides,  a  nice  complement  to  the  faint  rose  and 
gold  toning.  An  elusive  and  desirable  issue. 


Gem  Proof  1877  Half  Dollar 


1473  1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  Nearly  full  brilliance  with  narrow  arcs 
of  deep  violet  toning  around  the  rims.  The  satiny  silver  devices 
display  heavy  mint  frost  and  contrast  nicely  against  the  deeply 
mirrored  fields.  A  lovely  gem  Proof,  one  of  just  510  struck  in 
this  coinage  year. 


1474  1877  Net  MS-61;  sharpness  of  MS-63  but  an  area  of  light  micro¬ 
scopic  pitting  is  noted  on  each  side.  Mostly  brilliant  save  for 
blushes  of  warm  gold.  Still  quite  lustrous  and  aesthetically  ap¬ 
pealing  in  spite  of  the  minor  problem. 


1475  1877-S  MS-64.  Rich  steel  gray  surfaces  with  heavy  overtones  ol  I 
russet  at  the  center  changing  to  soft  blue  toward  the  rims] 
Both  sides  display  bright  lustre.  A  very  choice  specimen  with  I 
deep  original  toning. 

1476  1878  Proof-63.  Reflective  silver  Proof  fields  with  mottled  steell 
gray  and  blue  toning  on  each  side. 

1477  1878  Proof-63.  A  splendid  specimen  of  virtually  indescribable  | 
beauty— a  panoply  of  iridescent  hues  no  doubt  acquired  from  I 
long-time  storage  in  an  old-time  Wayte  Raymond  “National” 
holder.  Quality  such  as  this  is  seldom  seen.  Number-wise,  we 
assigned  the  Proof-63  designation,  but  it  would  have  a  market 
value  significantly  over  what  a  normal  Proof-63  would  bring. 

Proof  half  dollars  of  this  particular  date  are  a  bit  more  elusive  than  the 
mintage  figure  of  800  indicates.  The  writer  recalls  that  circa  1954-1955  a  I 
search  was  mounted  for  a  “nice”  example,  and  it  took  more  than  a  year  to  | 
find  one! 

1478  1879  MS-62.  A  beautiful  and  somewhat  prooflike  example,  j| 
though  a  few  light  hairlines  on  the  obverse  keep  this  from  a 
higher  grade.  Brilliant,  lustrous  and  offering  a  high  degree  of 
aesthetic  appeal. 


1479  1881  Proof-64.  A  delightful  and  choice  example  with  a  few 
trivial  marks  noted  for  accuracy.  Bright  and  reflective  fields 
moderately  toned  in  mottled  russet  and  blue.  Satiny  devices. 

1480  1881  MS-62  PL.  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  reflective  mirror 
fields.  From  a  modest  business  strike  mintage  of  10,000  pieces. 
Mint  State  business  strikes  are  significantly  rarer  than  compa¬ 
rable  Proofs. 


1481  1882  Proof-64.  A  delightful  Proof  with  bold  cameo  contrast. 
Delicate  golden  brown  toning  highlights  the  rims.  A  beautiful 
example. 
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1482  1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  devices  against  the 
deeply  mirrored  Proof  fields  offer  a  pleasing  cameo  contrast. 
Bold  and  brilliant.  A  few  light  surface  marks  keep  this  from  a 
higher  grade. 


1483  1889  Proof-64.  A  lovely  brilliant  Proof  with  just  the  slightest 
touch  of  soft  golden  brown  toning  at  the  rims.  The  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  exhibit  some  light  handling  marks,  noted  for  accu¬ 
racy. 

1484  1890  Proof-63.  Fully  brilliant  with  sharp,  frosty  devices  and 
lovely  mirror  fields.  Some  light  obverse  hairlines  are  noted.  A 
mere  590  Proof  examples  were  coined  of  this  date. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Byron  F.  Johnson,  Jr.,  Collection,  January 
1989,  Lot  479. 

Gem  Mint  State  1890  500 


1485  1890  MS-65.  A  satiny  gem  specimen  with  outstanding  bril¬ 
liance  and  lustre.  Bold  central  details  on  each  side.  Some  sur¬ 
face  marks  are  noted  on  the  obverse. 


Prooflike  Gem  1891  Half  Dollar 


I486  1891  MS-67  (NGC).  Bright  silver  prooflike  fields  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  with  slight  russet  iridescence.  The  reverse  displays 
mottled  lavender  and  pale  blue  over  equally  prooflike  fields. 
The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny.  A  number  of  surface  marks, 
obscured  somewhat  by  the  toning,  are  visible  under  close  in¬ 
spection. 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  Half  Dollar 


1487  1895-S  Barber.  MS-64.  A  deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  The  surfaces  on 
both  sides  are  a  blend  of  light  magenta,  gray,  and  delicate 
gold.  While  the  1895-S  is  not  rare  in  absolute  terms,  pieces  at 
this  grade  level  are  indeed  hard  to  find. 


1488  1898  Proof-64.  Deeply  toned  on  each  side  in  russet,  blue,  and 
gold.  Reflective  mirror  fields  flash  beneath  the  toning  while 
the  devices  are  satiny.  A  sharp  textural  contrast  is  noted  on  the 
reverse,  though  the  obverse  seems  more  uniform. 


1489  1900  MS-64.  Pleasing  original  mint  lustre  beneath  blended  rus¬ 
set  and  honey  gold.  Traces  of  soft  sea  green  are  noted  at  the 
rims.  A  lovely  type  coin,  nearly  a  century  old. 
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1490  1906-D  MS-63.  Radiant  original  mint  lustre  accented  by  blu¬ 
shes  of  soft  golden  brown.  Otherwise  bright  silver  surfaces.  A 
beautiful  example  from  this  first  production  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint. 


1491  1909  Net  MS-62;  but  actually  MS-64.  Lustrous  gray 
pearlescence  with  highlights  of  rose  and  gold.  Obverse  stars 
one  through  eight,  and  some  letters  of  the  legend  have 
grooves  through  them  caused  from  what  instrument  or  pro¬ 
cess  we  are  not  aware.  They  resemble  planchet  striations,  but 
are  part  of  a  circular,  not  linear  pattern.  Prospective  bidders 
are  asked  to  examine  the  piece  with  care. 

1492  191 1-D  MS-63.  Pleasing  soft  gray  pearlescence.  Small  accents 
of  rich  honey  gold  are  just  beginning  to  appear.  An  aesthetic 
delight. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Lee  F.  Hewett  Collection,  November  1984,  Lot 
2240. 


1493  1912  MS-62.  Mostly  brilliant  with  faint  blushes  of  soft  gold  and 
russet. 


1494  1915-D  MS-64.  An  incredibly  lustrous  coin,  in  fact  nearly  as 
much  so  as  one  could  imagine.  Shimmering  brilliance  save  for 
wisps  of  soft  champagne  toning.  Some  light  marks  are  noted 
on  the  obverse  commensurate  with  the  grade,  but  the  reverse 
is  nearly  pristine. 


Lustrous  1916  Liberty  Walking  50£ 


1495  1916  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  warm  over¬ 
tones  of  champagne.  Somewhat  weakly  struck,  the  central  de¬ 
sign  details  showing  usual  weakness.  Still  a  respectable  gem 
specimen  of  this  first  year  of  issue. 

First  year  of  the  design  by  Adolph  A.  Weinman. 


1496  1916  AU-55.  Uniform  soft  gray  with  some  lustre  remaining. 

1497  Mint  State  quintette  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  grading 
MS-63,  except  where  noted:  ☆  1917  MS-62.  Pale  golden  high¬ 
lights  ☆  1934.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  minute  spotting 
on  the  obverse  ☆  1936.  Lustrous  ☆  1936-S.  Subdued  lustre  ☆ 
1937.  Lustrous  with  hint  of  golden  gray  toning.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

1498  1917-D  Obverse  mintmark.  MS-63.  Bright  silver  lustre  behind 
smoky  gray  and  russet  toning.  A  pleasing  Mint  State  example 
of  the  type. 

Choice  Mint  State  1917-S  50£ 

With  Obverse  Mintmark 


1499  1917-S  Obverse  mintmark.  MS-63.  Nearly  brilliant  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  slight  traces  of  pale  rose.  Frosty  original  mint  lustre 
on  both  sides.  Some  softness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  highest 
points. 


Choice  Mint  State  1918-S  50£ 


1500  1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  traces  of  soft  gray  toning 
on  the  highlights.  Highly  lustrous  and  struck  from  worn, 
clashed  and  repolished  dies.  Some  weakness  is  noted  through 
the  central  details  as  often  found  on  branch  mint  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars. 


Lustrous  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1501  1918-S  MS-64.  A  lustrous  beauty  of  outstanding  quality.  A  hint 
of  golden  toning  is  seen  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  at  the  cen¬ 
ters,  not  a  full  sharpness— but  virtually  none  are.  This  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  nicest  pieces  we  have  seen  at  this  grade  level. 
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Lovely  1920-S  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1502  1920-S  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces  and  a  touch 
of  rose  at  the  rims.  A  glittering  specimen  of  a  popular  branch 
mint  issue.  Choice  for  the  grade,  with  much  central  detail 
present. 


Mint  State  192 1-S  50# 

Key  Date  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1503  192 1-S  MS-62.  Pale  champagne  highlights  on  lustrous  surfaces. 
An  altogether  pleasing  example  of  this  desirable  key  date.  A 
few  faint  horizontal  slide  marks  can  be  seen  across  Liberty’s 
knees,  hence  our  grade  designation. 


Gorgeous  Gem  Mint  State  1927-S  50# 

A  Lustrous  Beauty 


UtisJumD 

rUVli'fd 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1504  1927-S  MS-65.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  graces  satiny  gem  sur¬ 
faces.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  decent  details  at  Liberty’s 
cap  and  hand  area;  these  areas  are  not  fully  struck,  but  are 
sharper  than  typically  seen. 

Struck  from  clashed  dies,  a  circumstance  not  often  seen  within  the  design 
type;  evidence  of  this  is  plain  on  the  reverse.  The  dies  were  also  heavily  pol¬ 
ished;  myriad  tiny  raised  lines  can  be  seen  in  the  fields. 


1505  1927-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces. 

1506  1927-S  AU-53.  Pale  champagne  toning  on  the  obverse,  slightly 
deeper  in  places  on  the  reverse. 

1507  1929-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  soft  gray  surfaces  with  pleasing  mint 
lustre. 

1508  Trio  of  certified  half  dollars,  each  grading  MS-66:  ☆  1934 
(NGC)  ☆  19.37  (2).  One  (PCGS),  one  (NGC).  Each  is  brilliant 
and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1509  Quartette  of  lustrous  half  dollars,  all  MS-64:  ☆  1934-D 
1935  ☆  1935-D  ☆  1936-1).  Each  displays  various  degrees  of 
golden  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 
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1934-S  MS-64.  Lustrous.  Satiny  champagne  surfaces  display 
gold  and  pale  violet  toning  at  the  rims. 


1514  1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  surfaces  with  just  a 
touch  of  frost  on  the  high  points. 

1515  1938-1)  MS-63.  Lustrous  pale  champagne  surfaces  show  a 
touch  of  sky  blue  in  the  fields.  A  popular  low-mintage  date  in  a 
highly  collectable  grade. 

1516  Short  set  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars,  with  grades  averag¬ 
ing  MS-64  to  MS-65:  ☆  1941  ☆  1941-D  ☆  1941-S  ☆  1942  ☆ 
1942-D  ☆  1942-S  ☆  1943  ☆  1943-D  ☆  1943-S  ☆  1944  ☆  1944-D 
☆  1944-S  ☆  1945  ☆  1945-D  ☆  1945-S  ☆  1946  ☆  1946-D  ☆ 
1946-S  ☆  1947  ☆  1947-D.  Some  are  brilliant  and  lustrous  while 
others  display  various  degrees  of  golden  gray  toning.  (Total: 
20  pieces) 

1517  Selection  of  Mint  State  half  dollars:  ☆  1941  MS-64  ☆  1941-D 
MS-65  ☆1941-S  MS-64  ☆  1942  MS-63  ☆  1942-D  MS-65  ☆  1942- 
S  MS-65  ☆  1943  MS-64  ☆  1943-D  MS-63  ☆  1943-S  MS-64.  Each 
piece  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  well  matched  group.  (Total:  9 
pieces) 


1518  1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant  and  attractive. 


1935-S  MS-65.  A  lustrous  silver  gray  gem  with  pale  golden 
highlights.  Nicely  struck  with  decent  central  details  present. 


1519  Grouping  of  Mint  State  half  dollars:  ☆  1944  MS-65  ☆  1944-D 


1512  Pair  of  choice  Proof  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars:  ☆  1937 
Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  blush  of  pale  gold.  Some  faint 
obverse  hairlines  are  noted  ☆  1941  Proof-64.  Mostly  brilliant 
with  soft  speckled  gray  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


MS-63  ☆  1944-S  MS-65  ☆  1945  MS-65  ☆  1945-D  MS-65  ☆  1945- 
S  MS-64  ☆  1946  MS-65  ☆  1946-D  MS-64  ☆  1946-S  MS-65  ☆] 
1947  MS-64  ☆  1947-D  MS-64.  All  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.! 
(Total:  11  pieces) 


1513  Grouping  of  half  dollars  grading  MS-64,  except  where  noted: 

☆  1937-D.  Lustrous  golden  orange  surfaces  ☆  1937-S.  Lus¬ 
trous  silver  gray  ☆  1938.  Splashes  of  golden  brown  toning  on 
the  obverse  ☆  1939.  Lustrous  ☆  1939-D.  Lustrous  with  a  few 
minor  toning  spots  ☆  1939-S.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  1940. 
MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  1940-S.  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  8  pieces) 


1520  Roll  of  1946-D  half  dollars.  Average  grade  MS-63  to  MS-65. 

Some  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  20  pieces) 


end  of  Session 
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SESSION  TWO 


Tuesday,  August  31,  6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  200 1  -2420;  2459-2464 
Pattern  Coins:  Lots  242 1  -2434 
Private  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lots  2435-2439 
Mint  and  Proof  Sets:  Lots  2440-2458 


Sit  .ver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  from  1798  onward  are  presented  in  the  pages 
to  follow.  Among  Liberty  Seated  issues  there  are  a  number  of 
notable  pieces  including  a  memorable  pair  of  1865  Proofs. 
Morgan  dollars  run  from  early  to  late  and  comprise  Mint  State 
pieces  (primarily)  and  other  desirable  issues,  after  which  a 
selection  of  Peace  dollars  will  be  found. 

2001  1798  Bowers  Borckardt-1 12,  Bolender-15.  Rarity-3.  Wide 
Date,  Heraldic  Eagle.  VF-25  (NGC).  Dark  gray  fields  with 
lighter  silver  devices.  An  attractive  example.  Splashes  of  deep 
steel  are  noted  along  with  a  few  very  minor  surface  abrasions. 
As  early  dollars  continue  to  gain  in  popularity,  as  they  have 
been  for  the  past  several  years,  nice  examples  have  become  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  to  locate. 

2002  1799  BB-161,  B-ll.  Normal  Date.  EF-45  (ANACS).  A  sharply 
struck  and  well-centered  impression  with  dark  gray  patina  and 
pale  rose  highlights.  A  few  minor  surface  marks  are  noted, 
quite  common  to  these  large  old  silver  coins. 

A  reverse  die  crack  from  the  border  at  9:00  extends  through  the  wing  to 
the  star  left  of  the  eagle’s  beak. 

2003  1843  EF-40.  Pale  gray  surfaces  with  some  minimal  contact 
marks. 


2004  1845  AU-58.  Nicely  toned  blue  with  golden  overtones.  An  area 
of  dark  toning  is  seen  from  the  second  to  the  ninth  star  on  the 
obverse.  On  the  reverse  a  similar  area  of  dark  toning  is  noted 
from  the  rim,  to  a  point  in  the  field  between  N  in  UNITED  and 
the  eagle’s  right  wing.  Overall,  an  attractive  specimen  that  is 
highly  underrated  in  this  state  of  preservation.  A  mere  24,500 
pieces  were  issued  for  circulation  and  few  are  known  today  in 
Mint  State.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  alert  collector. 


2005  1847  MS-61.  A  brilliant  Uncirculated  example  with  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Here  is  the  ideal  candidate  for  a  type  set. 


About  Uncirculated  1850-0  Dollar 


2006  1850-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  blue  and  golden  toning.  Better 
than  average  strike  for  this  issue,  which  is  usually  weak  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  head,  or  the  eagle’s  head  and  claws. 

This  is  the  second  year  that  silver  dollars  were  coined  at  the  New  Orleans 
Mint. 


2007  1853  AU-58.  Some  prooflike  quality  remains  in  the  fields  as 
does  some  pleasing  lustre.  Rose  and  gold  highlights. 
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Proof  1859  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 


2008  1859  Proof-63.  Highly  reflective  Proof  fields  behind  sharp  sat¬ 
iny  gray  devices.  Some  pleasing  pale  gray  toning  is  noted  on 
each  side.  Very  well  struck  with  full  definition  on  all  central 
details.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  800  pieces,  from  which 
slightly  over  400  were  distributed,  and  probably  no  more  than 
300  to  400  exist  today. 


Attractive  1859  Proof  Dollar 


2009  1859  Proof-62.  Almost  fully  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  light 
golden  toning  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen. 


2010  1859  Proof-60.  Light  golden  toning  over  fully  reflective  sur¬ 
faces.  The  light  hairlines  are  not  distracting  and  the  specimen 
is  attractive  for  the  grade. 

How  unusual  it  is  to  have  three  Proof  1859  dollars  in  a  single  sale! 


Rare  1859-S  Dollar 


2011  1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Somewhat  cloudy  red  and  gold  toning 
with  some  mint  lustre  showing  through.  Examples  of  this,  the 
first  silver  dollar  struck  at  San  Francisco,  are  scarce  in  all 
grades  and  rare  in  AU  or  finer  preservation. 

The  mintage  amounted  to  just  20,000  pieces,  struck  upon  request  of  local 
merchants  who  desired  a  trade  dollar  for  use  in  China.  Virtually  all  were  ex¬ 
ported  and  later  melted,  accounting  for  the  elusive  quality  of  the  variety  to¬ 
day. 


Lovely  Proof-64  1861  Dollar 


2012  1861  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  golden  toned  example 
with  pleasing  magenta  and  blue  highlights.  Although  1,000 
Proof  1861  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  were  issued,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  only  about  350  were  ever  sold.  Thus,  of  the  issues 
dated  in  the  early  1860s,  the  1861  is  the  rarest  Proof. 


2013  1864  Proof-62.  Toned  in  blue,  magenta,  and  gold.  While  47C 
specimens  were  reported  as  being  struck  in  Proof,  probably  nc 
more  than  200  to  300  exist  today. 
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Stunning  Proof  1865  Dollar 


2014  1865  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  that  will  delight  the 
most  fastidious  collector.  The  dazzling  Proof  surfaces  are  ever 
so  lightly  toned  in  pale  gold.  500  Proof  silver  dollars  were 
minted  in  this  year,  and  all  were  distributed  with  silver  Proof 

sets.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 
- - - 

— 

Proof-65  1865  Half  Dollar 


The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


I  2015  1865  Proof-65.  Champagne  and  pale  golden  toning  enhances 
the  deep  mirror  surfaces.  A  fantastic  specimen  that  is  sure  to 
delight  its  new  owner.  This  is  the  last  year  of  the  type  without 
the  motto  on  the  reverse.  An  important  opportunity. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997, 
Lot  2236.  Earlier  from  the  Edm.  R.  Wolcott  Collection,  Edouard 
Frossard,  May  17,  1901;  possibly  replacing  a  coin  bought  from  the 
Chapman  Brothers  in  November  1893;  J.  M.  Clapp;  John  H.  Clapp. 
Clapp  estate. 


Choice  Proof  1868  Silver  Dollar 


2016  1868  Proof-63.  Pale  gray  and  golden  brown  toning  on  each 
side.  Deeply  mirrored  and  sharply  struck,  the  details  being 
well  defined.  Clearly  wiped  at  one  time  as  line  hairlines  are 
moderately  plentiful  on  both  sides.  Fortunately  the  toning  ob¬ 
scures  them  somewhat.  Still  satisfying  for  the  grade  assigned. 
From  a  Proof  mintage  of  600  pieces. 


Splendid  1870-CC  $1  Rarity 


2017  1870-CC  MS-60.  Die  combination  1-D.  Beautifully  toned  in 
pale  gold  and  blue  hues.  As  the  first  Carson  City  silver  dollar 
from  the  new  mint,  this  issue  has  always  been  in  strong  de¬ 
mand.  From  the  original  mintage  of  11,758,  only  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  pieces  exist  today,  nearly  all  of  which  are  below  the  Mint 
State  level.  Here  is  a  very  attractive  specimen  that  is  certain  to 
please  its  new  owner. 


2018  1871  Net  Proof-60;  sharpness  of  Proof-63,  polished.  Certainly 
an  intriguing  coin  to  ponder. 

Why  would  someone  polish  a  Proof  coin?  This  reminds  us  of  the  classic 
question:  why  would  someone  want  to  gild  a  lily?  Perhaps  the  coin  had  some 
deep  iridescent  toning  that  someone  took  exception  to.  Of  course,  we  will 
never  know.  The  result,  however,  is  a  bright  Proof  which  should  provide  an 
affordable  opportunity  for  the  collector  of  limited  means. 


Superb  1873  Proof  Dollar 


2019  1873  Proof-64  (NGC).  An  attractive  and  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample.  The  satin  surfaces  on  the  devices  are  dramatically  high¬ 
lighted  by  the  fully  reflective  fields.  The  reported  mintage  is 
600  pieces  in  Proof,  although  it  seems  likely  some  remained 
unsold  and  were  melted.  This  is  the  final  year  of  issue  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  dollar. 


2020  1878  8  Tailfeather  duo,  grading  MS-64.  One  with  brilliant 
prooflike  surfaces,  the  other  displays  a  mixture  of  olive  green, 
magenta,  and  golden  orange.  (Total:  2  pieces) 
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2021  Quartette  of  PCGS-graded  Morgan  silver  dollars:  ☆  1878  8 
Tailfeathers.  MS-63  ☆  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  Strong.  MS-61  ☆ 
1881-CC  MS-64  ☆  1884-0  MS-65.  All  are  brilliant.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

2022  Selection  of  Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars:  Contains  14  dif¬ 
ferent  dates  and  mints,  1878  8  Tailfeathers  -  1934-D,  average 
grade  is  MS-62.  An  interesting  group.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

2023  Group  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  grading  MS-64:  ☆  1878 
7  Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse.  Prooflike.  Lightly  frosted  devices 
with  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ☆  1880.  Golden  toning  at  the 
peripheries  with  splashes  of  blue  ☆  1880-S.  Nearly  full  bril¬ 
liance  with  just  a  hint  of  golden  brown  at  the  rims  ☆  1882-S. 
Lustrous  with  just  a  whisper  of  golden  brown  highlights  ☆ 
1921  Morgan.  Subdued  lustre  with  splashes  of  golden  toning 
☆  1922.  Lustrous  ☆  1925.  Lovely  golden  lustre  ☆  1935.  Pale 
pearl  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

2024  Quartette  of  Morgan  dollars:  ☆  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse 
of  79.  MS-63  ☆  1878-CC  MS-63  ☆  1881-CC  MS-64  ☆  1885-CC 
MS-61.  All  are  fully  brilliant,  except  the  last,  which  has  pale 
golden  toning  on  the  peripheries.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2025  1878-CC  MS-65  PL.  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  magenta  toning 
in  the  peripheries.  A  wonderful  gem  example  of  the  first 
Carson  City  silver  dollar. 

2026  Selection  of  Carson  City  dollars:  ☆  1878-CC  ☆  1880-CC  ☆ 
1881-CC  ☆  1882-CC  ☆  1883-CC  ☆  1884-CC  ☆  1885-CC.  The 
average  grade  is  MS-62.  An  interesting  and  valuable  group. 
(Total:  7  pieces) 

2027  Selection  of  Mint  State  silver  dollars:  ☆  1879  MS-63.  Deep  steel 
blue  and  magenta  ☆  1880-S  MS-65.  Obverse  displays  lovely 
blue-green  and  magenta,  the  reverse  displays  golden  lustre  ☆ 
1883-0  MS-64.  Intermingled  gold,  blue,  and  reddish  orange 
iridescence  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  is  pale  magenta,  blue, 
and  lavender  ☆  1884-0  MS-63.  Silver  gray  with  magenta,  or¬ 
ange,  and  sea  green  at  the  devices  ☆  1896  MS-64  (2).  Pale  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence  on  the  obverse  with  just  a  touch  of  gold  at  the 
reverse  rims  ☆  1897-S  MS-64.  Lovely  pearl  gray  iridescence  ☆ 
1921  Morgan.  MS-63.  Splashes  of  rich  golden  brown  and  pale 
violet  on  both  surfaces  ☆  1934  Peace.  MS-63.  Golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1879-CC  Dollar 


2028  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-64.  Lightly  frosted  devices 
complement  the  lustrous  fields.  Well  struck  and  attractive. 
This  is  one  of  three  key  dates  among  Carson  City  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars,  the  others  being  1889-CC  and  1893-CC. 


2029  Quartette  of  MS-66  Morgan  dollars:  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  obverse,  while  the  reverse  displays 
mottled  golden  brown  with  iridescent  blue  highlights  ☆  1880- 
S.  Lightly  frosted  devices  with  a  splash  of  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 

1881- S.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  splashes  of  reddish  orange  and 
blue  at  the  peripheries  ☆  1886.  Lovely  golden  brown  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2030  Half  dozen  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-65:  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Re¬ 
verse.  Golden  brown  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims.  Lustrous  ☆ 

1882- S.  Nearly  full  brilliance  with  just  a  hint  of  gold  ☆  1883- 
CC.  Lustrous  with  golden  rims  ☆  1885-0.  Golden  toning  at 
the  rims  with  a  splash  of  blue  on  the  obverse  ☆  1886.  Lustrous 
with  golden  highlights  ☆  1898-0.  Golden  gray  surfaces.  (Total: 
6  pieces) 

2031  Group  of  dollars  grading  MS-65:  ☆  1879-S  3rd  Reverse  ☆ 
1883  ☆  1884-0  ☆  1885.  Golden  green  iridescent  toning  on  the 
reverse  ☆  1898  ☆  1898-0.  Each  is  nearly  fully  brilliant  with  a 
touch  of  golden  toning  at  the  rims,  except  where  noted.  (To¬ 
tal:  6  pieces) 

2032  1880-CC  8  over  low  7,  3rd  Reverse.  MS-63.  Lustrous  surfaces 
with  delicate  toning. 

2033  Quartette  of  Mint  State  Morgan  dollars:  ☆  1880-CC  3rd  Re¬ 
verse.  MS-62  ☆  1887-0  MS-63  ☆  1891-S  MS-62  ☆  1903-0  MS- 
63.  All  are  brilliant  except  the  1880-CC,  which  is  lightly  toned. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

2034  1880-S  MS-67.  A  fully  brilliant  example  with  wonderful,  frosty 
devices.  An  ideal  candidate  for  a  top  quality  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lar  set. 

2035  1880-S  MS-67.  A  lustrous  gem-quality  specimen  with  just  a  bit 
of  magenta  toning  on  the  obverse  periphery.  Very  attractive 
and  desirable. 

2036  1880-S  MS-67.  A  brilliant,  fully  lustrous  example.  Another  su¬ 
perb,  gem-quality  example. 

2037  Trio  of  1880-S  MS-66  PL  dollars.  Each  displays  reflective  sur¬ 
faces,  one  with  pale  golden  highlights,  two  with  golden  toning 
at  the  rims.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2038  Lovely  quartette  of  MS-66  dollars:  ☆  1880-S  ☆  1881-S  (2)  ☆ 
1 884-0.  Each  is  lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  toning.  (Total: 
4  pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1881  $1 

The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


2039  1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  Champagne  toning  over  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  specimen,  indeed  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997, 
Lot  2260.  Previously  from  the  Chapman  Brothers,  January  1900;  J. 
M.  Clapp;  John  H.  Clapp.  Clapp  estate. 


2040  1881  Proof-62.  Pale  golden  toning  over  highly  reflective  fields. 
Minute  hairlines  are  visible,  as  one  would  expect  at  this  level. 

2041  Trio  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars.  All  are  housed  in 
ANACS  holders:  ☆  1881-CC  MS-64  ☆  1883-CC  MS-64  PL  ☆ 
1885-CC  MS-64  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2042  188 1-S  MS-67.  A  fully  brilliant  example  with  light  toning  on 
the  obverse  and  reverse  peripheries.  Attractive  in  every  way. 

2043  1881-S  MS-67.  An  attractive,  highly  chromatic  band  of  colors  is 
found  on  the  obverse.  Liberty’s  cheek  is  nearly  flawless.  Very 
attractive  and  desirable. 

2044  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  dollars  grading  MS-65  DMPL:  ☆  1881- 
S.  Brilliant  and  reflective  with  frosted  devices  ☆  1896.  Brilliant 
and  reflective.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2045  Quartette  of  silver  dollars:  ☆  1881-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply 
toned  obverse  ☆  1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ☆  1883-0 
MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  ☆  1921  Peace.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Medium  golden  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2046  Quartette  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(PCGS):  ☆  1882-S  ☆  1883-CC  ☆  1900-0.  Mixture  of  rainbow 
iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse  with  pearl  gray  on  the  reverse 
☆  1922.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous  except  where  noted.  (To¬ 
tal:  4  pieces) 

2047  Grouping  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  grading  MS-65:  ☆ 

1882- S  ☆  1883-CC  ☆  1883-0  ☆  1885-0  ☆  1886  ☆  1904-0  ☆ 
1925.  Pearl  gray.  The  Morgan  dollars  are  nearly  fully  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  7 
pieces) 

2048  Pair  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars,  graded  MS-65  by  PCGS:  ☆ 

1883- CC  ☆  1885-CC.  A  lustrous  and  attractive  pair.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

2049  1883-0  MS-65  DMPL.  The  attractive  cameo  devices  stand  out 
boldly  from  deep  mirrored  fields,  making  this  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  worth  a  premium  bid. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Frontenac  Collection,  November  1991,  Lot 
36H0. 


Choice  1883-S  Dollar 


2050  1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  piece  is  indeed  choice  in  more  ways 
than  one.  First  of  all,  it  is  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS,  and  we  con¬ 
cur  with  this  evaluation  (not  that  our  opinion  matters).  A  few 
marks,  particularly  on  the  left  side  of  the  obverse,  keep  this  out 
of  a  higher  numerical  classification. 

The  reverse,  graded  separately  (which  we  feel  would  be  a  good  idea,  but 
the  “industry”  does  not  approve),  would  merit  the  MS-65  designation.  The 
beauty  part  of  this  coin  lies  with  its  toning,  a  very  nice  mixture  of  magenta, 
sea  green,  and  gold. 

205L  Grouping  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  each  graded  AU-58:  ☆ 

1883-S  ☆  1886-0  ☆  1886-S  ☆  1893  ☆  1898-S  ☆  1899-S  ☆  1901- 
S  ☆  1902-S.  All  are  brilliant  with  nice  lustre  remaining.  (Total: 
8  pieces) 

2052  1884  MS-66.  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  surfaces.  A  gem  that  is 
near  the  upper  end  of  this  grade. 

2053  1884-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Scarce  at  this  grade  level. 

2054  1884-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  amount  of  original  lus¬ 
tre. 


2055  1885-0  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  slightly  prooflike.  A  com¬ 
mon  silver  dollar  in  rather  uncommon  and  quite  high  grade. 
Extremely  sharply  struck,  which  often  is  not  the  case  for  New 
Orleans  Mint  dollars. 
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2056  1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  with  indescribably  beautiful 
lilac  and  violet  toning.  Reverse  the  same,  but  with  some 
mottled  cloudy  deep  gray  areas  of  oxidation,  causing  us  to  as¬ 
sign  a  split  grade  when  we  catalogued  it  for  the  Eliasberg  sale 
two  years  ago.  However,  the  idea  of  split  grades  has  now  been 
put  to  rest  with  the  PCGS  designation  of  Proof-63.  Overall  a 
very  pleasing  coin.  In-person  examination  is  recommended. 

One  of  886  Proof  Morgan  silver  dollars  struck  this  year. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  April  1997, 
Lot  2272.  Earlier  from  Edouard  Frossard’s  sale  of  March  1894  as 
“tarnished  Proof';  J.M.  Clapp;  John  H.  Clapp.  Clapp  estate. 


2063  Offering  of  Mint  State  silver  dollars:  ☆  1887-S  MS-60  ☆  1888- 
S  MS-61  ☆  1891-CC  MS-62  ☆  1892  MS-62.  All  with  nice  lustre. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

2064  1888  MS-66  PL.  A  lovely  cameo  with  the  frosted  devices  set  off 
by  the  prooflike  fields.  Attractive  red  and  blue  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  A  very  desirable  example. 


2065  1889  Proof-63.  Brilliant  Proof  surfaces  with  reflective  mirrors  | 
surrounding  the  satiny  devices.  Some  hairlines  are  visible  in  J 
the  fields,  accounting  for  the  grade. 


2057  1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  somewhat  satiny  fields.  A 
common  date,  sure  enough,  but  not  often  seen  in  this  high 
grade. 

2058  Trio  of  Morgan  dollars  featuring  minor  VAM  varieties:  ☆  1886 
VAM-1 L  Doubled  188  in  date.  MS-65  (PCGS)  ☆  1887-S  VAM- 
2.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1900-0  VAM-19. 
Doubled  19  in  date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Each  brilliant  and  lustrous. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

2059  Three  certified  Mint  State  Morgans:  ☆  1886  MS-65  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Soft  gray  toning  ☆  1897-S  MS-64  DMPL 
(ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  except  where  noted.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

2060  Morgan  silver  dollar  duo,  both  certified  by  PCGS:  ☆  1886-0 
MS-60  ☆  1886-S  MS-63.  Both  brilliant  with  nice  mint  lustre. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

2061  1886-S  Repunched  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty. 

The  repunching  on  the  mintmark  is  very  minor,  but  visible  under  magnifi¬ 
cation.  Attributed  as  VAM-2. 


Choice  1887/6-0  Overdate  $1 


2062  1887/6-0  Overdate.  MS-64  (PCGS).  High-grade  example  of 
this  branch  mint  overdate,  a  variety  that  has  been  catching  on 
like  wildfire  and  is  desired  by  many  numismatist.  The  present 
specimen  is  toned  light  yellow  with  hints  of  iridescent  green. 


Lustrous  AU  1889-CC  Rarity 


2066  1889-CC  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient  of  original 
mint  lustre  still  remaining.  An  attractive  high-grade  circulated 
specimen  of  the  center  point  variety  among  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lars.  Certainly  a  rarity  in  a  relative  sense,  considering  that  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  numismatists  desire  to  own  a  high-grade 
specimen,  but,  far  fewer  are  available. 

2067  1889-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  creamy  lustre.  Deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  A  very  nice  coin  from  an  aesthetic  view¬ 
point,  one  which  in  our  opinion  deserves  an  especially  strong 
bid. 
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Winning  Quality  1889-S  $1 


2068  1889-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  sharply  struck  specimen, 
with  the  obverse  being  a  virtual  kaleidoscope  of  iridescent 
hues— just  the  sort  of  coin  that  photographer  Tom  Mulvany  is 
fond  of  photographing,  and  which  years  ago  would  get  special 
“play”  in  the  fine  catalogues  put  out  by  Mid-American  Coins. 
Most  dollars  are  brilliant  or  variations  thereof,  with  iridescent 
toning  occurring  on  only  a  few  pieces  within  a  given  mint-sewn 
bag  of  1000  coins— possibly  the  pieces  that  were  facing  out¬ 
ward  in  the  bag  and  touching  the  cloth.  The  reverse  of  this 
coin  is  virtually  fully  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  A  winner  from  a  grading  and  aesthetic  viewpoint. 


2069  1890-CC  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Some 
delicate  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  A  few  marks  on 
the  cheek  keep  this  out  of  the  MS-65  classification,  but  it  is  still 
head  and  shoulders  above  what  is  normally  seen  for  an  1890- 
CC. 

2070  Selection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars:  ☆  1890-CC  AU-50  ☆  1892- 
O  AU-55  ☆  1894  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  MS-60  but  lightly 
tooled  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  ☆  1896-0  AU-50  ☆  1897-0  AU- 
50.  All  brilliant  with  lustre  remaining.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2071  Quintette  of  Mint  State  Morgans,  each  graded  MS-60:  ☆  1891- 
O  ☆  1892  ☆  1894-0  ☆  1899  ☆  1900-S.  All  lustrous.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


2072  1892  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  at  this  grade  level. 

2073  1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  scarcer 
Carson  City  issues. 

In  Rare  Coin  Review  number  130  we  published  a  picture  of  the  Carson  City 
Mint  taken  a  few  decades  ago,  surrounded  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  trees, 
which  we  commented  was  rather  unusual  for  that  particular  section  of  Ne¬ 
vada.  On  our  most  recent  visit  there— which  must  have  been  about  20  years 
ago— we  do  not  recall  seeing  much,  if  any,  greenery  at  all.  This  prompted 
several  letters  from  interested  readers,  including  two  from  Ted  Naftzger, 
stating  that  the  trees  were  Lombardy  poplars,  and  were  planted  in  many  ar¬ 
eas  in  Nevada,  where  they  were  once  very  prominent. 

Today,  the  Carson  City  Mint,  which  has  struck  no  coins  since  1893,  is 
home  for  the  Nevada  State  Museum.  Within  its  walls  are  many  interesting 
exhibits,  including  some  related  to  coinage.  In  a  related  context,  the 
Mandalay  Bay  Resort,  opened  in  March,  includes  a  very  nice  display  of 
Carson  City  coinage.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  assisted  the  prime  mov¬ 


ers  of  the  coin  exhibit  there  (namely  Ron  Gillio  and  Greg  Roberts)  to  create 
what  many  have  called  a  very  nice  exhibit.  Chris  Karstedt  of  our  staff  was  on 
site  near  the  opening  and  came  back  with  glowing  reports. 

2074  1892-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  A  fully  lustrous  coin  that  is  attractive 
and  desirable.  While  not  fully  struck  up,  it  is  far  superior  to 
that  usually  seen.  Overall,  an  attractive  example. 


2075  1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  delicate  toning. 
Some  mint  lustre  still  remains  in  protected  areas.  One  of  the 
scarcer  San  Francisco  Mint  varieties  in  high  grades,  although 
not  a  match  for  the  1893-S. 


2076  1892-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  nice  match  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding. 


Elusive  1893-CC  Dollar 


2077  1893-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some  scattered 
bagmarks  primarily  on  the  obverse  are  normal  for  the  grade. 
Again,  if  split  grading  were  “allowed”  by  the  numismatic  fra¬ 
ternity,  we  would  call  the  reverse  MS-65  or  even  MS-66! 

Today,  I  he  1893-CC  is  recognized  as  the  third  most  elusive  Carson  City 
dollar  after  1889-CC  and  1879-CC.  Most  known  examples  of  the  1893-CC 
are  very  “baggy”  and  are  in  significantly  lower  grades  than  the  beautiful 
piece  offered  here. 
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Mint  State  1893-0  Silver  Dollar  Another  Mint  State  1894  $1 


2078  1893-0  MS-62.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  some  light 
rose  and  gold  highlights.  Some  surface  marks  account  for  the 
grade.  An  unusual  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  reverse  above 
the  olive  leaves,  a  minor  distraction,  as  made. 


2083  1894  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  a  small  toning  spot  well  hidden  in 
the  hair  curl  above  the  13th  star. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Leonard  J.  Torok,  M.D.  Collection,  Septembers 
1998,  Lot  1179. 


2079  1893-0  AU-58.  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  A 
high  circulated  grade  example  of  this  fairly  elusive  variety. 

2080  1893-0  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  most  original  lustre  remaining. 
Another  attractive  example. 


2081  1893-S  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  gray-brown  toning  in  the  fields, 
lighter  in  the  higher  areas,  serving  to  highlight  the  motifs  and 
inscriptions.  A  nice  “budget”  example  of  the  most  desired 
branch  mint  Morgan  silver  dollar. 


Pleasing  and  Rare  1894  $1 


2082  1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  this  rare  Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  Highly  impor¬ 
tant  as  one  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint  issues,  the  third 
lowest  mintage  of  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  A  mere  110,000 
business  strikes  were  struck;  only  the  1893-S  and  1895  have 
lower  reported  mintages.  Indeed,  at  the  MS-64  level  you  would 
be  hard-pressed  to  find  another  example  combining  the  quali¬ 
ties  the  present  piece  offers.  Deserving  of  a  home  in  a  fine  col¬ 
lection. 


2084  1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning.  Everything  that  could  be  desired  at  this  grade 
level.  Somewhat  scarce  so  fine. 


2085  1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Another  no¬ 
table  specimen. 

2086  1894-S  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  nearly  all  lustre  still  remaining, 
but  with  some  friction  characteristic  of  the  MS-60  grade. 

2087  1895-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  remaining,  particu¬ 
larly  in  protected  areas  around  the  border.  One  of  the  scarcer 
New  Orleans  issues. 

2088  1895-S  Net  AU-53;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  cleaned.  The  obverse 
and  reverse  are  virtually  fully  prooflike.  Overall,  the  coin  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  our  description  indicates.  This  piece  is  definitely  wor¬ 
thy  of  inspection  by  prospective  bidders,  as  we  are  sure  more 
generous  bids  will  result. 
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Beautiful  1896-S  Morgan  Dollar  2092 


1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  fully  lustrous  example. 


2089  1896-S  MS-64.  Light  champagne  toning  nicely  enhances  the 
smooth  satiny  surfaces.  1896-S  dollars  are  much  rarer  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade  than  even  the  generous  mintage  of  five  million 
would  lead  one  to  believe.  Evidently  the  vast  majority  of  ex¬ 
amples  were  melted  down  as  a  consequence  of  the  1918  Pitt¬ 
man  Act. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Sussex  Collection,  June  1990,  Lot  745 


2093  1898-S  Repunched  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Definitive  for  the  grade. 

The  noted  repunched  mintmark  variety  is  attributed  as  VAM-4. 

2094  1899-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  specimen  that 
may  be  worthy  of  a  higher  grade  designation.  A  coin  with  a 
very  pleasing  overall  appearance. 

2095  1899-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  nice  example 
of  this  late  19th-century  Morgan  dollar. 

The  date  bears  slight  evidence  of  repunching  on  the  1  and  both  9s.  Attrib¬ 
uted  as  VAM-7. 

2096  1900  Proof-62.  Pleasing  pale  blue  toning  with  light  golden 
highlights.  A  coin  with  a  strong  overall  appearance. 

2097  1900-O/CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  reverse 
could  be  graded  MS-64  if  such  were  allowed. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  last  coined  Morgan  dollars  in  1893,  at  which  time  at 
least  a  half  dozen  reverse  dies  remained  on  hand.  These  would  have  been 
suitable  for  later  use,  such  as  in  1894,  as  they  could  be  combined  with  a 
later-dated  obverse.  However,  no  order  to  produce  coins  materialized,  and 
•  the  dies  were  kept  in  storage.  Finally,  circa  1900  they  were  shipped  back  to 
Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  including  those  for  branch  mints,  were  made). 
Rather  than  waste  the  perfectly  usable  dies,  they  were  partly  relapped  and 
the  CC  mintmark  on  each  was  overstamped  with  an  O  mintmark,  after 
which  the  dies  were  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  use  there.  Thus  was  created  the 
famous  1900-O/CC  as  offered  here.  Interestedly,  this  variety  was  not  known 
to  numismatists  until  over  two  decades  later  when  Will  W.  Neil,  the  well- 
known  Kansas  collector,  spotted  the  first  example.  This  overmintmark  vari¬ 
ety  is  VAM-12. 


2090  1896-S  MS-63.  Mottled  golden  and  pearl  gray  toning  on  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces. 

As  noted  under  the  preceding  lot,  the  1896-S  dollar  is  very  elusive  in  this 
lofty  stage  of  preservation.  Here  is  a  prize  certain  to  highlight  the  holdings 
of  the  advanced  specialist. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Sussex  Collection,  June  1990,  Lot  1664 


Light  Golden  1897-0  $1 


2091  1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with  beauti¬ 
ful  light  golden  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse.  A  high  level 
example  of  an  issue  which,  when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in  lower 
grades. 


Superb  Gem  1900-S  Dollar 


2098  1900-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  as  pretty  as  a 
picture— a  dazzling  superb  gem. 
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Elusive  Mint  State  1901  Dollar 


2099  1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Deli¬ 
cate  heather  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Nicely  struck.  A 
major  rarity  in  any  level  of  Mint  State,  more  so  at  the  MS-63 
grade.  While  the  1901  is  plentiful  enough  in  low  grades,  and, 
in  fact,  is  common,  it  seems  that  virtually  all  were  paid  out  at 
or  near  the  time  of  striking.  Few  remained  in  Treasury  hands, 
and  in  later  times  when  quantities  of  long-stored  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  were  released.  Mint  State  1901  dollars  were  conspicuously 
absent. 

Today,  most  advanced  collections  of  Morgan  dollars  lack  a 
high-grade  business  strike  example  of  this  year,  with  Proofs  typi¬ 
cally  filling  the  bill. 


2100  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Blue  toning  on  the  peripheries,  pale  vio¬ 
let  at  the  centers.  A  few  small  toning  spots  are  noted  in  the  left 
obverse  field.  This  date  is  common  in  lower  Mint  State  levels, 
but  is  elusive  in  MS-65  and  higher. 

2101  1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Popular  San 
Francisco  issue. 

A  small  die  chip  is  visible  in  the  2  of  the  date.  Attributed  as  VAM-1. 

2102  1903-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  very  attractive 
example  of  one  of  the  most  storied  coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series. 

Of  all  Moigan  dollars,  the  1903-0  has  an  especially  fascinating  back¬ 
ground.  Until  the  Treasury  releases  of  long-stored  Morgan  dollars  in  au¬ 
tumn  1962,  the  Mint  State  1903-0  was  considered  to  be  a  fantastic  rarity. 
Only  a  handful  of  pieces  were  believed  to  exist,  and  the  appearance  of  one 
in  an  auction  sale  (such  as  B.  Max  Mehl’s  Dunham  Collection  in  1941)  was  a 
cause  for  adding  special  notations  to  the  catalogue. 

Then  came  the  deluge,  and  the  1903-0,  while  it  never  achieved  the  status 
of  becoming  common  in  Mint  State,  was  not  a  rarity  either.  Today  in  1999,  it 
is  of,  say,  slight  scarcity.  The  fascinating  story  is  explained  in  detail  in  Dave 
Bowers’s  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States;  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia. 

This  prompts  us  to  say  that,  for  one,  Coin  World  is  building  a  “data  base” 
of  stories  on  coins,  probably  to  broaden  their  Internet  exposure.  Staffers  of 
that  publication  including  Victoria  Stone  Moledar,  Paul  Cilkes,  and  William 
Gibbs,  have  been  selecting  American  numismatic  topics  and  preparing  fea¬ 
tures  on  them.  Other  dealers  and  publishers  are  doing  the  same,  and  it  is 
probably  the  case  that  an  entire  day  or  two  could  be  spent  poking  around 
various  websites  and  reading  interesting  numismatic  material. 

All  of  this  is  <  oming  home  to  us,  for  scarcely  a  week  goes  by  without  some¬ 
one  “discovering”  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  after  having  read  some  of 
the  topics  published  elsewhere.  Recently  we  read  that  on  the  Internet  the 


most  popular  item  ordered  is  software  for  computers.  The  second  me 
popular  category  is  collectibles.  Of  all  collectibles,  coins  certainly  are  ide 
as  a  combination  of  compactness,  ease  (more  or  less)  of  description,  and  tl 
availability  of  standard  references. 

As  we  see  it,  the  Internet  is  a  very  fine  innovation  and  we  appreciate  tl 
very  nice  compliments  paid  to  our  website  (www.bowersandmerena.con 
and  the  award  we  received  recently  as  being  one  of  the  most  popular  plao 
to  visit  on  the  Internet.  However,  being  the  traditionalists  that  we  are,  v* 
feel  that  a  good  old-fashioned  printed  book  is  quite  “special,”  a  collectible 
itself,  and  is  here  to  stay.  Further,  the  Internet  seems  to  be  reinforcing  ar 
augmenting  quality  printed  material,  and  not  replacing  it. 

2103  1903-S  Net  AU-53;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned.  Bri 
liant  with  much  lustre  still  remaining.  A  few  rim  marks  are  nc 
unusual  for  the  grade.  One  of  the  more  elusive  San  Francisc| 
varieties. 

2104  192 1-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of  the  onl 
Denver  Mint  issue  among  Morgan  dollars.  Quite  a  prize,  a 
things  considered. 

The  Morgan  dollars  of  1921  are  quite  unusual,  and  are  distinctly  differerl 
from  those  in  the  early  range  of  the  series  1878-1904.  It  seems  as  though  i 
1910  the  Mint  felt  that  no  more  dollars  of  the  Morgan  design  would  ever  l> 
made,  and  they  scrapped  certain  of  the  models  from  which  dies  were  made: 
along  with  master  dies.  Then,  in  late  1921,  came  the  hurry-up  call  to  mak; 
new  dollars.  Copies  of  the  old  Morgan  dollar  were  used,  resulting  in  new  did 
that  were  shallow  in  their  relief  and  somewhat  differently  configured,  frori 
a  technical  viewpoint,  than  the  earlier  versions.  Three  mints  were  used  r« 
produce  Morgan  dollars  in  late  1921:  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Frar 
cisco.  The  mintmarks  used  on  the  branch  mints  are  so  tiny  that  they  woul* 
have  been  small  even  if  used  on  a  dime. 

2105  1921  -S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  somewhat  sub 
clued  lilac  toning.  Some  mottled  sea  green  areas.  Some  mark: 
on  the  obverse  are  noted.  An  above  average  strike,  a  piece  tha 
while  hardly  a  match  for  the  Morgan  dollars  of  the  earlies 
years  of  the  century  (which  were  made  from  different  masters 
and  hubs,  as  noted),  certainly  was  hand  selected  for  its  quality 
among  1921-S  issues. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997 
Lot  2326. 

2106  1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Better  than  average  strike  for  this,  the  first 
yeai  ol  issue.  1  ale  golden  toning  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.) 
Attractive. 

2107  Trio  of  Peace  dollars,  each  graded  MS-63:  ☆  1921  ☆  1923-D  fc 
1928.  Each  mostly  brilliant  with  traces  of  soft  gray.  (Total:  3. 
pieces) 

2108  Three  192 1  Peace  dollars:  ☆  MS-62  ☆  MS-60  ☆  AU-58.  All  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2109  Quartette  of  Peace  dollars,  all  graded  MS-62:  ☆  1926-D  ☆ 
1927-D  if  1928  if  1928-S.  All  lustrous  with  delicate  original 
toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2110  1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  delicately  toned  specimen  in  pale  blue 
and  gold,  far  better  strike  than  usually  seen  for  this  issue  and 
worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 

2111  Trio  of  branch  mint  Peace  dollars:  ☆  1927-S  MS-60.  Soft 
golden  brown  toning  ☆  1934-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 
1935-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2112  1934  MS-65  (NGG).  Biilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  As  Peace  dollar 
specialists  know  well,  the  issues  of  1934  and  1935  have  a  differ¬ 
ent  peisonality  regarding  the  quality  of  their  surfaces.  This 
coin  is  particularly  beautiful. 

2113  1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  at  the  MS-64  level. 
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Lovely  Gem  1935  Peace  Dollar 


2114  1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Superb,  out¬ 
standing!  A  truly  splendid  gem. 


fRADE  DOLLARS 

Highlighting  the  following  offering  of  trade  dollars  are 
everal  Proofs  interspersed  with  a  selection  of  Mint  State 
pecimens,  notably  the  rare  and  highly  prized  1878-CC. 


Rare  1873  Proof  Trade  Dollar 


2115  1873  Proof-64.  Beautiful  light  golden,  magenta,  and  iridescent 
blue  surfaces.  A  truly  outstanding  coin  from  a  visual  view¬ 
point.  Lurther,  this  dollar  is  considered  by  us  to  be  the  most 
elusive  of  the  Proofs  struck  during  the  1873-1883  era,  this  in 
terms  of  specimens  surviving  today.  Still  further,  its  desirabil¬ 
ity  is  enhanced  by  its  status  as  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  de¬ 
nomination. 


Sharp  Mint  State  1876  Trade  Dollar 


2116  1876  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  have  attractive 
heather  toning  at  the  center,  changing  to  light  sea  green  and 
gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders.  Quite  well  struck.  Minted  in  our 
centennial  year,  Proof  trade  dollars  of  1876  seem  to  be  more 
elusive  than  most  other  issues. 

Choice  Proof  1876  Trade  Dollar 


2117  1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-63.  A  brilliant  Proof  presenting  a  nice 
appearance  for  the  grade. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Kissel  and  Victoria  Collections,  September 
1989 ,  Lot  445. 
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Scarce  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2118  1876-CC  Type  I/II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gray-toned  surfaces 
with  some  splashes  of  gold.  Fairly  scarce. 


2119  1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  frosty  lusti 
with  light  gold  toning  over  ivory.  Quite  sharply  struck  with  vi 
tually  every  star  detail  bold.  This  variety  is  extremely  impo 
tant.  Perhaps  only  20%  of  1876-S  trade  dollars  are  of  the  Typ 
II  obverse  and  reverse  style.  Very  seldom  do  these  appear  i 
choice  Mint  State  quality.  An  opportunity  that  should  not  b 
missed  by  the  specialist. 


Brilliant  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 


2120  1877-S  MS-64.  A  superb  example  with  brilliant,  frosty  mint  lua 
tre.  A  few  very  tiny  marks  are  noted.  This  may  be  even  nice 
than  our  grade  implies,  as  it  was  acquired  by  our  consigno 
circa  1980  as  "MS-68.” 
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Choice  Mint  State  1878-CC  Trade  Dollar 


Key  Date  Among  Trade  Dollars 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2121  1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  rare 
trade  dollar  issue,  one  of  the  finest  we  remember  handling  in 
quite  a  long  time.  Sharply  struck  with  most  stars  fully  detailed, 
strong  hair  detail,  sharp  claws,  etc.  Natural  light  ivory  lustre, 
satiny  in  nature.  A  few  very  minor  surface  marks  are  noted, 
however  none  serious.  Just  97,000  trade  dollars  were  struck  in 
Carson  City  during  the  year,  and  many  of  these  were  later 
melted,  never  being  released.  The  useful  life  of  the  trade  dol¬ 
lar  came  to  a  close  with  only  Proofs  being  struck  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  from  1879  to  1885. 


Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


2122  1879  Proof-64.  A  lovely  cameo  Proof  with  light  golden  brown 
toning.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  devices  on  obverse  and  reverse. 
Only  a  few  very  minor  hairlines  away  from  gem  quality.  Al¬ 
though  actually  the  second  Proof-only  trade  dollar  issue  fol¬ 
lowing  1878,  this  is  the  first  year  without  branch  mint  issues 
produced. 


Proof-Only  1879  Trade  Dollar 


2123  1879  Proof-64.  Medium  golden  toning  with  some  splashes  of 
blue. 


2124  1883  Proof-60.  The  final  collectible  trade  dollar  issue  unless 
you  have  a  major  coin-buying  budget.  Lightly  reflective  fields 
with  visible  hairlines.  Peripheral  gold  and  light  blue  toning 
adds  to  the  overall  appeal. 
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Gold  dollars 

The  specialist  in  gold  dollars  will  find  many  items  of  interest 
in  the  listings  to  follow.  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  coins,  high- 
grade  “type”  issues,  and  low-mintage  varieties  will  at  once 
fascinate  and  delight  prospective  bidders. 


- 


Cameo  1849  Gold  Dollar 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2125  1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
very  nice  example  from  this  early  die  pair.  Miss  Liberty  being 
highlighted  in  a  fairly  flat  (basining  is  minimal)  field,  giving  a 
cameo  effect.  The  reverse  is  of  the  Open  Wreath  style.  Sharply 
struck.  A  prize  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2126  1849-0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample.  The  fields  on  this  variety  are  basined,  and  the  head  oc¬ 
cupies  a  more  prominent  position. 

Compare  this  to  the  photograph  of  the  preceding  1849  and  the  differ¬ 
ences  will  be  readily  discerned.  In  1849  the  New  Orleans  Mint  gold  dollar 
was  strictly  a  workhorse  coin,  made  for  circulation,  with  little  or  no  thought 
to  saving  examples  for  numismatic  collections.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet 
(formed  in  June  1838)  sought  to  acquire  branch  mint  issues.  By  the  time 
that  collecting  such  pieces  became  popular,  decades  later  in  the  1890s,  the 
chance  to  obtain  a  Mint  State  1849-0  such  as  this  had  largely  disappeared. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2127  1851-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright,  lustrous  greenish  gold  with 
very  sharp  design  details  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Satin  sur¬ 
faces  with  just  a  hint  of  reflectivity.  The  Charlotte  Mint  struck 
41,267  gold  dollars  in  1851  with  less  than  200  surviving  today. 
This  example  is  certainly  within  the  top  10%  of  all  survivors. 

2128  Quartette  of  gold  dollars:  ☆  1852  AU-58.  Lustrous  ☆  1862  AU- 
55.  Lustrous  ☆  1862  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  mount 
removed  ☆  1862  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40,  bent.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2129  1854  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  MS-63,  tc 
be  sure,  and  we  heartily  agree.  However,  beyond  this,  th< 
present  piece  is  exquisitely  struck— with  minutely  defined  de 
tail  in  all  areas.  Indeed,  at  this  grade  level,  this  is  one  of  the 
nicest  1854  gold  dollars  we  have  ever  seen.  Worthy  of  a  pre 
mium  bid. 

Under  magnification  a  clashed  outline  of  the  obverse  die  can  be  seen  or] 
the  reverse,  in  an  inverted  position.  This  feature  is  a  nice  bonus  for  anyone 
interested  in  varieties. 


Rare  1854-D  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2130  1854-D  Type  I.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow  gold 
with  a  few  faint  hairlines  suggesting  that  this,  like  most  similar 
examples,  has  been  very  lightly  cleaned.  Considerable  lustre 
remains  in  the  protected  areas.  This  example  is  among  the  nic¬ 
est  survivors  for  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  2,935  were  struck,  the 
fifth  lowest  mintage  of  all  gold  dollars  from  this  Georgia  mint. 


Amazing  1854-S  Gold  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State! 

Finest  Certified 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2131  1854-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold  with  faint 
rose  toning.  A  sharply  struck  gem  with  superb  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Very  rare  in  superb  preservation.  This  is  the  finest  ex¬ 
ample  certified  by  either  PCGS  or  NGC  with  just  two  MS-65 
coins  graded  by  each  service.  Who  knows,  maybe  this  one  coin 
represents  all  four  submissions!  Regardless  whether  one,  two, 
or  four  different  certified  MS-65  coins  exist,  the  rarity  in  this 
grade  cannot  be  disputed. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 
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Lovely  1854  Type  II  Gold  Dollar 

Indian  Princess  Design 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2132  1854  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  short-lived  and 
very  scarce  Indian  Princess  design  with  small,  high  relief  head, 
sometimes  simply  called  Type  II.  Brilliant  and  frosty  yellow 
gold  lustre  abounds  with  sharp  design  details  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse.  Heavy  clash  marks  are  visible  within  the  wreath 
on  the  reverse.  An  aesthetically  superb  example,  one  of  the 
nicest  on  the  market. 

The  reverse  is  a  copy  of  the  motif  used  on  the  new  $3  piece 
of  1854. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2133  1855-C  VF-25.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  rare  issue,  despite  its 
having  seen  extensive  circulation.  Light  greenish  gold  with  very 
faint  rose  toning.  Just  9,803  coins  were  struck  with  less  than  10% 
surviving  today.  This  is  the  only  Charlotte  Mint  issue  of  this  de¬ 
sign,  and  thus  is  very  popular  among  collectors  today. 


Delightful  1855-0  Gold  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2134  1855-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Soft  frosty  yellow  gold  brilliance  with 
sharp  design  details.  A  small  planchet  void  is  located  between 
the  final  S  and  second  feather,  as  illustrated  above.  A  few  very 
minor  surface  abrasions  are  noted.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample,  scarce  and  popular  as  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  gold 
dollar  of  the  small  Indian  Head  design.  Probably  among  the  top 
1 0  examples  known. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2 135  1855-0  AU-55.  A  pleasing  example  with  bright  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  displaying  considerable  lustre.  A  few  minor  surface  abra¬ 
sions  are  visible  along  with  faint  hairlines. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2136-  1857-D  EF-45.  A  desirable  example  with  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  and  traces  of  lustre.  Minor  abrasions  and  hairlines  are 
noted.  The  reverse  rim  shows  considerable  weakness  as  is  typi¬ 
cal.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  gold 
dollar  series. 


Gem  Mint  State  1861  Gold  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2137  1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  in  every  respect. 

Under  magnification  the  obverse  displays  very  interesting  evidences  of  a 
clashed  die,  including  details  of  the  reverse  wreath,  while  conversely,  the 
reverse  illustrates  clash  evidence  of  the  obverse,  including  a  virtually  full 
outline  of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  and  even  part  of  the  word  LIBERTY  on 
her  headband.  Indeed,  one  could  spend  several  minutes  examining  this  coin 
under  magnification  without  appreciating  all  of  its  idiosyncrasies. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2138  1867  MS-62  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  provide  an  attractive 
frame  for  lustrous  devices.  Sharply  struck  with  strong  design 
details.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  scattered  surface  marks 
reflected  in  the  mirrored  fields.  Prominent  clash  marks  are  vis¬ 
ible  around  the  headdress  and  inside  the  wreath.  A  low-mint¬ 
age  issue  (5,200  business  strikes)  that  is  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State  preservation. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2139  1870-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-53,  but  lightly  cleaned. 
Somewhat  bright  surfaces,  still  a  worthwhile  example  of  this 
final  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  of  the  gold  dollar  series.  The 
1870-S  gold  dollar  is  widely  highlighted  in  the  literature  and 
has  been  recognized  for  a  long  time  as  a  key  date.  The  mintage 
was  but  3,000  pieces,  most  of  which  seem  to  have  been  placed 
into  circulation  and  subsequently  lost. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2140  1873  Open  3.  MS-63.  Satiny  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  with  a 
few  very  minor  abrasions  and  hairlines.  A  delightful  example, 
far  from  common  despite  its  status  as  the  seventh  highest 
mintage  issue  of  the  large  Indian  Head  design. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2141  1883  MS-64.  A  wonderful  example  of  this  low-mintage  issue, 
one  of  just  10,800  business  strikes  minted.  Soft,  satiny  orange- 
gold  with  sharp  design  details.  The  reverse  rim  shows  some 
granularity  around  12:00. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2145  1889  MS-64.  A  delightful,  fully  brilliant  example  of  the  final 
gold  dollar  issue.  Sharply  struck  with  choice  surfaces  and  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2142  1883  MS-63.  Attractive  soft  yellow  gold  lustre,  very  slightly  re 
flective  in  nature.  Light  clash  marks  are  noted  on  both  obversi 
and  reverse.  Most  details  are  sharp  although  only  the  L  in  LIB 
ERTY  is  visible. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2143  1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  prooflike,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  obverse.  Some  attractive  gold  toning.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  important  late  year. 


2144  1887  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  The  fields  are  mirror- 
like,  mounting  a  close  challenge  to  a  Proof. 

The  jury  is  out  as  to  what  constitutes  a  Proof  among  certain  gold  coins  of 
this  era,  and  what  constitutes  a  prooflike  business  strike.  Recent  research  byi 
John  Dannreuther,  in  particular,  indicates  that  more  study  is  needed,  and|| 
that  for  some  coins  “conventional  wisdom”  might  not  be  as  wise  as  we  all  I 
thought. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 
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Quarter  eagles 

Quarter  eagles  commence  with  a  rare  and  very  attractive 
1827,  after  which  will  be  found  two  Classic  Head  issues,  many 
interesting  Liberty  Head  coins,  and  a  selection  of  higher  grade 
Indian  Head  pieces. 


Mint  State  1827  $2.50 

Important  So  Fine 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2146  1827  Breen-6131,  B-l.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  a  hint  of  lime  iridescence.  A  prized  early  quarter 
eagle  rarity,  one  of  just  2,800  business  strikes  of  the  date 
minted.  Today,  it  is  doubtful  if  more  than  50  to  100  pieces  are 
known  of  this  year,  with  most  being  in  significantly  lower 
grades  than  the  showpiece  offered  here.  A  prize  for  the  alert 
specialist. 


2147  1834  Breen-6140.  Large  Head.  AU-50.  Light  yellow  gold  with 
considerable  lustre  despite  having  been  lightly  cleaned.  This 
variety  features  AM  of  AMERICA  widely  spaced  and  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  third  scarcest  of  four  known  varieties.  Breen’s  Large 
Head  which  he  nicknamed  “Booby  Head”  after  large  cent  no¬ 
tation.  This  cataloguer  cannot  see  any  resemblance  between 
this  quarter  eagle  and  the  1839  Booby  Head  cent. 

2148  1836  Breen-6143.  Head  of  1835.  AU-50.  Light  greenish  gold 
with  traces  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Lightly  cleaned  as 
are  most  circulated  Classic  Head  gold  coins.  Obverse  is  the 
same  as  illustrated  in  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  with  a  die 
crack  through  star  6.  Sans  berry  reverse,  the  olive  branch 
clutched  by  the  eagle  does  not  have  a  berry.  Probably  the  most 
common  variety  among  all  1836  quarter  eagles. 


Exceedingly  Rare  Proof  1845  Quarter  Eagle 

From  the  Pittman  1845  Proof  Set 


2149  1845  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  This  incredible  coin  is  sharply 
struck  and  features  deeply  mirrored  fields  with  slightly  hazy 
surfaces.  Rich  deep  orange-gold  with  lustrous  devices  on  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  Superb  cameo  contrast  is  exhibited  between 
fields  and  devices.  A  few  very  faint,  microscopic  hairlines  are 
visible  in  the  fields  along  with  one  on  Liberty’s  neck. 

A  tiny  artifact,  a  minute  raised  lump,  is  noted  between  stars  12 
and  13  and  a  small  lint  mark  is  located  in  the  field  just  left  of  star 
11.  The  southwest  point  of  star  8  is  minutely  doubled.  Digits  in 
the  date  are  rather  thick  and  rounded  with  the  5  thinner  than 
184.  The  reverse  also  has  a  few  minute  hairlines  and  some  very 
small  lint  marks.  A  thin  die  crack  connects  the  tops  of  UNIT. 

Just  three  examples  of  this  Proof  quarter  eagle  are  known,  all 
retained  in  sets  for  many  years.  1)  National  Numismatic  Collec¬ 
tion;  Smithsonian  Institution.  2)  Col.  E.H.R.  Green;  “Memo¬ 
rable  Collection,”  Numismatic  Gallery,  March  1948,  Lot  105; 
John  Jay  Pittman  Collection;  David  W.  Akers,  May  1998,  Lot 
171 1  as  part  of  a  complete  cased  Proof  set  of  1845;  the  presently 
offered  specimen.  3)  England  bank  vault;  Williams  Collection; 
Bowers  and  Ruddy,  September  1979,  Lot  1815;  Ed  Trompeter; 
Superior  Galleries,  February  1991,  Lot  2595. 

With  three  1845  Proof  quarter  eagles  known,  three  half  eagles,  and  font 
eagles,  David  Akers  speculated  that  four  or  five  1845  Proof  sets  were  pro¬ 
duced  including  gold  coins,  and  that  one  or  two  additional  Prool  quartet 
eagles  and  half  eagles  may  possibly  exist. 

From  David  Akers’s  sale  of  the  Pittman  Collection.  Max  199S,  Pot 
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2150  Trio  of  Mint  State  quarter  eagles:  ☆  1853  MS-61  ☆  1897  MS- 
62  ☆  1909  MS-61.  All  brilliant  with  nice  lustre.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


High-Grade  1859-S  $2.50 


2151  1859-S  AU-50  (ICG).  A  well-struck  example  with  mint  lustre 
remaining  in  the  recesses.  “Extremely  rare  above  EF”  accord¬ 
ing  to  Breen. 


Desirable  1862/1  $2.50  Overdate 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2152  1862/1  MS-61  (NGC).  A  lustrous  golden  example  of  a  popular 
and  desirable  overdate.  Only  a  handful  of  Mint  State  examples 
of  this  date  have  come  to  light  since  the  discovery  of  the  vari¬ 
ety  by  Aubrey  Bebee  in  1962;  this  sharp  and  attractive  example 
affords  a  rare  opportunity  to  the  advanced  quarter  eagle  spe¬ 
cialist.  Among  the  finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  2;  3  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


2158  1898  MS-64.  Brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  bold  lustre.  A 
delightful  specimen  for  the  grade  with  excellent  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal. 


2159  1901  Proof-55.  A  touch  of  cameo  contrast  is  seen  on  the  or¬ 
ange-gold  surfaces.  A  lightly  circulated  (or  lightly  mishandled) 
specimen;  one  of  223  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 


Proof  1903  Quarter  Eagle 


2160  1903  Proof-61.  Highly  lustrous  orange-gold.  Reflective  on  the 
obverse,  slightly  cameo-like  on  the  reverse.  From  a  Proof  mint¬ 
age  of  this  date  of  197  pieces,  of  which  many  have  disap¬ 
peared. 


2161  1903  Net  Proof-55;  quality  of  Proof-58,  but  scratched  on  the 
obverse.  A  suitable  “budget  Proof’  example  of  the  date! 


2153  1879  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  the  appeal  of  a 
finer  grade. 


2154  1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  somewhat  prooflike 
surfaces.  A  fairly  scarce  date.  Just  4,000  pieces  were  struck  for 
general  circulation. 

2155  1887  AU-58  PL.  Lustrous  and  somewhat  prooflike. 

2156  1891  Breen-6310.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with 
frosty  motifs  and  slightly  reflective  fields.  Doubling  plainest  at 
AMERICA. 

2157  1896  MS-62.  Subdued  lustre  on  satiny  honey  gold  surfaces. 


2162  1903  Net  Proof-50;  quality  of  Proof-58,  but  scratched  on  the 
obverse  with  a  few  tiny  digs  present  there  as  well.  Another  au¬ 
thentic  Proof,  but  a  piece  that  has  seen  handling  as  noted.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  the  piece  is  very  rare. 


2163  1905  MS-64  (ANACS).  Highly  lustrous.  The  satiny  surfaces  be¬ 
speak  a  higher  grade. 

2164  1907  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  satiny.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
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2165  Quartette  of  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles:  ☆  1908  (2).  MS-60 
and  AU-58.  Both  are  brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  1912  MS-62.  Lus¬ 
trous  orange-gold  surfaces  ☆  1925-D  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2166  1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1914  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2167  1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Subdued  lustre  on  satiny  orange-gold 
surfaces.  Some  olive  highlights  can  be  seen.  Rare  so  fine. 


2168  Quartette  of  Indian  quarter  eagles:  ☆  1914  (2).  AU-58  and 
AU-55  ☆  1925-D  AU-58  ☆  1929  MS-62.  All  brilliant  with  some 
lustre.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2169  1915  MS-63.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  minimal  con¬ 
tact  marks. 


Gem  1925-D  Quarter  Eagle 


2170  1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  warm  rose  iri¬ 
descence.  A  gem  example  of  the  final  branch  mint  issue  in  the 
denomination. 

2171  1925-D  MS-62.  Lustrous. 

2172  1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  orange-gold  surfaces. 


2173  1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  very  attractive. 


Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces 

Our  selection  of  three-dollar  gold  pieces  includes  the  sel¬ 
dom-seen  1873  and  several  scarce  issues  toward  the  end  of  the 
series. 


2175  1855  AU-58.  Bright  orange-gold  with  nearly  complete  lustre.  A 
delightful  coin  showing  only  very  minor  surface  impairments 
including  light  hairlines.  First  year  of  the  modified  reverse 
with  larger  letters  in  DOLLAR.  Just  50,555  were  struck,  afford¬ 
ing  this  date  status  as  a  scarce  issue,  although  certainly  not 
rare. 


2176  1856-S  AU-53.  Very  light  yellow  gold  with  minor  hairlines.  An 
attractive  example  from  our  western  mint,  one  of  only  five 
three-dollar  gold  coin  issues  struck  in  San  Francisco.  Just  four 
of  these  are  collectible.  This  mint  struck  62,101  three  dollar 
gold  pieces,  the  odd  coin  being  the  unique  1870-S  issue. 


Important  1873  $3  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


2177  1873  Closed  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  areas,  with  strong  lustre  (for  the  grade,  of  course)  and 
prooflike  reflectivity  on  both  sides.  A  circulation  strike  of  an 
issue  which  is  sometimes  thought  to  be  a  Proof-only  date. 
However,  a  small  quantity  seems  to  have  been  made  for  circu¬ 
lation.  The  present  coin  will  attract  much  attention  as  it 
crosses  the  auction  block,  as  it  is  the  third  rarest  date  in  the  $3 
series,  being  exceeded  only  by  the  1875  and  1876. 


2174  1929  MS-62.  Lustrous. 
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2178  1878  AU-58.  Light  yellow  gold,  lightly  cleaned  in  the  past.  A 
few  very  minor  surface  marks  are  noted,  none  serious.  One  of 
the  plentiful  dates,  an  ideal  candidate  for  type  collectors. 


1883  Three-Dollar  Gold 

Just  989  Struck 


2179  1883  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  greenish  gold  with  faint  orange 
highlights,  an  attractive  coin  with  slightly  reflective  fields.  A 
few  minor  hairlines  are  noted.  This  issue  is  quite  rare  and  is 
one  of  a  very  small  number  of  coinage  issues  with  mintages 
under  1,000  coins.  Just  900  business  strikes  and  89  Proofs 
were  struck. 

Scarce  1886  Three-Dollar  Gold 

Important  Low-Mintage  Issue 


2180  1886  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  pinkish  highlights. 
Slightly  reflective  fields  with  slight  cameo  contrast.  Only  1,000 
business  strikes  were  minted,  and  only  a  few  hundred  pieces 
exist  today.  A  rarity  by  any  standard. 


2181  1886  Net  AU-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  lightly  polished  with  mi¬ 
nor  hairlines.  Another  example  of  this  important  issue  from 
the  period  of  scarce  low-mintage  three-dollar  gold  coins  from 
1879  to  1886.  During  these  eight  years  the  Mint  produced  only 
10,343  coins,  including  Proofs. 


2182  1889  MS-60  (ANACS).  A  highly  lustrous  and  satiny  example  of 
the  final  date  in  the  denomination  (1854-1889).  Struck  from 
lightly  rusted  dies,  imparting  a  slightly  grainy  texture  to  cer¬ 
tain  design  elements,  notably  at  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait.  Con¬ 
servatively  graded. 


Four-Dollar  Gold  Stella 


“Affordable”  1879  Stella 

Classic  Gold  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2183  1879  Flowing  Hair.  Net  Proof-40;  sharpness  of  Proof-55, 1 
mount  removed.  The  reeding  at  12:00  is  disturbed.  Bright] 
greenish  yellow  gold  with  slight  Proof  surface  remaining.  Al 
few  minor  surface  marks  are  noted,  however,  none  are  seri-j 
ous.  Issued  in  response  to  a  perceived  need  for  an  interna-1 
tional  coinage  to  compete  with  various  world  gold  trade  issues. 
Designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber,  the  other  design  with  Coiled 
Hair  was  accomplished  by  George  T.  Morgan.  Both  were  ac¬ 
complished  artists. 

108.0  grains.  Exactly  the  correct  weight  for  gold  Stellas. 

Walter  Breen  has  stated  that  the  survival  of  a  number  of  1879  Flowing 
Hair  Stellas  that  show  evidence  of  being  used  as  jewelry  is  reflective  of  their 
use  as  presents  by  congressmen  to  madames  in  bordellos  in  Washington, 
DC.  While  this  certainly  is  a  fascinating  story,  its  truth  may  never  be  known. 
Believe  Breen  or  disregard  him,  the  present  piece  was  used  as  jewelry  at  one 
time  and,  who  knows,  might  have  been  a  prized  possession  of  a  lady  of  the 
night. 
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Half  Eagles 

Five-dollar  gold  pieces,  produced  from  1795  to  1929,  are 
scarce  if  bearing  an  early  date,  but  are  quite  collectible  from  the 
Classic  Head  (beginning  in  1834)  motif  onward.  The  present 
sale  includes  many  scarce,  interesting,  and  worthwhile  pieces, 
highlighted  by  an  exceptional  Proof  1845  and  a  famous  1929 
rarity. 


2184  1800  Breen-6438,  B-1B.  Net  F-15;  sharpness  of  VF-30,  mount 
removed.  An  attractive  type  coin  for  the  collector  of  modest 
means.  Light  greenish  gold  with  minor  surface  marks  from  its 
former  life  as  a  piece  of  jewelry. 


2185  1806  Breen-6448,  B-5E.  Round  6.  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  of  EF- 
45,  but  holed  and  plugged  at  12:00.  Still  fairly  attractive  de¬ 
spite  the  aforementioned  problems,  with  lustre  in  the  recessed 
areas.  Only  a  few  scattered  marks  of  any  note  are  present,  and 
the  plugged  area  is  relatively  inconspicuous. 

2186  1835  Breen-6504.  VF-30.  Medium  orange-gold.  Second  year  of 
the  Classic  Head  series. 


Choice  Mint  State  1838  Half  Eagle 


Exceptional  Quality 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2187  1838  Breen-6515.  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  light  yellow  gold  with 
extraordinary  design  details  and  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal. 
Although  this  date  is  not  considered  to  be  a  rarity  in  circulated 
grades,  at  the  Mint  State  level  it  is  exceedingly  elusive.  In  fact, 
the  present  coin  is  the  second  finest  we  have  handled  in  the 
past  eight  years.  Considering  the  vast  panorama  of  coins  pre¬ 
sented  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  this  is  a  remarkable 
statement. 

Perfect  dies  with  no  cracks  or  clash  marks. 


1838-C  Classic  Head  $5 

First  Branch  Mint  Gold  Coinage 


2188  1838-C  EF-40.  Medium  gold  with  faint  olive  overtones.  A  few 
scattered  marks  can  be  seen,  none  of  which  are  overly  serious 
for  the  grade.  From  the  first  year  of  coinage  production  from 
the  Charlotte  Mint.  Scarce  in  all  grades.  A  very  important  coin. 

The  Charlotte  Mint  was  one  of  three  branch  facilities  authorized  in  1 835 
and  opened  in  1838.  The  first  coinage  at  Charlotte  took  place  a  few  weeks 
before  Dahlonega  and  New  Orleans  were  operative,  thus  the  present  coin  is 
a  candidate  for  being  among  the  first  branch  mint  American  issues. 
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Extraordinary  Proof  1 845  Half  Eagle 

From  the  Pittman  1845  Proof  Set 


2189  1845  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  delightful  early  Proof  half  eagle  of 
extreme  rarity.  Just  three  examples  are  known.  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Proof  with  rich  deep  orange-gold,  virtually  iden¬ 
tical  in  appearance  to  the  1845  Proof  quarter  eagle.  Cameo 
contrast,  like  the  quarter  eagle,  is  quite  evident  with  consider¬ 
able  lustre  on  the  devices.  The  surfaces  are  slightly  less  hazy 
with  a  few  more  hairlines  in  the  fields.  A  minor  smudge  is 
noted  in  the  right  obverse  field  behind  Liberty’s  neck.  A  few 
minor  lint  marks  are  noted,  as  struck. 

Just  three  examples  of  this  Proof  half  eagle  are  known,  all 
retained  in  sets  for  many  years.  1 )  National  Numismatic  Col¬ 
lection;  Smithsonian  Institution.  2)  Col.  E.H.R.  Green; 

Memorable  Collection,”  Numismatic  Gallery,  March  1948, 
Lot  347;  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection;  David  W.  Akers,  May 
1 998,  Lot  1711  as  part  of  a  complete  cased  Proof  set  of  1 845; 
the  presently  offered  specimen.  Walter  Breen  attributed  this 
example  to  earlier  collections  including  Lorin  G.  Parmelee, 
William  H.  Woodin,  and  Waldo  C.  Newcomer.  3)  England 
bank  vault;  Williams  Collection;  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  Septem¬ 
ber  1979,  Lot  1816;  Ed  1  rompeter;  Superior  Galleries,  Febru¬ 
ary  1991,  Lot  2596. 

I  he  date  digits  are  punched  quite  heavily  into  the  die  with  all  four  digits 
joined.  A  few  minor  die  finishing  lines  are  visible  on  Liberty’s  neck  and 
shoulder.  1  he  reverse  has  similar  light  hairlines  and  lint  marks.  Noticeable 
die  scratches  extend  from  the  side  of  the  eagle’s  leg  and  first  few  feathers 
into  the  left  field.  David  Akers  noted  that  this  same  reverse  also  was  used  for 
the  1844,  1846,  and  1848  Proof  half  eagles  in  the  Pittman  Collection. 

From  David  Akers’s  sale  of  the  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998,  Lot 
171  li.  Illustrated  in  Walter  Breen  ’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins. 


2190  1846AU-55.  Lustrous  for  the  grade. 


Important  1847  Half  Eagle  Variety 


Misplaced  7 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2191  1847  Breen-6571.  Blundered  Date,  Misplaced  Extra  7  in  Den¬ 
tils.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  with  strong  lustre  in  the 
recessed  areas.  Mistakenly  called  1847/7  on  the  PCGS  holder 
(a  misnomer;  the  actual  1847/7  variety  of  this  date  is  not  at  all 
like  the  variety  offered  here).  Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and 
highly  desirable  as  such 

PCGS  Population:  1 ;  none  finer. 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  there  is  an  1847/7  variety,  but  this  is  different 
from  the  piece  offered  here  and  is  described  as  Breen-6570,  appearing  to 
have  a  large  7  over  a  small  7  in  the  date. 

The  coin  offered  here,  Breen-6571,  is  best  known  as  a  misplaced  date  or  a 
misplaced  digit.  Apparently  the  punch  made  a  stray  impression  at  the  border. 


Popular  1849-C  $5 


2192  1849-C  AU-50.  Splashes  of  deep  golden  orange  grace  the  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  of  this  attractive  coin.  One  of  the  more  readily 
available  issues  from  the  Charlotte  Mint,  a  fact  that  does  not 
hinder  the  popularity  of  the  date. 
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Impressive  1855  Half  Eagle 

Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2193  1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  specimen  with  strong  lustre  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Quite  rare  in  Mint  State  despite  a  sizeable 
mintage  of  1  17,098  pieces;  Breen  noted  this  date  was  “very 
rare  above  AU.”  Top  of  second  5  in  date  touches  Liberty’s 
neck.  The  finest  example  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Uncirculated  1866  With  Motto  $5 

Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2194  1866  With  Motto.  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold  sur¬ 
faces  display  rose  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  From  the 
first  year  of  the  denomination  to  bear  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST,  and  one  of  just  6,700  business  strikes  of  the  design 
type  minted.  Typically  encountered  in  VF  to  EF,  and  very  rare 
above  that  range.  Indeed,  this  is  the  only  Mint  State  example  of 
the  date  certified  by  NGC!  We  expect  serious  bidding  competi¬ 
tion  for  this  condition  rarity. 


2195  1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with  greenish  gold 
toning  in  the  peripheries.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set. 


Choice  Mint  State  1884  $5 


2196  1884  MS-63  (ANACS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.  Common  in 
lower  grades,  but  very  elusive  at  the  MS-63  level. 


2197  1885-S  MS-63.  Satiny  surfaces. 

2198  '  Foursome  of  San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagles:  ☆  1887-S  MS-62 

☆  1901 -S  MS-61  ☆  1903-S  MS-60  ☆  1909-S  EF-40.A11  are  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2199  1891-CC  MS-62.  A  lustrous  and  satiny  example  of  an  always 
popular  date.  A  touch  of  olive  iridescence  adds  to  the  overall 
appeal.  One  of  the  least  expensive  Mint  State  Carson  City  gold 
coins.  What  a  nice  addition  this  would  be  to  a  set  of  gold  coins 
by  design  types! 


2200  Pair  of  Liberty  half  eagles,  both  graded  MS-60:  ☆  1893  ☆  1900. 
Both  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2201  1898-S  MS-63.  A  fully  lustrous  example  that  may  be  worthy  of 
a  higher  grade. 


2202  1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  gold  surfaces  with 
rich  overtones  of  deep  orange  toning.  Choice  and  attractive. 


2203  1901  MS-64.  Satiny  surfaces. 


2204  1901  MS-62.  A  nice  coin  for  your  type  set. 
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1901-S  MS-63.  A  satiny  and  highly  lustrous  specimen  that  prof¬ 
fers  the  overall  impression  of  a  much  finer  grade. 


1908  Indian.  MS-63.  A  lustrous  specimen  from  the  first  year  of 
the  design  type.  Warm  orange  toning  increases  the  eye  appeal 
of  the  coin. 


1908-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  coin  with  attractive 
rose  highlights.  Only  82,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck, 
the  third  lowest  production  figure  of  the  design  type.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  very  elusive  variety. 

1 909  MS-6 1 .  A  coin  with  a  pleasing  overall  appearance. 


Choice  Mint  State  1911  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2211  1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  honey  gold  surfaces  with  plenty 
of  beautiful  mint  lustre.  Some  light  surface  marks  are  noted  ori 
the  raised  fields,  consistent  with  the  grade.  Some  striking  soft-j 
ness  is  noted  on  the  Indian’s  cheek,  a  minor  distraction  on  ari 
otherwise  lovely  example. 


2212  1911  -D  AU-50.  Pale  golden  surfaces  with  some  lustre  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  depths  of  the  protected  recesses.  Fairly  scarce. 

2213  Pair  of  Indian  half  eagles,  both  graded  AU-58  (PCGS):  ☆  1913 
☆  1915.  Some  lustre  remains.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


2209  1909-D  MS-63.  Readily  available  in  Mint  State,  and  a  perfect 
selection  for  a  type  set. 


2210  1909-0  AU-53  (ANACS).  This  is  the  final  gold  coin  variety- 
struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  In  addition,  it  is  a  recognized 
rarity,  with  a  mintage  figure  of  only  34,200  pieces.  Most  survi¬ 
vors  are  well  worn,  with  VF  and  EF  being  the  norm.  The 
present  coin,  highly  lustrous,  is  exceptionally  pleasing  and  will 
draw  wide  bidding  attention. 
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Rare  1929  Half  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2214  1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frosty  surfaces  with  beautifully 
radiant  mint  lustre.  Sharply  struck  with  strong  definition  of  the 
design  elements.  An  aesthetically  pleasing  example  of  this  rarity, 
one  of  a  reported  mintage  of  662,000  pieces.  Such  a  mintage,  if 
taken  as  lone  evidence,  would  indicate  a  very  plentiful  issue. 
However,  the  1929  half  eagle  stands  as  the  key  rarity  in  the  In¬ 
dian  series,  encountered  far  less  often  than  the  elusive  1909-0 
with  a  mintage  ofjust  34,200.  Clearly  the  majority  of  the  original 
662,000  1929  half  eagles  minted  suffered  some  fate  other  than 
circulation,  probably  the  melting  pot. 
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Eagles _ 

Our  selection  of  $10  gold  coins  begins  with  1803  and 
continues  to  include  a  number  of  important  Liberty  Head 
designs  as  well  as  20th-century  issues.  The  Proof  1845  is  a 
showpiece,  and  the  same  comment  can  be  made  for  the  famous 
1907  Indian  with  rounded  rim. 


Pleasing  1803  Eagle 

Small  Reverse  Stars 


2215  1803  Breen-6844,  B-1A.  Small  Reverse  Stars.  Net  EF-40;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  AU-50,  surface  damage  and  slightly  bent.  Light  greenish 
gold  surfaces.  Four  varieties  of  1803  Small  Stars  reverse  eagles 
are  known  with  two  others  of  the  Large  Stars  reverse.  This  is  the 
second  most  available  among  all  six  known  varieties. 


Phenomenal  Proof  1845  Eagle 

From  the  Pittman  1845  Proof  Set 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2216  1845  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bright  or¬ 
ange-gold  as  on  the  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle.  A  wonderful 
cameo  Proof,  finer  in  quality  than  the  quarter  eagle  and  half 
eagle  in  the  present  sale — all  the  more  remarkable  as  the  $10 
denomination  is  heavier  and  would  be  more  susceptible  to 
handling.  A  few  minor  hairlines  and  lint  marks  are  noted. 
However,  none  are  serious. 

Four  examples  of  this  Proof  eagle  are  known,  three  retained 
in  sets  for  many  years: 

1 )  National  Numismatic  Collection;  Smithsonian  Institution. 

2)  Col.  F.H.R.  Green;  “Memorable  Collection,”  Numismatic 
Gallery,  March  1948,  Lot  548;  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection; 
David  W.  Akers,  May  1998,  Lot  1711  as  part  of  a  complete 
cased  Proof  set  of  1845;  the  presently  offered  specimen. 

3)  England  bank  vault;  Williams  Collection;  Bowers  and 
Ruddy,  September  1979,  Lot  1817;  Fd  Trumpeter;  Superior 
Galleries,  February  1991.  Lot  2597. 

4)  John  Work  Garrett  Collection;  Johns  Hopkins  l  niversitv; 
Bowers  and  Ruddy,  October  1980,  Lot  1667. 

t  he  date  is  heavily  punched  in  the  die  with  the  4  and  a  joined  \  short  die 
crack  or  scratch  extends  up  less  than  a  millimeter  from  a  dentil  |ust  lelt  ot 
the  date. 

From  David  Akers’s  sale  of  the  Pittman  Colin  two.  Mas  I99S.  lot 
I711j. 
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Scarce  1845-0  Eagle 


2217  1845-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  surfaces,  well  struck 
and  pleasing.  Several  gouges  are  noted  on  the  obverse  in  the 
right  field,  but  clearly  not  significant  enough  to  disqualify  it 
from  certification.  A  worthy  example  for  a  high-grade  gold  col¬ 
lection,  as  Mint  State  examples  of  this  date  are  quite  rare. 


Rare  Mint  State  1849-0  $10 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


^rcrrrrmc 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2218  1849-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  ample 
mint  frost  visible  on  the  devices.  Slight  softness  of  detail  is 
noted  on  several  of  the  obverse  stars,  probably  a  result  of 
heavily  repolished  dies.  The  fields  show  heavy  polish  lines  on 
both  sides.  The  central  details  are  bold,  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and 
the  eagle’s  feathers  being  fully  defined.  Perhaps  worthy  of  a 
finer  grade,  save  for  a  few  heavy  hits  at  Liberty’s  nose  and 
brow.  Still,  a  rare  piece  at  this  grade  level.  An  opportunity  for 
the  gold  specialist.  Nearly  all  known  examples  are  much  lower 
in  quality. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Choice  1854-S  Eagle 


2219  1854-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  gold  surfaces  with  some  ligf 
contact  marks,  though  none  are  severe.  Some  light  orange  tor 
ing  graces  each  side  adding  to  the  originality.  Relatively  scare 
in  higher  grades  as  few  Mint  State  examples  exist.  As  an  asick 
this  reigns  as  a  very  important  date  in  the  U.S.  gold  series,  £ 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  of  185 
are  classic  rarities. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Choice  AU  1868  Eagle 


2220  1868  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  yellow  gold  on  each  sid< 
with  some  prooflike  attributes  in  the  protected  fields.  A  hak 
of  rich  yellow  toning  and  bright  original  mint  lustre  complete 
the  package.  An  aesthetic  delight.  An  issue  scarcely  encoun 
tered  in  the  higher  circulated  grades,  and  virtually  unknown  it 
Mint  State. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer. 


Low-Mintage  1877  $10  Gold 

Classic  Rarity 


2221  1877  EF-45.  Attractive  soft  yellow  gold  with  some  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  Some  softness  is  noted  in  the  finer  details,  as  struck 
From  a  scant  original  mintage  of  just  8 1 7  business  strikes.  A 
famous  rarity,  one  bound  to  create  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
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2222  1878  MS-61.  Brilliant  with  radiant  lustre  on  each  side.  Particu¬ 
larly  attractive  for  the  assigned  grade  bearing  minimal  surface 
marks.  A  quality  example. 

2223  1879  Repunched  8  in  Date.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  on 
the  highest  points  with  pleasing  lustre  underneath.  Sharply 
struck  with  bold  design  details.  Repunching  is  visible  on  the  8 
in  the  date,  the  first  punching  having  been  far  too  low. 

2224  1880-S  ALT-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  some  pale  gold 
overtones. 

From  David  Akers’s  sale  of  the  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998,  Lot 
1957. 

2225  Trio  of  Liberty  eagles:  ☆  1882-S  MS-60  ☆  1897  AU-58  ☆  1906 
MS-60.  All  brilliant  with  bold  lustre.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2226  1883  AU-58  PL.  A  very  lightly  circulated  example  with  light 
handling  marks  noted  in  the  fields.  Fully  brilliant  with  deeply 
mirrored  prooflike  fields.  The  fields  feature  such  bold  proof- 
like  qualities  that  this  piece  has  probably  been  mistakenly 
called  Proof  in  the  past.  The  details  are  boldly  defined,  but  the 
devices  and  rims  are  not  squared  off,  nor  do  they  exhibit  the 
heavy  mint  frost  found  on  Proof  issues.  A  lovely  example  of 
the  date. 


2227  1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  gold  surfaces  with  bold  and  radi¬ 
ant  mint  lustre.  Some  light  opaque  toning  is  noted  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  changing  to  rich  honey  gold  at  the  rims. 

2228  1 886  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  ample  mint  lustre  remain¬ 
ing. 


I  2229  1886-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  pleasing  mint  lus¬ 
tre  on  each  side. 


Lustrous  1888-0  Eagle 


2230  1888-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  A  number  of  marks  account  for  the  grade.  A  moderately 
heavy  die  crack  extends  nearly  the  entire  circumference  of  the 
reverse  through  the  legend. 


2231  1892  MS-63  (NGC).  A  choice  Mint  State  example,  lustrous  and 
well  struck. 


2232  Pair  of  eagles  graded  MS-61:  ☆  1893  ☆  1932.  Both  brilliant 
and  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2233  Trio  of  Mint  State  Liberty  eagles:  ☆  1893  MS-60  ☆  1901  MS- 
61  ☆  1906-D  MS-61.  Each  is  brilliant  with  nice  lustre.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


Mint  State  1893-0  $10 


2234  1893-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  delicate  opaque  toning. 
Some  flatness  is  noted  on  the  lower  obverse  stars,  as  made. 


2235  1 897  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  bold  mint  lustre. 


Lustrous  and  Choice  1899  $10 


2236  1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Avery  pleasing  example  with  lovely  satin 
surfaces,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  This  lovely  specimen 
would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  any  high-grade  type  set  and  is 
worthy  of  serious  consideration. 
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1901  MS-64  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  example  with  nice  satiny  sur¬ 
faces. 

1901  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  one  small  toning  spot 
near  the  date. 

1901  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


Choice  1907  Liberty  $10 


1907  Liberty.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  choice  Mint  State  example  with 
pleasing,  satiny  lustre.  Brilliant  save  for  tinges  of  soft  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  - 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Soft  gold  surfaces  with  pleasing 
mint  lustre. 

1907  Liberty.  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2243  1907  Breen-7096,  Pollock-1997,  Judd-1775.  Rarity-5  +  .  Indian. 
Rounded  Rim,  Periods.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 
frosty  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces  and  extraordinary  design 
definition.  Mostly  brilliant  with  pleasing  rose  overtones  on  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a  pale  yellow  gold.  Among  the 
very  finest  of  only  25  to  35  examples  believed  to  exist  today. 
This  is  on  a  short  list  of  extreme  rarities  among  20th-century 
United  States  coinage.  The  list  of  famous  rarities  includes 
other  notable  coins  such  as  the  1913  Liberty  nickel,  1922  High 
Relief  Peace  dollar,  the  1933  eagle,  the  1907  Extremely  High 
Relief  double  eagle,  and  the  1927-D  double  eagle.  This  won¬ 
derful  coin  keeps  very  impressive  company! 

In  1905,  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  pre-eminent  sculptor 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  asking  him  to  redesign  the  entire  spectrum  ol 
United  States  coinage.  Roosevelt  was  fond  of  the  ancient  Greek  coinage  and 
desired  that  our  nation’s  coinage  have  similar  appearances.  Although  the 
sculptor  only  redesigned  two  denominations,  the  eagle  and  double  eagle 


Fabulous  1907  Indian  Eagle 

Rounded  Rims,  With  Periods 
About  40-50  Pieces  Struck 
A  Landmark  Rarity 
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created  are  now  considered  among  the  most  beautiful  of  any  American 
coins  ever  issued. 

The  actual  mintage  of  this  issue  was  between  20,000  and  35,000  depending 
on  the  source  consulted.  Mint  Superintendent  John  H.  Landis,  in  a  memoran¬ 
dum  to  Director  Frank  Leach  dated  September  25,  1907,  stated  31,550  such 
coins  were  struck.  Later,  Frank  Leach  reported  the  mintage  as  34,100  coins. 
Others,  including  Edgar  H.  Adams,  have  placed  the  mintage  at  about  20,000 
coins.  No  matter  the  actual  figure,  almost  all  were  melted  with  only  about  40 
to  50  escaping  into  numismatic  circulation.  The  generally  accepted  mintage 
figure,  as  reported  in  the  Guide  Book  and  other  sources,  is  42  coins. 

An  article  in  the  New  York  Sun  issue  of  February  20,  1910,  probably  from 
the  pen  of  Edgar  H.  Adams,  discussed  this  issue  just  three  years  after  mint¬ 
age:  “There  were  three  varieties  of  the  1907  $10  piece  of  the  Saint-Gaudens 
design.  The  first  was  distinguished  by  a  sharp  or  wire  edge  and  on  the  re¬ 
verse  shows  periods  at  either  side  of  the  motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  It  also 
had  a  concave  field.  Altogether  about  550  were  made,  a  specimen  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition  being  worth  from  $35  upward. 

"An  endeavor  was  made  by  the  die  engravers  to  make  this  design  suitable 
for  commercial  purposes  by  lowering  the  relief  and  giving  the  coin  a  narrow 
border.  The  design  was  the  same  as  the  first  and  showed  the  periods  at  ei¬ 
ther  end  of  the  motto,  but  was  clearly  to  be  distinguished  from  the  wire 
edge  variety  by  the  border,  which  was  much  wider  and  smooth.  So  sure  were 
the  Mint  authorities  that  a  practicable  design  had  been  reached  that  20,000 
of  these  coins  were  minted,  but  the  design  was  not  approved,  and  only 
about  50  specimens  are  now  in  existence,  the  remainder  having  been  con¬ 
signed  to  the  melting  pot.  This  coin  is  now  held  in  high  esteem  by  collectors 
and  is  quoted  at  a  high  price,  although  it  has  never  yet  been  offered  at  pub¬ 
lic  sale.” 

The  third  variety,  of  course,  is  the  common  1907  issue  without  periods. 


2244  Trio  of  MS-60  Indian  eagles:  ☆  1907  No  Periods  ☆  1910  ☆ 
1911.  Each  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2245  Pair  of  Indian  eagle  types  grading  AU-58:  ☆  1908-D  No  Motto 
☆  1908  Motto.  Both  are  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2246  Quartette  of  Indian  Head  eagles:  ☆  1908-D  Motto.  AU-50  ☆ 
1909  AU-50  ☆  1909-SAU-55^  1914-S  EF-45.  A  nicely  matched 
group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2247  Trio  of  AU-58  eagles:  ☆  1909-Dt*  1910-D^  1912.  Each  is  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2248  1910  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2249  1910  MS-6 1 .  Lustrous. 

2250  Pair  of  Indian  Head  eagles:  t?  1910-1)  AU-58.  Lustrous  "ft 
1926  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

225 1  191 0-S  AU-58.  Lustrous. 


Mint  State  1911  Eagle 


2252  1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  rosy  gold  toning  over  bright  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  few  surface  marks  are  noted,  commensurate 
with  the  grade  assigned. 

2253  Trio  of  eagles  grading  AU-50:  ☆  191  l#  1912-St^r  1913.  Some 
mint  lustre  remaining.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2254  191 1-D  EF-45.  Lustrous. 

2255  Pair  of  certified  Indian  eagles,  both  graded  MS-61:  ☆  1913 

(PCGS)  ☆  1932  (ANACS).  Each  is  lightly  toned  w'ith  some  lus¬ 
tre.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2256  1913  MS-6 1 .  Considerable  lustre  remains. 

2257  1 9 1 4-D  AU-58.  Pleasing  overall  appearance. 

2258  1915  MS-61 .  Bright  satiny  mint  lustre  accents  the  brilliant  gold 
surfaces. 

2259  1915-S  AU-50.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  on  the  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces. 

2260  1916-S  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  final  readily  collect¬ 
ible  San  Francisco  Mint  eagle,  the  1920-S  and  1930-S  both  be¬ 
ing  formidable  rarities. 


2261  1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  bright  satiny  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Wisps  of  honey  gold  toning  are  noted  toward  the  rims.  A 
delightful  type  coin. 

2262  1 926  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

2263  Trio  of  Mint  State  eagles:  ☆  1926  MS-61  (2)  ☆  1932  MS-60.  All 
are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2264  1932  MS-64  (NGC).  A  choice  Mint  State  example  with  pale 
rose  overtones  and  radiant  lustre. 
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2265  1932  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  some  pale  gold 
toning.  The  final  readily  collectible  date  in  the  $10  gold  series. 
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Double  Eagles _ 

Our  selection  of  double  eagles  begins  with  1 85 1  and  contin¬ 
ues  to  the  20th  century,  offering  along  the  way  a  number  of 
scarce  issues  as  well  as  popular  "type”  pieces. 

Scarce  1851-0  Double  Eagle 


2266  1851-0  AU-53  (ICG).  Light  greenish  gold  with  considerable 
lustre  remaining.  Typical  strike  for  early  New  Orleans  Mint 
double  eagles.  Light  surface  marks  are  not  as  severe  as  often 
encountered  for  this  date.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  in  terms  of 
Type  I  double  eagles,  however,  it  is  the  most  available  date 
from  this  mint. 

2267  1856-S  Net  AU-53;  sharpness  of  MS-61  with  matte  surfaces. 
Light  yellow  with  greenish  overtones.  A  treasure  coin  from  an 
unknown  source,  although  Walter  Breen  identified  these  as 
from  the  Yankee  Blade  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia.  There  is 
only  one  problem  with  his  theory:  the  ship  was  lost  on  October 
1,  1854! 

This  double  eagle  is  typical  of  many  that  have  been  classified  as  “seawater 
coin.”  The  concept  was  that  salt  in  the  ocean  water  reacted  with  the  metal  to 
create  the  matte-like  porous  surfaces.  However,  as  some  sea-recovered  gold 
coins  do  not  show  this  effect,  it  may  be  the  case  that  movement  of  sand  by 
the  ocean  currents  had  a  sand-blasting  effect  creating  this  appearance.  This 
would  be  similar  to  a  car  windshield  becoming  etched  if  driven  through  a 
desert  sandstorm. 

2268  1856-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58  with  matte  surfaces. 
Bright  yellow  gold  with  faint  greenish  tones.  Probably  from 
the  same  unknown  source  as  the  previous  lot.  Extremely  sharp 
design  details  and  quite  attractive,  despite  the  porous  surfaces. 

2269  1858-S  AU-50.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  nearly  complete  lustre. 
Minor  surface  abrasions  are  noted,  however,  none  are  serious. 
This  issue  may  become  quite  important  in  the  context  of  Type 
I  San  Francisco  Mint  double  eagles.  The  S.S.  Central  America 
was  lost  on  September  12,  1857,  thus  no  examples  of  this  issue 
could  possibly  be  included.  The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  only 
brought  seven  examples  of  this  issue  to  the  market.  Five  others 
were  retained  by  the  State  of  California. 


Scarce  1861-S  Double  Eagle 


2270  1861-S  AU-58  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  western  mint  double 
eagle  with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and  faint  orange  tones. 
The  design  detail  is  very  sharp  and  the  surfaces  are  only  lightl) 
abraded.  Finer  than  any  of  the  55  examples  in  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  treasure. 


2271  1873  Open  3.  MS-61.  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with  minoi 
surface  abrasions  consistent  with  the  grade.  A  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Open  3  variety,  made  famous  by  “Mr.  1873,’ 
Harry  X  Boosel. 

The  early  issues  of  1873,  in  nearly  all  denominations,  featured  the  Closed 
3  date  style  with  the  upper  and  lower  left  serifs  of  the  digit  3  very  closely 
spaced.  After  comments  that  the  digit  3  closely  resembled  an  8,  Mint  offi-i 
cials  had  new  date  logotypes  made  with  more  widely  spaced  serifs. 

2272  1875-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rich  yellow  gold  with 
splashes  of  orange  toning  on  the  reverse.  The  surfaces  are  sur¬ 
prisingly  choice  for  the  grade.  One  of  the  more  available 
Carson  City  Mint  double  eagles,  in  fact,  the  third  most  plenti¬ 
ful  according  to  Douglas  Winter  and  Lawrence  Cutler  in  Gold 
Coins  of  the  Old  West.  An  ideal  choice  to  represent  this  Type  II 
design. 

2273  1 876-S  ALI-50.  Light  orange-gold  lustre  is  nearly  complete  with 
very  pleasing  surfaces  for  the  grade.  A  popular  choice  among 
collectors  of  coins  by  design  type. 

2274  1877  MS-60  PL  (ANACS).  Fully  prooflike  fields  with  light: 
cameo  contrast.  Moderate  surface  abrasions  are  reflected  in 
the  fields.  First  year  of  issue  of  the  final  Liberty  Head  double 
eagle  design,  known  very  simply  as  Type  III. 

Type  I  double  eagles  lack  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse. 
Type  II  examples  have  the  denomination  spelled  TWENTY  D.  Type  III 
coins  have  the  full  denomination  TWENTY  DOLLARS. 

2275  1877-S  MS-61.  F  rosty  light  yellow  gold  lustre  with  very  minor 
surface  impairments.  A  sharply  struck  example 

2276  1 883-CC  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58.  Abraded  at  the  date 
in  a  misguided  attempt  to  “improve”  this  coin’s  appearance. 
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2277  1883-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example  of  this  western  is¬ 
sue,  highly  lustrous  with  very  nice  surfaces.  This  issue,  along 
with  many  other  San  Francisco  Mint  double  eagles,  remains 
very  common  in  basic  Mint  State  quality  such  as  MS-60  or  MS- 
61,  emerges  as  a  scarce  item  in  MS-62  or  MS-63  grades,  and 
becomes  a  major  rarity  in  higher  quality. 

2278  1884-CC  AU-55.  Frosty  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  is  interrupted 
only  by  very  slight  traces  of  wear  on  the  highest  points  of  the 
design.  This  is  one  of  the  most  common  Carson  City  double 
eagles,  however,  “common”  only  applies  in  comparison  with 
other  coins  from  this  mint.  In  the  context  of  all  double  eagles, 
any  Carson  City  Mint  example  is  scarce  with  most  considered 
rare.  For  all  19  Carson  City  double  eagle  issues  combined,  only 
864,128  coins  were  minted.  In  comparison,  48  individual  Lib¬ 
erty  double  eagles  from  1850  to  1907  had  higher  mintages. 

;  2279  1884-S  MS-60  PL.  Numerous  bagmarks  and  abrasions  are 
highlighted  by  the  prooflike  surfaces. 


[  2280  1889  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre, 
fully  natural  with  dark  greenish  patina  on  the  highest  points. 
Quite  rare.  Even  the  low  mintage  of  44,070  business  strikes 
does  not  describe  the  scarcity  of  this  issue. 

2281  1889  MS-60  (NGC).  Frosty  orange-gold  lustre  with  moderate 
surface  abrasions  as  expected.  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
scarce  issue. 


Lovely  1890-CC  Double  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Extant 


2282  1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  greenish  gold  with  a  hint  of 
pinkish  overtones.  Sharply  struck  with  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal.  The  fields  are  very  slightly  reflective  in  nature  and  dis¬ 
play  very  few  surface  marks  or  abrasions.  A  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  issue;  a  condition  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Winter 
and  Cutler,  in  their  reference  on  Carson  City  gold  coins, 
noted:  “Mint  State  1890-CC  double  eagles  are  relatively  plenti¬ 
ful  but  most  which  exist  are  no  better  than  MS-60.  This  issue 
becomes  genuinely  rare  in  Mint  State-62  and  any  piece  grading 
.  higher  than  this  is  very  rare.”  Indeed,  PCGS  has  not  certified  a 
single  example  higher  than  MS-62. 

Based  on  the  June  1999  PCGS  Population  Report,  die  1890-CC  double  eagle 
is  the  fourth  most  available  (i.e.,  highest  population)  in  all  Mint  State  grades. 
However,  in  MS-62  and  finer  grades,  this  issue  jumps  to  the  seventh  posi¬ 
tion. 


2283  Pair  of  AU-58  double  eagles:  ☆  1 894  ☆  1 895.  Lustrous  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2284  Pair  of  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆  1895  MS-60.  Lustrous  ☆ 
1897  MS-62.  Splashes  of  orange  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (To¬ 
tal:  2  pieces) 

2285  1895-S  MS-61  PL  (ANACS).  An  attractive  light  yellow  gold  ex¬ 
ample  with  prooflike  fields. 

San  Francisco  Quartette 

2286  Quartette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint,  each  graded  AU-58:  ☆  1896-S  ☆  1898-S  ☆  1902-S  ☆ 
1905-S.  All  brilliant  with  much  remaining  lustre.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


2287  1898-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  yellow  lustre  with 
traces  of  orange  toning.  A  few  very  minor  surface  marks  are 
noted. 


2288  1898-S  MS-62.  Light  yellow  gold  with  frosty  lustre.  A  few  insig¬ 
nificant  surface  marks  are  noted. 

2289  Duo  of  AU-58  double  eagles:  ☆  1898-S.  Satinv  lustre  1899 
Lustrous.  (Total:  2  pieces) 
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1900  MS-61  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow  gold  lustre,  frosty  in  tex¬ 
ture.  Numerous  minor  abrasions  are  noted,  however,  none  are 
severe. 


Mint  State  Quartette 

Quartette  of  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆  1900  MS-61  ☆  1903 
MS-61.  Minute  copper  spot  on  the  reverse  below  eagle’s 
tailfeathers  ☆  1904  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-62  PL.  Each  piece  is  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  except  where  noted.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1900-S  MS-61  PL  (ANACS).  An  attractive  prooflike  example 
with  numerous  small  marks,  and  only  two  or  three  larger  abra¬ 
sions. 


1903  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  surfaces.  Brilliant 
and  attractive. 

Pair  of  double  eagles:  ☆  1903  MS-60.  Brilliant  ☆  191 T-S  MS- 
61.  Light  golden  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1904  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  few  surface 
marks.  Attractive  for  the  grade. 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 


Trio  of  Mint  State  $20 

Trio  of  double  eagles:  ☆  1904  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-62  ☆  1924 
MS-63.  All  are  lustrous  with  traces  of  light  toning.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


Lustrous  Mint  State  Foursome 


Important  1905  Double  Eagle  Rarity 


2303  1905  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  rich  orange-gold  lus 
tre.  Minor  impairments  are  noted.  This  is  a  very  scarce  coin  ir 
any  quality  higher  than  MS-60.  This  is  explained  in  part  by  th< 
low  mintage  of  58,919  business  strikes. 

NGC  lias  graded  just  62  examples  as  MS-62  and  only  nine  MS-63  coin 
with  none  finer.  This  is  quite  a  low  population  considering  over  70,000  1 90' 
double  eagles  have  been  certified  MS-62  or  better  by  the  same  service. 


Lovely  Mint  State  MCMVII  Double  Eagle 

Saint-Gaudens  in  High  Relief 


2304  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-62  (ANACS).  A  very  nice 
quality  High  Relief  double  eagle  with  highly  lustrous  satiny  yel¬ 
low  surfaces.  Very  few  surface  marks  are  noted  of  any  kind. 
The  medallic  nature  of  this  issue  makes  it  an  extremely  popu¬ 
lar  choice  for  collectors  of  numismatic  art.  The  High  Relief  is¬ 
sue  is  a  wonderful  example  of  the  work  of  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens. 


Nice  quartette  of  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆  1904  (3).  MS- 
63,  MS-62,  and  MS-60  ☆  1924  MS-62.  All  brilliant  and  lustrous. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

1904  MS-62  (ANACS).  Highly  lustrous  bright  yellow  gold  with 
a  few  very  minor  marks.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  issue, 
popular  with  type  collectors. 


Trio  of  Double  Eagles 

Double  eagle  trio:  ☆  1904  MS-62.  Lustrous  ☆  1908  No  Motto. 
AU-55  ☆  1923-1)  MS-63.  Pale  gold  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Pair  of  double  eagles  graded  by  ANACS:  ☆  1904  MS-61  PL. 
Lustrous  light  gold  ☆  1907  Liberty.  MS-62.  Frosty  gold  lustre. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

Trio  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆  1904  Net  AU-50,  brushed.  ☆ 
1 907  Liberty.  AU-58  (2).  All  with  nice  lustre  remaining.  (Total: 
3  pieces) 


Important  High  Relief  $20 


2305  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned  with  a 
polished  appearance  on  the  highest  devices.  Light  yellow  gold 
and  actually  quite  attractive.  An  important  example  of  this 
popular  issue  for  the  collector  who  does  not  wish  to  spend  five 
figures  for  a  Mint  State  coin. 
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Superb  1908  No  Motto  $20 

Gem  Mint  State 


2306  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bright  and  frosty  orange-gold 
lustre  with  superb  surfaces.  Slightly  weak  on  the  highest 
points,  a  characteristic  of  virtually  all  examples  of  this  issue. 

This  example  is  the  Short  Rays  obverse  as  discussed  by  Walter  Breen  in  his 
Complete  Encyclopedia  at  catalogue  number  7364. 

2307  1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Frosty  light  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  with  lovely  surfaces. 

Long  Rays  obverse  described  by  Walter  Breen  at  Encyclopedia  number 
7365.  The  Long  Rays  design  modification  generally  exhibits  better  relief 
than  those  with  Short  Rays. 

2308  Pair  of  MS-62  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles:  ☆  1908  No 
Motto.  Light  yellow  gold  lustre  ☆  1913-D.  Lustrous  yellow 
gold.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2309  1908  No  Motto.  AU-58.  Nearly  complete  frosty  light  yellow 
gold  lustre.  Long  Rays  obverse. 

2310  1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  a  touch  ofwear  on  the 
highest  points. 

2311  1909/8  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

2312  1909-D  AU-58.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce  issue  with 
nearly  complete  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Just  52,500  coins  were 
minted,  one  of  the  few  20th-century  regular  issue  coins  with  a 
mintage  under  100,000  coins.  Quite  scarce  and  seemingly  un¬ 
dervalued. 

Trio  of  Saint-Gaudens  $20 

2313  Saint-Gaudens  trio,  each  MS-63:  ☆  1910-D  (PCGS).  Attractive 
orange-gold  lustre  ☆  191 1-D  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  ☆  1914-S 
(NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


Lustrous  Gem  1911  -S  $20 


2314  191 1-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  example  with 
warm  satiny  surfaces.  Well  struck  with  bold  definition  in  all 
central  details.  A  quality  gem  worthy  of  a  fine  collection. 


2315  1913-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  A  very  low-mintage  issue,  one  of  just 
34,000  double  eagles  struck  in  San  Francisco  during  the  year. 
Lustrous  light  orange-gold  with  minor  surface  abrasions. 
Third  lowest  mintage  of  any  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle,  be¬ 
hind  the  1907  High  Relief  and  1908-S  issues. 


Gem  Mint  State  1915-S  Double  Eagle 


2316  1915-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  orange-gold  lustre 
with  very  few  surface  marks  of  any  kind.  A  lovely  gem  ex¬ 
ample.  This  is  one  of  the  more  available  issues  from  the  de¬ 
cade,  certainly  much  scarcer,  however,  than  Philadelphia  is¬ 
sues  of  a  decade  later. 


Frosty  1915-S  Double  Eagle 
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2317  1915-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sliarph  struck  with  brilliant.  Irosty  orange 
gold  lustre.  An  ideal  choice  for  the  branch  mint  type  collectoi 
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2318  1916-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  orange-gold  lustre,  satiny  in  ap¬ 
pearance.  Sharply  struck  and  extremely  attractive.  Slightly 
wavy  fields,  resembling  the  texture  of  an  orange  peel.  In  fact, 
such  coins  are  sometimes  described  as  having  “orange  peel 
surfaces.” 

2319  1916-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  bright  yellow  gold  lustre.  The 
final  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  of  the  decade  and  often  chosen 
by  type  collectors  for  this  reason. 


Gem  1922  Double  Eagle 


2320  1922  MS-65.  A  pleasing  lustrous  gem  example,  bold  and  bril¬ 
liant. 

From  our  Rarities  Sale,  August  1996,  Lot  438. 

2321  1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  lustrous  brilliance.  A  very 
choice  example.  Several  fine  obverse  die  cracks  are  noted 
around  the  periphery,  following  roughly  the  curvature  of  the 
rim. 

2322  1922  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 


Trio  of  Philadelphia  Mint  $20 

2323  Philadelphia  Mint  Saint-Gaudens  trio,  each  graded  ll 

ANACS:  ☆  1922  MS-62.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  a  splash 
rose  ☆  1925  MS-63.  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre  ☆  1927  MS-6 
Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

Trio  of  Mint  State  Double  Eagles 

2324  Trio  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles:  ☆  1 923  MS-60  ☆  1 9i 
MS-63  ☆  1927  MS-62.  All  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total: 
pieces) 

2325  1923-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  delightful  example  that  is  sharp 
struck  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  This  is  the  only  con 
mon  Denver  Mint  double  eagle  of  the  decade.  In  fact,  this 
the  most  plentiful  branch  mint  issue  of  the  design.  Type  colie 
tors  take  note. 

2326  1924  MS-64.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  grade,  brilliant  and  high 
lustrous.  Minimal  surface  marks,  perhaps  even  worthy  of 
higher  grade. 

Trio  of  MS-63  Double  Eagles 

2327  Trio  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles,  each  ANACS  grade 
MS-63:  ☆  1924  ☆  1925  ☆  1928.  Each  has  bright  and  frosty  ye 
low  gold  lustre.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2328  Pair  of  MS-62  double  eagles:  ☆  1925  (NGC).  Frosty  yello 
gold  ☆  1927  (PCGS).  Satiny  orange-gold.  (Total:  2  pieces) 
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Important  1925-D  Saint-Gaudens  $20 

A  Major  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2329  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  amazing  example  of  this  rarity 
among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles.  Frosty  light  orange-gold 
lustre  with  peripheral  amber  toning.  A  few  minor  abrasions  are 
scattered  across  obverse  and  reverse.  In  A  Handbook  of  20th-Cen¬ 
tury  United  States  Gold  Coins,  David  Akers  noted  that  the  1925-D 
issue  is  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in  MS-64  condition. 

This  issue  is  slightly  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  the  1924-D  issue, 
according  to  Akers.  Interestingly,  the  mintage  is  actually 
higher  than  for  the  Philadelphia  double  eagle  of  the  same 
date,  however,  the  PCGS  population  in  MS-64  or  higher 
grades  is  less  than  2%  of  the  Philadelphia  issue.  So  much  for 
mintage  figures!  I  he  explanation  is  that  virtually  the  entiie 
mintage  of  the  1925-D  went  to  the  melting  pot,  whereas  the 
Philadelphia  pieces  circulated  widely. 


2330  1927  MS-65.  A  beautiful,  highly  lustrous  gem. 


2331  1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp  de¬ 
sign  details.  An  attractive  type  coin.  This  is  the  final  "collect¬ 
ible”  double  eagle  for  the  average  collector. 

2332  1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant  yellow  gold 
lustre  highlighted  by  faint  traces  of  orange.  I  his  issue  has  the 
highest  mintage  of  any  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle,  yet  is  not 
nearly  as  common  as  the  1924. 

2333  1928  MS-64.  Nice  lustre  over  pleasing  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
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Commemorative 
Siever  Coins _ 

We  like  commemoratives!  For  many  years  we  have  enjoyed 
the  series,  and  over  a  long  period  of  time  we  have  done  much 
research  on  it,  culminating  in  the  award-winning  book,  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
published  in  1991.  Today,  this  single  volume  remains  as  the 
authoritative  source  for  detailed  information  concerning  each 
of  the  issues. 

Today  in  1 999  the  market  for  commemoratives  is  not  strong, 
most  probably  because  the  spate  of  modern  commemoratives 
has  somewhat  overshadowed  the  pieces  of  the  classic  era  1 892- 
1954.  Among  the  earlier  issues  it  is  still  possible  to  obtain  dates 
and  mintmarks  with  mintages  of  fewer  than  5,000  pieces,  for 
under  $100  per  coin  in  some  instances!  This  translates  into 
opportunity  for  anyone  wishing  to  form  a  collection. 

Often,  collectors  tend  to  be  like  lemmings  or  sheep — they  like 
to  follow  the  leader.  Indeed,  this  is  seen  in  many  other  areas  of 
endeavor  in  the  United  States.  Often,  when  something  is 
expensive  or  the  market  is  at  a  low  spot,  the  press  concerning 
it  is  negative.  Byway  of  related  example,  we  noticed  in  a  recent 
issue  of  Business  Week  that  a  writer  said  that  bullion  gold,  now 
touching  a  low  point  for  the  past  two  decades,  should  not  be 
placed  in  an  investment  portfolio.  Might  it  not  have  been  more 
appropriate  for  Business  Week  to  have  made  this  comment 
when  gold  was  at,  say,  $400  or  $500  an  ounce?  In  his  autobiog¬ 
raphy,  Bernard  Baruch  traced  the  success  of  his  fortune  to  the 
fact  that  when  others  were  dumping  good  stocks  at  cheap 
prices,  he  was  a  buyer.  On  the  other  hand,  when  prices  were 
high,  he  was  a  seller.  Returning  to  the  subject  at  hand,  doesn’t 
it  make  sense  that  if  commemorative  coins  were  “hot”  in  the 
market  a  decade  or  two  ago,  and  are  cheaper  today  in  1999, 
they  are  more  desirable  than  ever  in  1 999?  It  would  seem  so,  at 
least  to  the  writer. 


Gem  Quality  1893  Isabella  250 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2334  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-66.  A  magnificent  specimen  witl 
fully  lustrous  surfaces.  The  red  and  violet  toning  on  the  pe 
ripheries  frames  the  central  devices.  This  is  our  first  com 
memorative  quarter  dollar,  featuring  the  bust  of  Queei 
Isabella  on  the  obverse. 

Desirable  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


2335  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65.  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and  viole 
on  the  peripheries.  Avery  desirable,  high-grade  specimen. 
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2336  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Toned  in  pale  blue  and  gold. 

2337  Trio  of  Mint  State  commemorative  coins:  ☆  1893  Isabella 
quarter.  MS-61.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  blue  and  gold  toning 
at  the  rims  ☆  1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-62.  Subdued  silver  gray 
surfaces  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (To¬ 
tal:  3  pieces) 

2338  Pair  of  Mint  State  commemoratives:  ☆  1893  Isabella  quarter. 
MS-60.  Lovely  silver  gray  surfaces  with  golden  orange  high¬ 
lights  ☆  1925-S  California  Jubilee.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with 
splashes  of  magenta  at  the  rims.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


Complete  Type  Set  of  Commemoratives 

2339  Complete  type  set  of  silver  commemoratives,  plus  one:  ☆ 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60  ☆  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60  ☆ 
1921  Alabama  2X2.  Net  AU-58;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  polished 

☆  1936  Albany.  MS-64  ☆  1937  Antietam.  MS-65  ☆  1936  Arkan¬ 
sas.  MS-62  ☆  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  ☆  1935  Boone.  MS-64. 

☆  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  ☆  1925-S  California.  Net  AU-58; 
sharpness  of  MS-62,  cleaned  ☆  1951  Carver-Washington.  MS- 
63.  ☆  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  ☆  1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  ☆ 
1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65  ☆  1893  Columbian  Exposition.  MS- 
60  ☆  1935  Connecticut.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63, 
cleaned.  ☆  1936  Delaware.  MS-63  ☆  1936  Elgin.  MS-64  ☆  1936 
Gettysburg.  MS-64  ☆  1922  Grant.  Plain.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness 
of  AU-58,  cleaned.  ☆  1928  Hawaiian.  AU-55  ☆  1935  Hudson. 
MS-62  ☆  1924  Huguenot  Walloon.  MS-63  ☆  1946  Iowa.  MS-65 

☆  1925  Lexington-Concord.  Net  MS-61;  sharpness  of  MS-63, 
light  hairlines.  ☆  1918  Lincoln  Illinois.  MS-62.  ☆  1936  Long 
Island.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  ☆  1920  Maine.  Net 
MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-63,  polished  ☆  1934  Maryland.  MS-63 

☆  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  MS-61,  light 
obverse  scratches  ☆  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine.  MS-62  ☆  1938 
New  Rochelle.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  ☆  1926  Oregon 
Trail.  MS-63  ☆  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-58  ☆  1920  Pilgrim. 
MS-64  ☆  1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-64 

☆  1936  Robinson.  MS-64  ☆  1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-63  ☆  1926 
Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  ☆  1935  Spanish  I  rail.  MS-64  ir  1925 
Stone  Mountain.  MS-63  ☆  1934  Texas.  MS-63  ☆  1925  Fort 
Vancouver.  MS-62  ☆  1927  Vermont.  MS-62  ☆  1946-S  Booker 
T.  Washington.  MS-64  ☆  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  ☆  1936  York. 
MS-65  ☆  1982-S  George  Washington.  Proof-67.  Each  is  lus¬ 
trous  with  most  being  brilliant.  A  few  pieces  display  lovely  pale 
golden  toning.  Housed  in  two  capital  plastic  holders.  (Total: 
51  pieces) 

In  the  commemorative  series,  every  coin  has  its  own  story  to  tell.  What  a 
wonderful  panorama  this  is  of  American  commemorative  coinage  during 
the  classic  era.  One  can  imagine  that  the  successful  purchaser  of  this  collec¬ 
tion  will  derive  many  hours  of  enjoyment.  And,  if  the  purchaser  does  not 
have  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  study.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  we  would  be  happy  to  furnish  one  gratis  upon  re¬ 
quest. 


2340  1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-63.  An  attractive  commemo¬ 
rative  with  brilliant  frosty  lustre  and  a  whisper  of  light  gold 
toning. 

All  50,000  coins  were  minted  on  December  14,  1899  with  14,000  later 
melted.  This  issue  was  designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber  and  authorized  to 
raise  funds  for  an  equestrian  statue  of  Lafayette  to  be  erected  at  the  1900 
Paris  Exposition.  Interestingly,  this  issue  was  struck  from  hand-prepared  dies, 
with  the  result  that  die  varieties  with  different  letter  positions  can  be  col¬ 
lected!  As  such,  this  is  one  of  the  most  curious  of  all  coins  of  its  era. 


2341  1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  AU-55.  Dark  grayish  brown  and 
iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  quite  attractive. 

2342  1921  Alabama  Centennial.  2X2.  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning. 
Quite  well  struck  for  this  issue. 

The  Alabama  Centennial  was  celebrated  in  1919,  while  the  coins  were  not 
issued  until  two  years  later. 

2343  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆  1936  Albany.  MS-65. 
Lustrous  pale  gold  surfaces  ☆  1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-65.  Lus¬ 
trous  with  splashes  of  gold  1937  Roanoke.  MS-66.  Satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2344  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆  1936  Albany. 
MS-65.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  brown  ☆  1924  Hu¬ 
guenot.  MS-64.  Reddish  orange  highlights  with  blue  speckles 

☆  1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Lustrous  rose  highlights  ☆  1936  Long  Is¬ 
land.  MS-64.  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  golden  brown  at  the  rims. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

2345  Quartette  of  Arkansas  commemoratives  certified  by  PCGS: 

☆  1935  (2).  MS-65  and  MS-64.  Both  are  lustrous  with  just  a  hint 
of  rose  toning  ☆  1935-S  MS-65.  Subdued  lustre  with  splashes 
of  golden  brown  toning  ☆  1937  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

2346  Four  certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  1 935  Arkansas. 

MS-64  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  ☆  1946  Iowa.  MS-67  (NGC).  Me¬ 
dium  toning  ☆  1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PGGS).  A  hint  of  toning 
at  the  rims  ☆  1936  York.  MS-66.  Medium  toning.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 

2347  A  selection  of  Mint  State  commemorative  half  dollars,  all 
lightly  toned  unless  noted:  ☆  1935  Arkansas.  MS-63  ii'  1935 
Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-63  ☆  1892  Columbian.  MS-60  ☆  1935 
Connecticut.  MS-63.  Medium  toning  ☆  1 936  Gettysburg.  MS- 
63  ☆  1918  Illinois.  MS-63.  Deep  toning  ☆  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64. 
Deep  toning  ☆  1934  Texas.  MS-64.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

2348  A  half  dozen  certified  commemorative  half  dollars,  all 
graded  MS-65:  ☆  1 936  Bay  Bridge  (PC  1GS)  ☆  1 936-S  Columbia 
(PCGS)  ☆  1936  Delaware  (PCGS)  ☆  1946  Iowa  (PCGS)  ☆  1946 
Booker  T.  Washington  (NGC)  ☆  1946-D  Booker  T.  W  ashing¬ 
ton  (NGC).  All  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  6  pieces) 
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Gem  Mint  State  1935  Boone  PDS  Set 

Small  1934  Issue 

2349  PDS  set  of  1935  Small  “1934”  Boone  Bicentennial  half  dol¬ 
lars  certified  by  NGC:  MS-65  "w-  MS-66  MS-66.  A  well- 

matched  set  with  lovely  pearl  gray  surfaces.  The  glory  aspect  of 
these  issues  is  that  for  the  San  Francisco  and  Denver  varieties 
there  are  only  2,000  coins  distributed!  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2350  1935  Boone  Bicentennial.  Small  “1934."  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  satiny  lustre  with  sharp  design  details.  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  commemorative  first  issued  in  1934  to  mark  the 
bicentennial  of  Daniel  Boone’s  birth. 

After  continuing  this  issue  in  1935  and  selling  all  possible,  distributor  C. 
Frank  Dunn  convinced  the  government  that  these  should  have  been  issued 
with  a  small  “1934”  on  the  reverse,  in  order  to  properly  commemorate 
Boone’s  birth.  This  second  1935  issue  marks  the  first  of  multiple  abuses 
within  the  Boone  commemorative  series. 

2351  1938  Boone  Bicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  well-struck,  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Micro¬ 
scopic  flecks  are  noted  on  the  neck.  This  is  the  last  year  of  is¬ 
sue  for  the  Boone  half  dollars,  and  only  2,100  coins  were  is¬ 
sued  of  each  of  the  three  varieties. 

2352  1938-D  Boone  Bicentennial.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  example  with 
satin  surfaces.  Lovely  pale  blue,  violet,  and  gold  toning  is 
noted  on  portions  of  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Attractive  and 
always  popular  due  to  its  remarkably  low  mintage. 

2353  1938-S  Boone  Bicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive  example.  Just  a  hint  of  peripheral  toning  is  noted  be¬ 
low  the  bust.  The  final  coin  in  the  low-mintage  trio  of  1938 
Boone  issues.  Today’s  market  price  of  just  a  few  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  seems  to  be  remarkably  low  and  is  far  below  what  such  a 
coin  would  have  sold  for  10  years  ago! 

2354  Trio  of  commemoratives,  all  graded  MS-65  by  PCGS:  ☆  1936 
Bridgeport  Centennial  ☆  1946  Iowa  ☆  1934  Maryland.  Each  is 
delicately  toned.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2355  1925-S  California  Diamond  Jubilee.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully 
lustrous  example  with  pale  gold  and  magenta  toning.  Above 
average  quality  for  the  grade. 

2356  1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Somewhat  subdued  mint  lus¬ 
tre  with  pale  gold  toning  on  the  peripheries. 

Only  3,000  pieces  were  distributed  of  each  of  the  three  Cincinnati  variet¬ 
ies — one  from  each  mint. 


2359  A  nice  selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars,  all  MS-6 
and  better:  ☆  1936  Cleveland.  MS-60  ☆  1892  Columbian  Ex 
position.  MS-62  ☆  1935  Connecticut.  MS-62  ☆  1922  Gram 
Plain.  MS-62  ☆  1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  ☆  1920  Maine  MS-6 
(2)  ☆  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine.  MS-61.  All  exhibit  various  de 
grees  of  toning.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

2360  Croup  of  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollars:  ☆  1892  (3).  MS 
64  (NGC)  (2),  and  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1893  (4).  MS-64  (NGC 
MS-63  (PCGS),  MS-63  (NGC)  and  MS-62  (NGC).  All  show  vari 
ous  degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2361  1893  Columbian  Exposition.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Our  nation’ 
first  commemorative  silver  coin,  struck  in  1892  and  1893.  Ver 
attractively  toned  with  gold,  russet,  lilac,  and  blue-green.  Ai 
aesthetic  delight. 

2362  Foursome  of  PCGS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  H 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  ☆  1946  Iowa.  MS-66  ☆  193' 
Roanoke.  MS-66  ☆  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Some  faint  tonins 
on  all  pieces.  (Total:  4  pieces) 


2363  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-60.  The  scarce  variety  with  a  star  in 
the  right  obverse  field.  Brilliant  with  a  few  minor  surface 
marks  and  typical  weakness,  especially  over  Grant’s  ear. 

Superb  Gem  1922  Grant  Half  Dollar 

No  Star  Variety 


2364  1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-67  (NGC).  A  phenomenal  coin  with  sat¬ 
iny,  almost  reflective  surfaces.  This  example  is  as  sharply) 
struck  as  any  we  have  seen.  Even  Grant’s  hair  above  his  ear  is 
slightly  detailed,  an  area  that  is  almost  always  fiat.  Light  irides-; 
cent  toning  adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  lovely  coin. 

Heavy  die  polish  is  noted  in  the  obverse  fields,  characteristic  of  all  known 
Grant  issues. 


2357  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  in  rose 
and  pale  blue-violet.  Better  than  average  strike  for  this  issue. 

2358  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  pale  blue 
and  golden  hues. 
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!  2365  1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55.  Toned  in  light  gold 
with  reddish  overtones.  This  popular,  low-mintage  issue  is 
sought  in  all  grades.  The  most  desired  single  design  type  in  the 
entire  classic  era  of  commemoratives  1892-1954. 

2366  1935  Hudson  Sesquicentennial.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU- 
58,  lightly  polished.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces  with  a  few  very 
minor  marks.  Sponsored  by  the  Hudson  (New  York)  Sesqui¬ 
centennial  Committee.  Only  10,000  pieces  were  distributed,  a 
remarkably  low  figure  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  them. 

2367  1918  Lincoln-Illinois  Centennial.  MS-65.  A  fully  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  with  lovely  satin  surfaces. 

The  reverse  design  was  by  John  R.  Sinnock  and  is  considered  by  some  to 
be  his  finest  work. 

2368  Trio  of  certified  MS-66  commemoratives:  ☆  1946  Iowa 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  ☆  1937  Roanoke  (NGC).  Golden  toning  ☆ 
1936  York  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  pale  gold.  All  are  lustrous. 
(Total:  3  pieces) 


2373  1936  Norfolk  Bicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lightly  toned  ex¬ 
ample  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold  and  blue  toning.  A  coin  with 
a  pleasing  overall  appearance. 

2374  1926  Oregon  Trail  Memorial.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  wonderful 
example  is  fully  struck  with  brilliant  frosty  lustre.  I  he  Indian  s 
fore  leg  is  fully  rounded,  a  remarkable  situation  as  this  feature 
is  usually  weak. 

Numismatic  tradition  suggests  the  obverse  features  an  Indian  while  the 
reverse  includes  the  date  and  wagon.  The  Mint  Report  discussing  this  issue 
suggests  otherwise. 

2375  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,  both 
graded  MS-66:  ☆  1926  ☆  1936-S.  A  nuance  of  pale  rose  and 
gold  on  each.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2376  1939-D  Oregon  Trail  Memorial.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
well-struck  and  very  attractive  specimen.  Last  year  of  issue  for 
this  design  type.  Only  3,000  pieces  were  issued  to  collectors. 

2377  1939-D  Oregon  Trail  Memorial.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharply 
struck  example  with  pale  gold  toning  and  rose  highlights. 


2378  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition.  MS-64.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  scarce  and  popular  commemorative  issue  with  bright, 
frosty  lustre  and  very  minor  splashes  of  dark  toning.  Slightly 
weak  at  the  centers.  This  choice  example  has  considerably 
high  aesthetic  appeal.  Doubled  mintmark  with  the  top  edge  of 
the  original  S  extending  from  the  upper  right  serif  of  the  final 
mintmark. 


2369  1934  Maryland  Tercentenary.  MS-66  (NGC).  An  outstanding 
example  with  fully  brilliant  frosty  mint  lustre  and  above  aver¬ 
age  design  definition.  Even  the  state  motto  is  visible,  which  is 
seldom  the  case  on  other  specimens.  A  lovely  gem  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur. 

2370  Trio  of  Mint  State  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆  1934  Mary¬ 
land.  MS-63.  Pale  rose  with  splashes  of  golden  green  toning  at 
the  rims  ☆  1935-D  Texas.  MS-66.  Lustrous  with  minor  spots  on 
the  obverse  ☆  1927  Vermont.  MS-63.  Lovely  pale  rose  toning 
with  splashes  of  golden  brown  on  the  obverse  and  blue-green 
on  the  reverse.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2371  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
wonderful  satin  surfaces  and  just  a  hint  of  gold  and  pale  blue 
toning.  A  splendid  piece  that  is  sure  to  delight  its  new  owner. 
A  popular  issue  with  the  relatively  low  mintage  of  15,266 
pieces. 

2372  1936  Norfolk  Bicentennial.  MS-66.  A  sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  example.  From  the  mid- 1930s,  a  time  when  a  great 
profusion  of  new  commemoratives  were  being  issued.  I  he  ob¬ 
verse  depicts  the  Seal  of  the  City  of  Norfolk.  One  of  the  most 
intricate  designs  in  the  commemorative  series. 


2379  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous 
surfaces  beneath  bright  green  and  light  gold  toning.  Aestheti¬ 
cally  a  delightful  example  of  this  scarce  variety  with  a  doubled 
mintmark.  The  top  edge  of  the  original  mintmark  is  far  above 
the  final  position. 

2380  1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary.  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue 
for  this  two-year  type.  Microscopic  flecks  are  noted  in  the  left 
obverse  field.  The  reverse  is  toned  on  the  periphery,  leaving 
the  central  portions  brilliant  and  highlighted. 

2381  1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary.  MS-65  (NGC)-  Nicely  toned  in  pale 
gold  and  blue.  A  truly  attractive  specimen  that  has  a  great  deal 
of  “eye  appeal.” 

2382  Trio  of  1936-dated  commemorative  half  dollars,  grading  MS- 
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64:  ☆  Robinson  Arkansas  ☆  Wisconsin  ☆  York  County.  Each 
is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2383  San  Diego  commemorative  half  dollar  threesome,  all  PCGS- 
certified  MS-65:  ☆  1935-S  ☆  1936-D  (2).  All  delicately  toned  in 
pastel  hues.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2384  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence.  MS-64.  At¬ 
tractive  light  golden  brown  toning  on  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Obverse  with  presidents  Washington  and  Coolidge. 


Superb  1925  Stone  Mountain  Half  Dollar 


COMMEMORATIVE 

r.OT  n  POTNTQ 


2385  1925  Stone  Mountain  Memorial.  MS-67  (NGC).  One  of  the 

very  finest  Stone  Mountain  half  dollars  we  have  ever  handled. 
Brilliant  ivory  lustre  with  light  pink  and  iridescent  toning.  This 
is  one  of  the  very  largest  commemorative  mintages  with  well 
over  one  million  examples  minted.  The  obverse  features  gen¬ 
erals  “Stonewall”  Jackson  and  Robert  E.  Lee. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2389  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  Jeffersor 
portrait.  MS-64.  Frosty  orange-gold  lustre  with  a  few  mino: 
abrasions  and  design  weakness.  Overall,  an  aesthetically  desir 
able  example.  Struck  as  a  fund-raiser  for  the  Louisiana  Pur 
chase  Exposition  held  in  St.  Louis  in  1904. 

2390  1 903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  J efferson  por 
trait.  MS-62.  Light  yellow  gold  lustre,  satiny  in  nature  witf 
fields  that  are  very  slightly  reflective.  .4s  usual,  Jefferson’s  hair 
details  above  the  ear  are  quite  weak. 

Gem  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  Dollar 

McKinley  Portrait 


2386  Quartette  of  Texas  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollars, 
all  graded  by  PCGS:  ☆  1935  MS-66  ☆  1936-D  MS-66  ☆  1937 
MS-65  ☆  1937-S.  MS-65  All  are  lightly  toned.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2387  Complete  set  of  1936  Texas  issues,  each  graded  MS-65  by 
PCGS:  ☆  Philadelphia.  Lustrous  with  golden  brown  overtones 
☆  Denver.  Pearlescent  gray  with  lustrous  undertones  ☆  San 
Francisco.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2388  1927  Vermont  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  pleasing 
example  with  soft  brilliant  lustre  and  faint  champagne  toning. 
A  few  freckles  of  dark  toning  appear  on  Ira  Allen’s  nose. 
Sometimes  known  as  the  Bennington  half  dollar,  especially  in 
older  references,  this  issue  was  a  fund-raiser  to  benefit  local 
museums  and  historical  societies  in  Vermont. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2391  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-65.  Satiny  bright  yellow  gold  with  a  splash  of  or¬ 
ange  toning.  McKinley  was  President  from  1897  to  1900  and 
was  re-elected  to  a  second  term  commencing  in  1901.  His  as¬ 
sassination,  however,  came  just  a  few  months  later  and  he  only 
had  a  glimpse  of  the  20th  century. 

2392  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63.  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  a  few  coppery  orange 
spots.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue. 


BOWERS  AND  MEREN. 
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Scarce  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollar 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2393  1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  A  lovely  specimen 
with  brilliant  light  greenish  gold  lustre.  Slightly  reflective 
fields.  This  is  truly  a  two-headed  coin  with  Meriwether  Lewis 
on  the  date  side  and  Captain  William  Clark  on  the  other  side. 
Although  the  1904  issue  has  a  lower  net  mintage,  1905  has  al¬ 
ways  been  more  valuable. 

2394  1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-61.  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  with  a  few  very  minor  hairlines.  An  attractive  example 
overall. 

2395  1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-58.  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  with  just  a  hint  of  wear.  Attractive  and  desirable. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2396  1905  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS- 
63  except  for  an  unfortunate  scrape  in  the  upper  right  reverse 
field.  Otherwise,  sharply  struck  with  bright  greenish  gold  lus¬ 
tre.  Scarcer  than  the  1904  issue. 

2397  1905  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-58.  Considerable  lustre 
remains  despite  very  faint  traces  of  wear.  An  extremely  attrac¬ 
tive  coin,  sure  to  please  the  specialist. 

2398  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  satiny  surfaces.  One  small  scratch  is  noted  on  the 
worker’s  neck.  From  an  old  collection  assembled  in  the  1930s 
and  1940s. 

2399  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Brilliant 
yellow  gold  with  soft,  frosty  lustre.  An  attractive  and  altogether 
desirable  example.  In  the  August  1915  issue  of  The  Numisma¬ 
tist  a  reviewer  of  this  commemorative  issue  suggested  that  ev¬ 
eryone  who  examined  this  coin  asked  the  identity  of  the  base¬ 
ball  player  on  the  obverse. 

2400  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  gold  dollar.  AU-58.  Lightly 
circulated  yet  still  lustrous  and  quite  attractive. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2401  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65.  A  lovely  commemorative 
with  soft  satiny  gold  lustre  and  superb  surfaces.  This  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  gold  dollar  issue  to  bear  the  portrait  of  President 
McKinley.  The  other  was  issued  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Ex- 
position. 

The  obverse  was  designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber  while  rival  Mint  Engraver 
George  T.  Morgan  prepared  the  reverse.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Barber 
also  prepared  the  portrait  of  McKinley  for  the  obverse  of  the  1903-dated 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollar. 

McKinley  was  born  in  Niles,  Ohio  with  a  memorial  planned  to  celebrate 
the  birth  of  the  city’s  favorite  son. 

2402  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Light  pinkish  gold  lustre 
with  a  satiny  texture.  A  delightful  example  and  affordable  for 
.many. 

2403  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Reflective  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  vivid  lustre.  A  delightful  example  despite  a  few  mi¬ 
nor  obverse  scratches. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2404  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Lovely  light  pinkish  gold, 
typical  of  this  issue.  Satiny  lustre  with  slightly  reflective  fields. 
Higher  priced  in  the  marketplace  than  the  1916-dated  issue, 
despite  a  slightly  higher  net  mintage. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2405  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Satiny  light  pinkish  gold 
lustre. 
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( photo  enlarged  to  tivice  actual  size) 

2406  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  Net  MS-63;  sharpness  of  MS-64, 
with  a  reverse  rim  nick  at  9:00.  Satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  with 
pinkish  overtones. 


Lovely  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

No  Star  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2407  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  Plain.  MS-66.  Deep  yellow  gold  with 
brilliant  satiny  lustre.  A  delightful  example  of  this  commemo¬ 
rative  variety.  It  is  remarkable  to  note  that  this  coin  was  struck 
from  the  exact  same  die  pair  noted  on  the  With  Star  gold  dol¬ 
lars.  Die  polish  lines  match  perfectly  on  both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2408  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  Plain.  MS-61.  Satiny  light  yellow  gold 
lustre  with  choice  surfaces  for  the  grade  level.  Just  5,000  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  variety  were  struck  and  distributed. 


Gem  Mint  State  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 

With  Star  on  Obverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2409  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65.  Lustrous  light  or¬ 
ange-gold  with  pristine  satiny  surfaces.  Considerable  die  polish 
is  noted  in  the  fields,  especially  on  the  obverse.  Walter  Breen 
noted  that  the  star  has  no  special  significance,  then  suggested 
that  it  may  represent  one  of  General  Grant’s  uniform  starsJ 
Most  likely,  it  was  simply  meant  to  raise  additional  funds  bw 
creating  a  second  variety  for  collectors.  One  of  many  abused 
among  commemoratives  throughout  the  first  half  of  the  curj 
rent  century. 


Sharp  1922  Grant  Gold  $1 

With  Star  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2410  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-64.  Satiny  light  yellow 
lustre  with  numerous  obverse  and  reverse  die  polish  lines. 1 
Sharply  struck  including  all  details  of  Grant's  hair.  An  interest¬ 
ing  comparison  exists  between  the  Grant  gold  dollars  and  half 
dollars,  both  having  identical  designs.  The  gold  dollars  gener- ; 
ally  feature  complete  hair  detail,  especially  over  the  general’s : 
ear.  Half  dollars,  however,  have  virtually  no  hair  detail  in  this 
same  location. 


i  _  ri-i  v—  ~  y  -f  A 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2411  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-62.  From  the  same  dies 
as  the  preceding,  with  identical  die  polish  lines.  Light  yellow 
gold  with  satiny  lustre. 
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Lovely  1915-S  Panama  Pacific  $2.50 


2412  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  quarter  eagle.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  with  choice,  satiny  surfaces.  The 
obverse  devices  feature  the  goddess  Columbia  seated  upon  a 
hippocampus,  a  Greek  mythological  creature  with  the  body  of 
a  sea  serpent  and  the  head  of  a  horse. 


2413  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  quarter  eagle.  AU-58.  An 

attractive,  lightly  circulated,  and  affordable  Panama-Pacific 
quarter  eagle.  The  reverse  features  a  defiant  eagle  and  is  a 
modification  of  the  similar  designs  that  appeared  on  pattern 
coinage  of  the  late  1870s,  particularly  certain  1877  half  dollar 
patterns. 


2414  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  quarter 
eagle.  MS-64.  Brilliant  satiny  lustre  with  a  few  minor  surface 
abrasions.  The  net  mintage  of  46,000  coins  represents  30%  of 
the  entire  mintage  of  gold  commemorative  coins  from  1903  to 
1926.  Clearly  the  most  common  gold  commemorative  issue  of 
the  era. 

2415  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  quarter 
eagle.  MS-63.  Attractive  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  with  a  few 
small  copper)'  orange  spots.  Minor  surface  marks  on  this  ex¬ 
ample  are  typical  of  virtually  all  survivors. 

2416  1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  quarter 
eagle.  MS-63.  A  lovely  example  with  satiny  frosty  lustre.  The 
indistinct  wavy  lines  around  Independence  Hall  on  the  reverse 
are  part  of  the  design,  supposedly  representing  the  sun’s  rays. 


Lovely  Round  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50 

Just  483  Coins  Distributed 


2417  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50.  Round.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  A  satiny  Mint  State  specimen  with  brilliant  yellow 
gold  lustre.  A  lovely  example  of  this  massive  commemorative 
gold  issue.  This  is  the  first  of  four  different  examples  in  the 
present  sale,  two  round  and  two  octagonal.  A  very  unusual 
situation,  although  four  other  examples  appeared  in  our  Rari- 
•ties  Sale  earlier  this  month.  Between  the  two  sales,  almost  1% 
of  the  distributed  mintage  have  crossed  the  auction  block.  The 
present  example  has  a  few  very  minor  hairline  scratches,  no 
doubt  considered  when  this  coin  was  certified,  however,  still 
important  to  mention  for  the  sake  of  accuracy.  Although  1,500 
round  examples  were  authorized  and  this  full  quantity  plus  10 
additional  assay  coins  were  actually  struck  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint,  only  483  of  these  were  actually  sold  and  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  1,027  coins  was  melted  at  the  Mint  on  October 
30,  1916. 

New  York  artist  Robert  I.  Aitken  designed  the  Panama-Pacific  $50  gold 
coins.  Both  round  and  octagonal  issues  have  the  same  design  although  the 
round  issue  has  larger  motifs.  Robert  Aitken  was  born  in  San  Francisco  in 
1878  and  moved  his  studio  to  New  York  in  1907.  He  created  several  statues 
and  was  also  involved  in  several  government  projects. 

According  to  the  official  description  for  Aitken  s  $50  Panama-Pacific  gold 
coin,  the  obverse  features  Minerva,  "The  Goddess  of  Wisdom,  Skill,  Con¬ 
templation,  Spinning,  Weaving,  and  of  Agriculture  and  Horticulture,” 
prompting  Dave  Bowers  to  comment:  “obviously,  an  all-around,  ideal  type 
of  mythological  person.” 


101 


BOWKRS  AND  MKRKNA 


The  Dr.  Carl  A.  Minning  Jr.  Collection 


Circulated  1915-S  Round  Panama-Pacific  $50 


2418  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50.  Round.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Attractive  greenish  gold  with  very  slight  evidence  of 
circulation  on  the  highest  points.  Satiny  surfaces  still  retain 
nearly  full  mint  lustre.  Although  receiving  a  favorable  recep¬ 
tion  from  numismatists,  many  others  felt  much  differently. 
Obviously,  the  rather  poor  distribution  clearly  indicated  the 
public’s  lack  of  enthusiasm.  Of  course,  a  premium  over  the 
face  value  of  $50  made  this  coin  very  expensive  in  the  early 
20th  century,  perhaps  another  reason  for  the  low  distribution. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  low  distribution  84  years  ago  created  a 
rarity  for  today’s  collectors. 


Lovely  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Octagonal  $50 

Just  645  Coins  Distributed 


2419  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50.  Octagonal.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  A  delightful  example  of  this  large  coin  with  satiny  yel¬ 
low  lustre.  Very  pleasing  surfaces  with  only  a  few  minor  im¬ 
pairments. 

As  with  the  round  issue,  the  full  authorization  of  1 ,500  coins  was  actually 
minted,  along  with  an  additional  nine  coins  for  assay  purposes.  Of  these, 
645  were  sold  with  the  balance  of  864  coins  melted  on  October  30,  1916. 
The  octagonal  issue  has  smaller  design  motifs  and  the  added  feature  of 
eight  dolphins  around  the  obverse  border  and  another  eight  surrounding 
the  reverse.  Although  meant  to  symbolize  the  completion  of  a  water  route 
through  the  isthmus  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  some  humorist  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  whole  purpose  of  the  Panama  Canal  was  for  the  convenience 
of  dolphins. 


Fourth  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50 

Octagonal  Issue 


2420  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50.  Octagonal.  AU-5 
(PCGS).  A  wonderful  mate  to  the  similarly  graded  round  e3 
ample  offered  two  lots  earlier.  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  near! 
full  lustre,  interrupted  only  by  very'  light  wear  on  the  higher 
points. 

This  and  other  commemoratives  were  distributed  by  numismatist  Farra 
Zerbe  trading  as  the  coin  and  medal  department  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Ij 
ternational  Exposition.  Unlike  certain  of  his  earlier  actions,  Zerbe  seeme 
to  have  attended  his  affairs  well  in  San  Francisco,  kept  the  numismatic  con 
munity  abreast  as  to  the  progress  of  sales,  and  caused  pieces  to  be  melte 
that  had  not  been  sold  by  the  end  of  1916. 
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Pattern  Coins 


1863  Pattern  Two  Cents 


For  many  years  pattern  coins  have  been  a  specialty  at  Bowers 
and  Merena.  With  pleasure  we  have  brought  to  market  some  of 
the  finest  collections  ever  formed.  While  patterns  have  always 
been  popular,  in  recent  times  they  seem  to  be  enjoying  a  special 
resurgence.  Certain  of  our  clients  and  correspondents  are 
exploring  niches  within  the  vast  field  of  patterns,  such  as  the 

I  currency  redemption  10-cent  pieces  of  1862,  the  experimenta¬ 
tion  with  coin  mottoes  1861-1865,  Gobrecht  silver  dollars 
1836-1839,  or  one  or  another  specialty. 


2421  1854  pattern  cent.  Pollock-187,  Judd-161.  Rarity-4.  Liberty 
Head.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper  or  bronze.  Plain  edge. 
Deep  brown  reflective  fields  with  pleasing  surfaces.  Prominent 
clash  marks  are  visible  behind  the  head  and  within  the  wreath. 
Considerable  weakness  is  noted  among  the  hair  strands  above 
Liberty’s  ear.  A  small  patch  of  planchet  roughness  is  visible  at 
the  center  of  the  reverse,  no  doubt  as  struck. 

Probably  struck  in  copper  based  on  color,  however,  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  the  composition  without  elemental  analysis. 


2422  1855  pattern  cent.  P-193,  J-167/168.  Rarity-4.  Large  Flying 
Eagle.  Net  Proof-50;  sharpness  finer  but  some  faint  obverse 
damage  and  artificially  colored  surfaces  are  present.  Copper. 
Plain  edge.  Deep  blackish  brown  with  some  original  tan  show¬ 
ing  through. 

Weight:  92.2  grains;  diameter:  25.5  mm. 

Obverse  with  large  flying  eagle  to  left,  13  stars  around,  date  below.  Reverse 
with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  around  a  continuous  laurel  wreath, 
with  ONE/ CENT  within  wreath.  This  eagle  is  adapted  from  that  created  by 
Christian  Gobrecht  and  first  used  on  pattern  half  dollars  dated  1838. 

Attractive  1858  Flying  Eagle  Pattern 

Small  Eagle  Design 


GOD  OUR  TRUST  Motto 


2424  1863  pattern  two-cent  piece.  P-377,  J-312A.  Rarity-4.  Shield 
Obverse.  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Very  pleas¬ 
ing  deep  orange  mint  lustre  with  lilac  and  blue  toning  and 
brown  on  the  highest  points  of  the  devices.  An  aesthetically 
pleasing  example  of  this  pattern  issue,  popular  among  special¬ 
ists  due  to  its  similarity  to  the  adopted  design. 


Important  1867  Coronet  Pattern  50 

Pollock-640;  High  7  in  Date 


2425  1867  pattern  five-cent  piece.  P-640,  J-570a.  Rarity-8.  Coronet 
Head.  Proof-65.  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  This  lovely  pattern  has 
light  gray  Proof  surfaces  with  peripheral  gold  and  lilac  toning. 
An  important  variety  with  the  digit  7  close  to  the  hair  curl.  By 
far  the  finer  of  just  two  specimens  currently  known  to  us. 

This  variety  is  thought  to  have  been  discovered  by  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Thus 
far,  only  two  examples  of  this  variety  have  been  identified.  One  of  these,  the 
discovery  piece,  Proof-55,  was  offered  by  us  in  our  Bass  Collection  sale  last 
May.  A  second  example  was  noted  by  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III  as  appearing 
in  an  April  1978  sale  by  Stack’s,  Lot  278.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  identical  coin 
offered  in  the  present  sale— with  a  splash  of  toning  in  front  of  Liberty’s 
mouth  positively  matching  the  plate. 


2426  1869  pattern  dime.  P-775,  J-696.  Rarity-5.  Standard  Silver. 
Proof-63  (ANACS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Pale  blue  and  rose 
pastel  toning.  Obverse  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
around,  E  PLLJRIBUS  UNUM  on  a  scroll  below  a  bust  of  Lib¬ 
erty  to  right,  Phrygian  cap  with  stars  and  ribbons  on  her  head. 
Reverse  with  10/CENTS  within  a  wreath,  STANDARD  SIL¬ 
VER  above,  date  below.  Small-sized,  about  that  of  circulating 
half  dimes  of  the  era.  An  attractive  example  of  a  pleasing  de¬ 
sign. 


2423  1858  pattern  cent.  P-246,  J-202.  Rarity-6+.  Small  Flying  Eagle. 
Proof-64  (PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Pale  golden 
brown  with  traces  of  faded  light  tan  lustre.  Boldly  struck  with 
all  design  features  defined  to  their  fullest  advantage. 

The  small  Flying  Eagle  motif  on  the  obverse  has  been  nicknamed  the 
“Skinny  Eagle”  by  some  numismatists.  The  reverse  lias  a  wreath  ol  laurel  (or 
olive;  the  Mint  used  both  designations)  very  similar  to  that  adopted  for  the 
1859  Indian  ( cut  issue. 
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Bailly’s  1874  Pattern  200 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2427  1874  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  P-1499,  J-1355.  Rarity-6. 
Bailly’s  Agricultural  Liberty  motif.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS). 
Copper.  Plain  edge.  Deep  olive-brown  with  splashes  of  light 
rose  toning.  An  attractive  pattern  although  Proof  surfaces  are 
subdued.  The  obverse  features  a  representation  of  Liberty 
seated  on  a  globe,  facing  left,  amidst  cotton  hales,  tobacco 
plants,  and  sheaves  of  wheat.  The  reverse  is  very  similar  to  the 
design  adopted  in  1875.  The  obverse  is  popularly  attributed  to 
J.A.  Bailly,  a  popular  sculptor  of  the  time  who  issued  various 
medals  and  worked  on  several  pattern  designs,  most  notably  a 
trade  dollar  pattern  of  1873.  This  prompts  us  to  suggest  that 
more  research  is  needed  concerning  outside  artists  such  as 
Bailly,  as  well  as  certain  Mint  staffers,  who  worked  on  pattern 
coins  in  the  1860s  and  1870s.  Such  names  as  William  Key,  Wil¬ 
liam  Cross,  Anthony  Paquet,  and  the  aforementioned  Bailly 
are  among  those  who  prepared  dies  either  in  full  or  in  part.  As 
various  artists  worked  in  the  Engraving  Department  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint— rather  than  in  private  shops  elsewhere— 
and  used  the  same  tools,  punch-linking  is  not  particularly  use¬ 
ful.  Perhaps  better  determinations  can  be  made  by  analyzing 
the  style  and  composition  of  the  dies  plus  work  on  various  por¬ 
traits  and  major  motifs. 


- 


1875  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  200 

P-1543,  Copper 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2428  1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  P-1543,  J-1400.  Rarity-7.  Lib¬ 
erty  by  the  Seashore.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plair 
edge.  Deep  teal  and  lilac  over  Proof  surfaces  with  traces  ol 
original  red  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  deep  red  with  lilaa 
and  amber.  Very  attractive.  This  is  a  very  popular  die  with  a 
nautical  error,  the  ship  is  sailing  east  with  sails  billowing  in  this 
direction,  while  the  smoke  is  trailing  behind  to  the  west. 

We  are  fond  of  describing  this  obverse  as  a  “nautical  error.”  If  the  ship  i^ 
sailing  under  wind  power  alone,  the  vessel  should  be  traveling  somewhat 
less  than  the  same  speed  as  the  wind;  thus  the  wind  will  blow  the  smoke  for 
ward  in  the  direction  in  which  the  ship  is  traveling.  If  the  ship  has  a  second¬ 
ary  power  source  such  as  steam,  and  is  traveling  faster  than  the  wind,  then 
the  smoke  should  be  trailing  the  ship  if  the  sails  are  not  employed.  However, 
if  both  are  being  used,  and  the  sails  are  shown  billowing  forward,  then  the 
smoke  should  also  go  forward.  It  is  not  logical  in  any  case  for  the  sails  to  be 
billowed  in  a  forward  direction  and  the  smoke  to  be  traveling  just  the  oppo¬ 
site.  Similarly,  pennants  and  flags  aboard  a  ship  have  to  flutter  in  the  same 
direction  in  which  the  sails  are  billowed.  On  various  coinage,  as  well  as  on 
vertically  countless  nautical  engravings  and  images,  these  basic  concepts  are 
often  ignored. 


1875  Liberty  Seated  200 

Gobrecht’s  Obverse  Design 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2429  1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  P-1551,  J-1408.  Rarity-7. 
Gobrecht’s  Liberty  Seated  obverse.  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Cop¬ 
per.  Plain  edge.  Bright  teal,  rose,  lilac,  and  blue,  a  veritable  pal¬ 
ette  of  toning.  The  obverse  is  very  similar  to  the  adopted  design 
for  the  denomination,  and  is  a  slightly  reduced  duplicate  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  design.  The  reverse  design  features  the 
denomination  as  1/5  OF  A  DOLLAR.  A  rare  and  desirable  pat¬ 
tern  for  the  specialist  in  this  denomination. 
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Barber’s  1870  Liberty  Seated  25y 

P-982,  Copper 


2430  1870  pattern  quarter.  P-982,  J-884.  Rarity-7.  Barber’s  Liberty 
Seated  obverse.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
Chestnut  brown  with  peripheral  blue  toning  and  traces  of 
mint  red  around  some  obverse  stars.  A  very  pleasing  example 
of  this  motif,  probably  meant  to  serve  as  a  replacement  for 
Gobrecht’s  design.  The  end  of  the  scroll  held  by  Liberty  gives 
the  appearance  of  a  fish  tail  in  the  left  obverse  field. 

The  American  Liberty  Seated  design  by  Gobrecht  has  many  antecedents, 
beginning  with  ancient  Roman  coins  and  popularized  by  British  issues,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  18th  century.  Within  the  context  of  American  coinage,  vari¬ 
ous  engravers  after  Gobrecht  devised  their  own  Liberty  Seated  motifs,  with 
perhaps  the  most  successful  being  the  Indian  Princess  by  James  B. 
Longacre.  The  only  version  significantly  different  from  Gobrecht’s  design 
employed  for  circulation  was  William  Barber’s  trade  dollar  of  1873  in  which 
Miss  Liberty  is  shown  facing  to  the  west  (toward  China)  and  seated  on  bales, 
emblematic  of  Congress. 

Scarce  1870  Standard  Silver  25^ 

P-1015,  Silver 


2431  1870  pattern  quarter.  P-1015,  J-900.  Rarity-5  +  .  Standard  Sil¬ 
ver.  Proof-63.  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Very  attractive  Proof  sur¬ 
faces  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  lightly  frosted  devices. 
Moderate  cameo  contrast.  Rather  deep  toning  with  lighter 
amber  and  bright  blue.  The  series  of  Standard  Silver  pattern 
coinage  provides  an  amazing  challenge  for  the  serious  collec¬ 
tor.  Even  a  type  set  of  the  various  designs  presents  a  difficult 
goal. 


1862  With-Motto  Copper  50^ 

GOD  OUR  TRUST  in  Field 
From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


2432  1862  pattern  half  dollar.  P-354,  J-296.  Rarity-7.  Similar  to 
regular  dies  except  for  GOD  OUR  TRUST  in  field  on  re¬ 
verse.  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Mostly 
golden  brown  surfaces  with  vivid  blue  and  violet  highlights. 
Traces  of  faded  mint  red  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  This  is  a 
rare  issue  with  very  few  known  in  copper.  An  example  in  the 
Bass  Collection  was  virtually  identical  to  this  in  quality.  The 
gem  presently  offered  combines  rarity  and  quality  in  an  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity. 

Weight:  180.1  grains;  diameter:  30.4  mm. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg ,  Sr.,  Collection,  May  1996, 
Lot  256. 


1873  Liberty  Head  Trade  Dollar 


2433  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  P-1418,  J- 1 276.  Rarity-4.  Coronet 
Liberty  Head.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A  lovely, 
sharply  struck  example  with  reflective  fields  and  russet,  lilac, 
and  blue  toning. 

The  obverse  features  a  head  of  Liberty  designed  by  William  Barber  and 
reminiscent  of  the  “Sailor  Head"  sty  le  20-cent  pattern.  Several  distinctive 
designs  for  the  trade  dollar  were  proposed  in  1873.  A  type  set  of  these  pre¬ 
sents  a  worthy  numismatic  challenge. 
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Superb  1873  Bailly  Head  Trade  Dollar 


2434  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  P-1423,  J-1281.  Rarity-4.  Bailly 
Head.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  This  phenom¬ 
enal  coin  is  finer  than  either  the  Eliasberg  or  Bass  coins.  An 
attractive  cameo  Proof  with  deep  reflective  fields  and  lustrous 
devices.  Iridescent  toning  includes  bright  blue,  green,  amber, 
and  russet.  A  numismatic  delight  for  the  true  connoisseur. 
When  we  catalogued  the  Bass  Collection,  we  noted  the  Proof- 
65  example  was  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  of  fewer  than 
50  pieces  known.  When  the  Eliasberg  Proof-66  example  was 
described,  we  said  that  coin  was  of  virtually  unsurpassable 
quality.  Now  we  have  an  example  graded  Proof-67,  clearly 
finer  than  either  above. 


PRIVATE  AND  TERRITORIAL 

Gold  coins 

Our  offering  of  private  and  territorial  gold  coins  includ 
several  truly  notable  pieces,  heralded  by  an  especially  choi< 
Bechtler  gold  $5.  Each  piece  is  a  numismatic  treasure,  and  eat 
has  its  own  story. 


Amazing  Mint  State  Bechtler  $5  Gold 

At  Rutherford 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2435  1834  Kagin-17.  Rarity-5.  Christopher  Bechtler.  $5  gold.  MS- 

62  (NGC).  Bright  greenish  gold  with  very  slightly  reflective,  al¬ 
most  prooflike  fields.  A  few  scattered  surface  marks  are  noted. 
An  area  of  lighter  striking  at  border  and  ATS  of  CARATS. 
This  is  one  of  very  few  coins  from  America  to  feature  a  day 
date  (in  this  instance  August  1,  1834). 

The  Bechtler  Mint  began  producing  coins  circa  1830,  and  was  the  first  fa¬ 
cility  in  the  United  States  to  produce  a  gold  dollar,  antedating  the  federal 
patterns  of  1836  and  the  federal  circulating  issues  beginning  in  1849.  Inter¬ 
estingly,  Christopher  Bechtler  and  his  successor,  Augustus  Bechtler,  pro¬ 
duced  coins  through  circa  1852,  at  which  time  the  Charlotte  Mint  in  the 
same  state  had  been  in  operation  for  many  years.  Although  the  Bechtler 
gold  coins,  produced  in  the  denominations  of  $1,  $2.50,  and  $5  had  no  fed¬ 
eral  authorization,  the  Bechtlers  tended  their  business  well,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  did  not  interfere. 

On  the  present  coin,  the  date  of  August  1,  1834,  refers  to  the  Coinage  Act 
ofjune  28  of  the  same  year,  which  became  effective  on  August  1,  and  which 
reduced  the  authorized  weight  of  federal  gold  coins.  Bechtler  sought  to 
comply  with  the  federal  standards  and  so  noted  this  on  the  coinage. 
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A.  Bechtler  Gold  $1 

21C,  27G 


■  2436  Undated  K-24.  Rarity-3.  August  Bechtler.  $1  gold.  EF-40. 

Plain  edge.  A.  BECHTLER  above,  DOL.  Below,  1  at  center  on 
obverse,  CAROLINA  GOLD  above,  21  C  below,  27  G  at  center 
of  reverse.  Warm  golden  surfaces  show  considerable  lustre 
and  prooflike  reflectivity  in  protected  design  areas. 

Weight:  27.0  grains;  diameter:  16.2  mm;  die  alignment:  100°. 


Mint  State  1853  U.  S.  Assay  Office  $20 

900  THOUS.  On  Ribbon 


2437  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20.  900  THOUS.  K-18.  Rar- 
ity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  show  a  touch  of 
olive  on  the  obverse  and  a  hint  of  orange  on  the  reverse.  Fairly 
sharp  in  all  places  save  for  the  highest  points  of  the  eagle;  this 
issue  is  sometimes  found  quite  weak  at  the  centers.  A  choice 
coin  for  the  grade. 

The  history  of  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  is  at  once  fascinating 
and  romantic,  reflecting  as  it  does  the  largest  volume  facility  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  gold  coinage  prior  to  establishment  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
(March  1854).  The  office  was  conducted  under  the  aegis  of  Curtis,  Perry  &- 
Ward,  proprietors  also  of  Moffat  &  Co.  Much  information  will  be  found  in 
the  new  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother Jonathan.  If  the  purchaser  of  this 
particular  coin  does  not  have  a  copy  of  the  book  a  note  to  the  author  (Dave 
Bowers)  will  bring  one  gratis. 


Lustrous  1852  Wass,  Molitor  Sc  Co.  $10 

Large  Head  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2438  1852  Wass,  Molitor  $10.  Large  Head.  K-4.  Rarity-5.  AU-58 
(NGC).  A  goodly  amount  of  lustre  graces  the  orange-gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Struck  from  rusted  and  cracked  dies,  evidence  of  which 
is  apparent  on  both  sides.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  present, 
but  the  overall  appeal  is  substantial.  A  scarce  variety. 

Large  Head  noted  on  NGC  holder;  also  called  Short  Neck,  Pointed  Bust, 
and  Wide  Uneven  Date  variety. 

Wass,  Molitor  &  Company  was  a  prime  factor  in  private  gold  coinage  in 
San  Francisco  in  the  early  1850s.  Attention  of  present  readers  is  called  to  a 
very  important  forthcoming  work  by  Dan  Owens,  California  Coiners  and 
Assayers,  which  will  give  much  fascinating  detail  including  newspaper  ac¬ 
counts  and  directory  entries  for  Wass,  Molitor  &  Company  and  dozens  of 
others  involved  with  the  production  of  coins  and  gold  ingots  during  this  piv¬ 
otal  era  in  American  history.  More  announcements  will  be  made  at  a  later 
date. 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1854  Kellogg  $20 

Long  Arrows  Reverse 


2439  1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  $20.  Long  Arrows  reverse.  K-2.  Rarity-4. 
MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  olive-gold  with  somewhat  reflective 
fields.  A  nicely  struck  example  of  a  design  type  that  is  a  close 
copy  of  the  circulating  federal-issue  double  eagle  coinage  ol 
the  same  era.  Scarce  so  fine. 

Kellogg  &  Company  was  a  latecomer  to  the  private  gold  coinage  sc  ene, 
but  the  firm  took  good  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  and  in  1854  and  1855 
the  company’s  $20  pieces  in  particular  saw  extensive  use  in  commerce  \t 
the  time  the  San  Francisco  Mint  was  in  operation,  but  capacitv  was  not  up  to 
the  demand,  and  Kellogg  helped  furnish  the  needs  of  trade 
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Mint  Sets 


An  Impressive  1866-S  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2440  1866-S  half  dime.  MS-64  (NGC).  Nice  lustre  on  both  sides. 
The  obverse  has  highlights  of  steel  gray  and  gold  while  the  re¬ 
verse  bears  speckled  gray  toning.  Some  light  hairlines  are  vis¬ 
ible  under  magnification. 

The  next  four  lots  comprise  one  each  of  the  silver  denomina¬ 
tions  produced  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  the  year  1866,  the 
half  dollar  being  the  with-motto  style.  The  pieces  are  offered  at 
first  individually,  then  collectively  as  noted. 

NGC  Census:  2;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  2440  through  2443  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  ba¬ 
sis.  After  Lot  2443  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  2440  through  2443 
will  be  computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the 
opening  bid  for  Lot  2444.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provi¬ 
sional  awards  for  lots  2440  through  2443  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or 
exceeded,  then  the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  May  1996, 
Lot  1022. 


Scarce  Mint  State  1866-S  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2441  1866-S  dime.  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  silver  lustre  on  each  side 
slightly  subdued  by  a  touch  of  pale  gray  toning.  Attractive  and 
notably  mark-free  surfaces.  Some  striking  softness  is  noted  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  hair,  as  well  as  on  the  bow  and  mintmark  on  the 
reverse  side.  An  attractive  gem,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence  anywhere  as,  indeed,  the  certification  number  indicates. 
Dimes  of  this  era  were  not  saved  by  numismatists,  and  even  an 
MS-63  or  MS-64  1866-S  dime  could  be  called  a  rarity.  For  the 
specialist  in  the  10-cent  denomination,  the  present  coin  repre¬ 
sents  a  simply  incredible  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  2440  through  2443  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  ba¬ 
sis,  as  described  in  Lot  2440. 

From  the  Waldo  Bolen  Collection. 


Lustrous  Gem  1866-S  Quarter 

Landmark  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2442  1866-S  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces  with 
minimal  hints  of  soft  golden  brown  toning,  otherwise  fully  bril 
liant.  A  well-struck  example  with  bold  definition  in  all  centra] 
details.  Struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies,  the  evidence  of  same 
being  easily  detected  on  either  side.  A  major  rarity  in  this 
grade,  one  of  only  five  Mint  State  examples  graded  by  the  two 
major  services  combined— and  crossing  various  grading  num¬ 
bers.  It  may  be  years  before  an  1866-S  quarter  of  comparable 
quality  appears  in  one  of  our  sales.  We  strongly  suggest  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  bid. 

NGC  Census:  1:  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  2440  through  2443  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  ba¬ 
sis,  as  described  in  Lot  2440. 
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Gem  1866-S  Half  Dollar 


With  Motto 

The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2443  1866-S  half  dollar.  With  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant 
with  a  blush  of  soft  pearlescent  gray.  Some  softness  of  strike  is 
noted  in  the  peripheral  details,  but  all  major  design  elements 
are  clearly  defined.  Satiny  and  lustrous.  The  finest  certified  by 
either  major  service.  An  incredible  coin  combining  the  incom¬ 
parable  pedigree  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  with  breathtaking 
beauty  and  high  numerical  grade. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  2440  through  2443  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  ba¬ 
sis,  as  described  in  Lot  2440. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997, 
Lot  2004. 


Intriguing  1866-S  Silver  Set 

A  Quartette  of  Mint  State  Rarities 

2444  Set  of  the  silver  issues  of  1866-S,  as  individually  described  in 
lots  2440  through  2443  above.  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the 
provisional  awards  for  lots  2440  through  2443  will  be  totaled, 
5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for 
the  current  lot,  Lot  2444.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the 
provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


Proof  Sets 

The  next  few  lots  include  attractive  Proof  sets  from  the 
earlier  reach  of  the  modern  era,  1936  through  1942,  after 
which  will  be  found  some  sets  from  the  1950s. 

1936  Proof  Set 

Type  I  Cent  and  Nickel 

2445  1936  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Type  I.  Proof-64  RD.  Reverse  spot  ☆ 
Nickel.  Type  I.  Proof-64  ☆  Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof- 
64  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64.  An  attractive  set  with  brilliant 
Proof  coins.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the  “modern”  era  of  Proof 
sets  and  always  in  demand.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

From  1936  through  1942,  Proof  coins  could  be  ordered  individually  as 
well  as  in  sets  (a  complete  set  costing  $1.81).  Thus,  mintages  of  the  different 
denominations  vary,  with  the  cent  usually  registering  the  highest  produc¬ 
tion,  and  the  quarter  the  lowest.  In  eveiy  instance,  the  mintages  of  the  coins 
in  die  1936  set  are  lower  than  any  of  the  sets  following.  Thus,  each  is  a  key 
issue. 

1936  Proof  Set 

Type  II  Cent  and  Nickel 

2446  Another  1936  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Type  II.  Proof-60.  Mostly  red 
with  numerous  small  spots  ☆  Nickel.  Type  II.  Proof-64.  Bril¬ 
liant  ☆  Dime.  Proof-58  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-64  ☆  Half  dollar. 
Proof-63.  The  silver  coins  are  each  brilliant  with  tiny  splashes 
of  deep  gold  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 
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Choice  1937  Proof  Set 

2447  1937  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-65  RB.  Lovely  lilac  and  gold  ☆ 
Nickel.  Proof-64.  Brilliant  and  attractive  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64. 
Brilliant  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-63.  Subdued  Proof  surface  ☆  Half 
dollar.  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

Another  1937  Proof  Set 

2448  1937  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-63  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-65  ☆ 
Dime.  Proof-64  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-64  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64.  A 
brilliant  and  highly  attractive  set.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2449  1938  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof  -64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof  64  ☆ 
Dime.  Proof-63  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-64  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-65.  A 
lovely  set,  fully  brilliant  with  very  light  toning  on  the  cent  and 
nickel.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2450  1939  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-65  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-66.  A 
high-quality  Proof  set  with  fully  brilliant  mirrored  surfaces  on 
each.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2451  1939  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64.  A 
delightful,  fully  brilliant  set.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2452  1939  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RD  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-65  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-65. 
The  cent  and  nickel  are  each  lightly  toned,  the  silver  coins  bril¬ 
liant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2453  1940  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RD.  Bright  orange  Proof  sur¬ 
faces  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-65.  Lightly  toned  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64.  Bril¬ 
liant  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-65.  Brilliant  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-65. 
Brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2454  1941  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-65  RB  ☆  Nickel.  Proof-64  ☆ 
Dime.  Proof-65  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-66  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-65. 
An  attractive  set  with  lightly  toned  cent  and  nickel,  and  fully 
brilliant  Proof  silver  coins.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2455  1942  Proof  set:  This  set  includes  two  nickels  (one  Type  II), 
both  Proof-66.  The  remaining  coins  are  all  Proof-65,  and  the 
cent  is  Proof-65  RD.  A  very  desirable  set.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2456  1942  Proof  set:  ☆  Cent.  Proof-64  RI).  Very  minor  spots  ☆ 
Nickel.  Proof-64.  Lightly  toned  ☆  Dime.  Proof-64.  Lightly 
toned.  ☆  Quarter.  Proof-64.  Brilliant  ☆  Half  dollar.  Proof-64. 
Brilliant.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2457  Three  Proof  sets,  average  grade  Proof-64  to  65:  ☆  1950  ☆ 
1951  ☆  1954.  (Total:  3  sets;  15  pieces) 

2458  Five  Proof  sets.  Average  grade  of  all  sets  is  Proof-65  to  Proof- 

65:  ☆  1950  ☆  1951  ☆  1952  ☆  1953  ☆  1954.  (Total:  5  sets;  25 
pieces) 


MISCELLANEOUS  U.S.  COINS 

The  “Miscellaneous”  section  of  our  catalogues  is  always  ai 
attraction — something  like  a  numismatic  treasure  hunt!  Thi 
following  listings  are  no  exception.  Read  them  carefully,  enjo' 
what  you  find,  and  bid  on  items  of  interest. 

2459  Trio  of  19th-century  copper  issues:  ☆  1826  half  cent.  B-l,  C-l. 
AU-55.  Glossy  olive-brown  ☆  1838  large  cent.  N-4.  AU-58. 
Smooth  chocolate  brown  ☆  1850  large  cent.  N-7.  MS-64  RB. 
Lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2460  Group  of  popular  issues,  including:  ☆  1886  cent.  Type  I.  MS- 
63  RD  ☆  1909  Indian  cent.  MS-64  RD  ☆  1870  half  dime.  MS-63 

☆  1888-S  Morgan  dollar.  MS-63.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2461  Quartette  of  copper  and  silver  issues:  ☆  1908  cent.  Proof-63 
RB  ☆  1929-D  half  dollar.  AU-58  ☆  1877-S  trade  dollar.  AU-58 

☆  1936  Gettysburg  half  dollar.  MS-63.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2462  Set  offering  over  two  dozen  different  coin  designs:  ☆  1909 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent.  MS-64  RD  ☆  1940  cent.  Proof-65  RD  ☆ 
1943  cent.  MS-65  ☆  1964  cent.  Proof-65  ☆  1900  nickel.  AU-58 

☆  1913  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  I.  MS-63  ☆  1943-S  nickel.  MS-65  ' 

☆  1970-S  nickel.  Proof-65  ☆  1850  dime.  Net  AU-55;  sharpness 
of  MS-62  but  cleaned  and  artificially  toned  ☆1911  dime.  MS- 
63  ☆  1941-S  dime.  MS-63  ☆  1949-D  dime.  MS-63  ☆  1970-S 
dime.  Proof-62  ☆  1962  quarter.  Proof-63  ☆  1976-S  quarter.  Sil¬ 
ver.  Proof-65  ☆  1979-S  quarter.  Proof-65  ☆  1824  half  dollar.  O-  j 
104.  AU-58  ☆  1880  half  dollar.  Net  Proof-55;  sharpness  of 
Proof-61,  cleaned.  ☆  1945  half  dollar.  MS-64  ☆  1954-D  half 
dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1964  half  dollar.  Proof-65  ☆  1970-S  half  dol¬ 
lar.  Proof-64  ☆  1976-S  half  dollar.  Silver.  Proof-63  ☆  1885  sil¬ 
ver  dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1927-S  silver  dollar.  MS-60  ☆  1971-S  silver  | 
dollar.  Proof-63  ☆  1976-S  silver  dollar.  Proof-65  ☆  1979-S  sil¬ 
ver  dollar.  Proof-65  ☆  1 926-S  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar.  MS-60 

☆  1936-D  Rhode  Island  half  dollar.  MS-62  ☆  1935-S  San  Diego  j 
half  dollar.  MS-62  ☆  1946  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollar,  i 
MS-63.  Plenty  of  holes  to  fill,  making  the  collection  uniquely  I 
yours  in  the  process.  (Total:  32  pieces) 

2463  Selection  of  miscellaneous  20th-century  Proof  coins:  ☆  1912  . 
Lincoln  cent.  Matte  Proof-64  BN  ☆  1942-P  nickel.  Type  II. 
Proof-65.  Brilliant  ☆  1942  quarter.  Proof-64  (2)  ☆  1950 
Franklin  half  dollar.  Proof-63.  Each  with  some  degree  of  ton¬ 
ing  unless  otherwise  noted.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2464  Modern  issues  from  the  Long  Beach  Connoisseur  Collection, 
forming  a  recent  20th-century  type  collection:  Cents:  ☆  1938 
Proof-66  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1943  MS-67  (NGC).  Nickel:  ☆  1938 
Proof-67  (PCGS).  Dimes:  ☆  1941  Proof-65  (PCGS)  ☆  1993-S 
Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Quarter:  ☆  1942  Proof- 

66  (PCGS).  Half  Dollars:  ☆  1962  Cameo  Proof-67  (NGC)  ☆ 
1964  Cameo  Proof-66  (NGC).  Dollars:  ☆  1971-S  Silver.  Proof- 

67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS)  ☆  1976-S  Clad.  Type  2.  Cameo  Proof- 

68  (NGC)  ☆  1979-S  Ultra  Cameo  Proof-69  (NGC).  (Total:  1 1 
pieces) 
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2465  Two  PCGS  coins:  ☆  1941  cent.  Proof-66  RD.  Brilliant  ☆  1939 
dime.  Proof-67.  Faint  spotting  noted  on  the  obverse.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

2466  Selection  of  miscellaneous  type  coins,  mostly  Mint  State:  ☆ 

1865  two-cent  piece.  Fancy  5.  MS-63  RB  ☆  1868  two-cent 
piece.  MS-63  RB  ☆  1873  nickel  three-cent  piece.  Closed  3.  MS- 
63  ☆  1907  nickel.  MS-64  ☆  1830  half  dollar.  0-123.  AU-55. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

2467  Pair  of  nickel  composition  coins:  ☆  1888  three  cent  nickel. 
Proof-62  (PCGS)  ☆  1872  five  cents.  Proof-64.  Both  pieces  dis¬ 
play  iridescent  pearl  gray  toning.  (PCGS).  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2468  Silver  type  coin  quartette:  ☆  1 852  silver  three-cent  piece.  AU- 
55.  Pale  gray  with  mottled  toning  toward  the  rims  ☆  1862  sil¬ 
ver  three-cent  piece.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  changing  to  vivid  iridescent  blue  and  steel  gray  toward  the 
rims  ☆  1914  Barber  dime.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 
1914-D  Barber  dime.  MS-63.  Soft  golden  brown  highlights. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

2469  Selection  of  certified  Mint  State  type  coins:  ☆  1883  nickel.  No 
CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS)  ☆  1913  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  I.  MS-66 
(NGC)  ☆  1944-D  dime.  MS-67  FB  (PCGS)  ☆  1935  silver  dollar. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  All  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2470  Two  nice  coins  for  your  collection:  ☆  1886  Liberty  Head 
nickel.  Proof-60.  Soft  golden  orange  highlights.  Always  popu¬ 
lar  as  a  key  date  ☆  1917  quarter.  Type  I.  MS-63  FH.  Pale 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2471  A  mix  of  Proof  and  Mint  State  coins  of  the  1900s,  all  brilliant 
unless  noted:  Nickels:  ☆  1905  MS-64.  Lightly  toned  ☆  1926 
MS-64  ☆  1 939-D  MS-64.  A  lightly  toned  specimen  of  this  scarce 
but  inexpensive  coin.  Dimes:  ☆  1919  MS-62  ☆  1936-S  MS-65 
FB  ☆  1940  Proof-65.  Quarters:  ☆  1926-D  MS-63  ☆  1935-D  MS- 

63  ☆  1940-D  MS-63.  A  nice  group.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2472  Eclectic  assortment:  ☆  1838  half  dime.  Large  Stars.  AU-55. 
Rich  steel  gray  toning  ☆  1844  half  dime.  MS-60.  Lustrous  ☆ 
1918-D  quarter.  AU-55.  Pale  golden  brown  toning  ☆  1926 
quarter.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  pale  mottled  toning  ☆  1877 
trade  dollar.  AU-50.  Polished  ☆  1852  half  eagle.  EF-40.  (Total: 
6  pieces) 

2473  Grouping  of  dimes  and  half  dollars,  mostly  Mint  State. 

Dimes:  ☆  1900  MS-60  ☆  1913  MS-64  ☆  1936-D  MS-65  ☆  1940- 
S  MS-65  ☆  1943-S  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  with  decks  of  deep 
gray.  Half  dollars:  ☆  1917  AU-55  ☆  1938  MS-64.  Brilliant  ☆ 
1942  (2).  MS-65  (PCGS)  and  MS-65.  Both  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  All  are  toned  to  some  degree  unless  otherwise  noted. 
(Total:  9  pieces) 

2474  A  pair  of  Philadelphia  issues  from  1937:  ☆  Mercury  dime.  MS- 

64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  Boone  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  a  trace  ol  soft  gold  at  the  rims. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

2475  Trio  of  silver  coins  graded  by  NGC:  ☆  1944-S  Mercury  dime. 
MS-66.  Splashes  of  reddish  brown  toning  ☆  1881-S  Morgan 
dollar.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  1923  Peace  dollar.  MS- 
65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


2476  Assortment  of  certified  coins:  ☆  1951  dime.  Proof-66  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  ☆  1950  quarter.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
tinges  of  violet  and  gold  ☆  1879-S  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  trace  of  russet  ☆  1 882-S  silver  dol¬ 
lar.  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆  1901-0  silver 
dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mottled  russet  and  gray  toning.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

2477  Quartette  of  gold  and  silver  issues:  ☆  1897  quarter.  Net  I  I  - 
45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1851  gold  dollar.  Net  l  .f- 
45;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  bent  ☆  1903  quarter  eagle.  Al  -.>8 
1908  Liberty  half  eagle.  AU-58.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2478  Quartette  of  silver  issues:  ☆  1908  quarter.  AU-58  ☆  191  /  quar¬ 
ter.  Type  I.  AU-58  ☆  1917-S  half  dollar.  Reverse  mintmark. 
AU-50  ☆  1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-50.  Each  displays  various 
degrees  of  golden  toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2479  Three  Liberty  Walking  and  two  commemorative  half  dollars, 
including:  ☆  1938  MS-64  ☆  1941  MS-64  ☆  1946-D  MS-64. 
Commemoratives:  ☆  1935  Boone.  Small  "1934.  MS-65  ☆ 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  All  are  lustrous  and  brilliant,  some 
with  a  faint  dusting  of  pale  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2480  Certified  golden  trio:  ☆  1853  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC)  ☆ 
1929  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (NGC).  Last  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  ☆  1907  Indian  eagle.  No  Periods.  ALI-58  (PCGS).  First 
year  of  the  new  design  by  Saint-Gaudens.  Each  is  lustrous.  (To¬ 
tal:  3  pieces) 

2481  1836  Classic  Head  pair:  ☆  Quarter  eagle.  Breen-6142.  YF-30  ☆ 
Half  eagle.  Breen-6509.  VF-20.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

2482  Trio  of  gold  coins:  ☆  1851  quarter  eagle.  Net  AU-50;  sharp¬ 
ness  of  AU-55,  polished  ☆  1886-S  half  eagle.  AU-55.  Lustrous 
with  some  light  toning  at  the  devices  ☆  1902-S  hall  eagle.  AU- 
53.  Lustrous  with  some  light  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2483  Trio  of  gold  coins:  ☆1861  quarter  eagle.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness 
of  AU-55,  jewelry  mount  removed  ☆  1894  half  eagle.  Net  EF- 
40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1904  double  eagle.  MS-61 . 
(Total:  3  pieces) 

2484  Quartette  of  gold  coins:  ☆  1903  quarter  eagle.  MS-60  ☆  1882- 
S  half  eagle.  Net  MS-60;  sharpness  of  MS-62,  scratches  ☆  1 886- 
S  half  eagle.  MS-61  ☆1901  half  eagle.  AU-58.  Each  displays  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2485  Nice  group  of  20th-century  gold:  ☆  1912  quarter  eagle.  \  f-35 
☆  1915  half  eagle.  EF-45  ☆  1926  eagle.  AU-50  ☆  1908  double 
eagle.  No  Motto.  AU-58.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2486  Trio  of  lustrous  gold  issues:  ☆  1 897  half  eagle.  MS-62  ☆  1 908-D 
eagle.  No  Motto.  AU-58  ☆  1900  double  eagle.  MS-62.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

2487  Trio  of  Mint  State  gold  coins:  ☆  1911  Indian  eagle.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  ☆  1898  double  eagle.  MS-61.  Lustrous  ☆  1908 
double  eagle.  No  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total: 
3  pieces) 
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For  Best 

ATTENTION: 

dease  submit  mail  and  fax 
fids  by: 

NOON,  MONDAY, 
August  30,  1999 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and 
bonded  auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots 
will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence 
unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of 
identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  bid  received.  Floor  bids  will  take  precedence  over  mail 
bids.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor  bidding,  the 
auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bidder  will  be  fi¬ 
nal.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may  re-open  any 
lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  premium  of  15%  will  be  added  to  the  ham¬ 
mer  price  of  each  lot  which  sum  will  be  the  purchase 
price.  This  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  all  in¬ 
voices,  without  exception.  (Under  the  present  arrangement, 
we  normally  charge  a  fee  to  the  seller,  plus  a  buyer’s  pre¬ 
mium  to  the  purchaser.) 

All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All 
remittances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks. 
Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in 
good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auc¬ 
tion  purchases  or  deposits.  Shipping,  handling,  postage, 
private  and/or  postal  insurance,  and  registration  charges 
will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  fur¬ 
nishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales 
tax  as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
and/or  other  entity  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bid¬ 
ding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for 
any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

4  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless 
credit  arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically 
agreed  to  in  writing  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines 
of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not 
be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Accounting  Department  in 
advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchas¬ 
ing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we 
reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if 
there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in 
past  or  current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the 
prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 
charges  at  the  rate  of  1  Vi%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on 
the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  il  the  account  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay 
all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on 
the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references 
satisfactory  to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  25%'  of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will 
be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded 
wit  bm  1 0  days  of  the  sale  date.  Any  difference  will  be  billed. 


We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bid¬ 
ders,  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory 
references  or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  responsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  main¬ 
tain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of 
loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hy¬ 
pothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any 
person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
transaction. 

No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids 
will  be  accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer 
and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open 
a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they 
shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is  believed 
not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller, 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  placing  successive  or 
consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to 
other  bidders.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this 
catalogue  are  an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues, 
and  other  information,  as  to  what  the  lot  may  realize  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  15%  buyer’s  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or 
lower  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  re¬ 
serve,  the  reserve  will  not  exceed  the  high  published 
estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any 
change  in  the  reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will 
be  announced  at  the  sale. 

8 We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding. 
Please  check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in 
even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar 
amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  30%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off 
to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that  all  bid 
sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter 
bids  on  any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that 
certain  bids  may  be  submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  othei 
means  without  a  signature,  we  note  that  in  any  event,  bid¬ 
ding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  b\  the 
bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

9  All  items  offered  in  this  catalogue  ate  guaranteed  to 
be  genuine  within  the  context  of  the  prevailing  si  hoi 
arship  of  then  respective  series.  Am  lion  salt  s  at  e  not 
approval  sales.  Any  lot  ma\  be  examined  before  bidding 
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Floor  bidder 
Registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before 
the  session  at  the  entrance  to 
the  auction  room. 


New  Bidders 

If  you  have  not  participated 
with  us  before,  be  sure  to 
send  your  credit  informa¬ 
tion:  Attn:  Barb  Clifford,  at 
least  10  days  before  the 
auction.  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the 
auction. 
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No  lot  may  be  returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  ad¬ 
vance  written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any 

such  request  must  be  made  within  three  days  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  lot.  Any  lot  that  is  to  be  returned  (for  any 
reason  other  than  authenticity)  must  be  received  in  our  of¬ 
fices  within  30  days  from  the  date  of  sale.  After  that 
30-day  period,  no  lots  may  be  returned  for  reasons  other 
than  lack  of  authenticity.  Any  lot  returned  must  be  in  its 
original  unopened  container  or  holder.  The  removal  of 
any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  negates  the  return 
privilege.  The  late  remittance  for  purchases  is  cause  for 
Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this  privilege. 

No  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor 
buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  oth¬ 
ers)  or  by  successful  mail  bidders  who  have 
examined  the  lots  prior  to  the  sale  except  for  reasons  of  au¬ 
thenticity.  The  auctioneers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or 
cancel  the  sale  without  notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  dis¬ 
cretion  determine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot 
may  be  withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither 
the  auctioneer  nor  the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to 
the  intended  bidders  as  a  result  of  any  postponement,  can¬ 
cellation,  or  withdrawal. 

n  Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  repre¬ 
sents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot. 
A  split  grade,  such  as  Proof-63/65,  refers  to  a  coin  which 
in  our  opinion  has  a  Proof-63  obverse  and  Proof-65  re¬ 
verse.  “Proof’  is  used  to  describe  a  method  of 
manufacture  and  is  not  a  grade  or  condition.  All  such 
terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of 
coins  and  other  numismatic  items,  are  the  opinion  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  war¬ 
ranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the 
warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to 
such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions,  which  can  and 
do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  represen¬ 
tation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or 
other  entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do; 
nor  is  any  warranty  or  representation  made  that  a  coin 
or  other  numismatic  item  has  not  been  cleaned,  or  that 
the  toning  of  any  item  is  natural,  or  that  there  is  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  any  other  defect  which  would  render  it 
unsuitable  for  encapsulation  by  any  grading  service  or 
the  acceptance  by  a  third  party.  References  to  popula¬ 
tion  reports  and  grading  service  census  figures  are  as  of 
the  cataloguing  time,  which  may  be  several  months  prior 
to  the  sale  date.  All  such  comments  are  subject  to  revi¬ 
sion;  consult  recent  data  issued  by  the  grading  services. 
Certain  items  that  are  described  as  restrikes,  or  patterns, 
or  colonials,  may  be  struck  at  dates  other  than  those  on 
the  coin,  but  they  are  described  in  accordance  with  pre¬ 
vailing  numismatic  custom  at  the  time  the  sale  takes 
place.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold 
Bowers  and  Merena  harmless  for  any  numismatic  item 
graded  and  described  by  a  third  party  grading  service 


and  presented  as  any  lot  within  this  catalogue.  The  buyt 
further  acknowledges  that  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and 
Merena  on  any  such  item  may  be  different  than  that  de¬ 
scribed  by  a  grading  service.  Further,  the  buyer  agrees  tj 
accept  the  grade,  attribution,  pedigree,  authenticity  or 
any  other  designation  as  described  by  a  grading  service.! 
In  general,  with  the  exception  of  those  lots  described  by 
a  grading  service,  descriptions  are  the  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  interpretation  of  standards  in  the  Photograde  book,  i 
with  the  addition  of  certain  intermediate  grades,  such  a: 
MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the  opinion  of 
our  staff.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder  in  the 
Collectors  Universe  (owner  of  PCGS). 

This  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all 
lot  descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue. 

Bowers  and  Merena  acts  as  agent  for  the  various 
consignors.  For  this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be 
considered  after  the  settlements  have  been  made  with  the 
consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the  settlement  date  (45  day: 
following  the  date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bid¬ 
der  and  consignor  without  involvement  or  responsibility 
of  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  the  cataloguers.  Cash  ad¬ 
vances  have  been  made  to  some  consigners  in  anticipation 
of  sale  proceeds.  Bowers  and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  per 
son  or  company,  reserves  the  right  to  consign  items  to  this 
auction  sale,  and  to  participate  as  a  bidder.  The  auction¬ 
eer,  consignors,  employees,  assignees,  and  agents  for 
Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for  his  or 
her  own  account  at  any  auction  and  may  have  informatioi 
not  otherwise  available  to  the  public  regarding  reserves,  | 
values  or  other  material  facts  relating  to  the  articles  whicl 
are  the  subject  of  the  auction.  When  an  item  is  sold  to  the 
book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed,  withdrawn,  returned  to  the 
owner  or  bought  in.  A  consignor  or  his  agent  may  bid  on 
any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment.  Certain 
terms  pertaining  to  this  sale  and  consignments  to  it  are 
subject  to  negotiation.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  er¬ 
ror  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right 
to  withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later 
date,  to  refund  the  buyer’s  money  without  further  obliga¬ 
tion.  The  maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena  to 
any  bidder  shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute. 
While  every  effort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  ex¬ 
ecute  bids  received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers  an 
Merena  assumes  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard 
or  failure  to  enter  bids. 

By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment 
shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  th< 
rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  a 
the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-pay- 
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Important! 

♦  Credit  cards  will  not  be 
accepted  for  auction  depos¬ 
its  or  payments. 

♦  The  Prices  Realized  list 
will  be  published  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  after  the 
auction. 


ment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  refer  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially,  in 
which  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the  courts 
of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 


A  In  the  event  of  unsuccessful  litigation,  the  plaintiff 
/  I  shall  pay  Bowers  and  Merena’s  legal  costs,  counsel 
JL  -A.  and  witness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it 
in  defense  against  such  suit,  together  with  interest  at  the 
prime  rate  from  the  date  of  actual  disbursement. 


Special  Services 

"1  ^  If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure, 

*  \  please  fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish 
JL  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 

line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then 
submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of 
the  maximum  expenditure.  T  his  is  a  personal  service  and 
a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  representative  will  per¬ 
sonally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the 
auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account  until  your 
authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we  will  do  our 
best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be 
responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 
Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this  service  is  offered 
only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expenditures  of  $1,000 
or  more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  and  ONE  LOT 
ONLY  bidding  can  be  combined. 

Lip  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets 
for  a  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  if  you  wish 
JL  Vy  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of  which 
several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots  should  be 
bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will  do  our  best  on 
your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the 
sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible 
for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

rl  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  op- 
J  tional  10%  to  30%  increase  to  help  your 
A.  #  chance  of  being  a  successful  bidder.  Check 
the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 
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Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing 
terms  of  sale. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are 
stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE 
NOT  for  long-term  storage. 


Suggestions 
for  mail  bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting ,  enjoyable ,  and  a  numis- 
matically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bidding  in  our  sales 
for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  will  in¬ 
crease  your  success.  In  the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions, 
phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  or  Carolyn  Craigue. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly 


important  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check 
your  references.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not 
reach  us  until  a  week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold 
to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a 
LJ  day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids 
to  our  Auction  Department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids 
with  written  confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this  way 
you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue,  make 
changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided  on  your 
final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid 
sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check 
your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on  wrong 
lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 

Vjj3  Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial 
B!Sl  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the 
possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are 
awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While 
LA  high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within 
market  ranges.  If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it .  On 
the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600 
range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but 
as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the 
greater  your  chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids 
by  an  optional  1 0%  to  30%,  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below 
their  maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur  If  bid  changes  arc 

necessary,  do  not  write  oxer  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out 
completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the 
bid  sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid. 

^Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except  lot 
large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please  write  or  i  all 
for  further  information.  Mail  inspection  requests  must  be  received 
sufficiently  early  to  permit  return  to  us  in  time  lot  genet al  lot  \ tewing 
prior  to  the  sale.  I  hc  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pax 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be  responsible  lot 
the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 
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Colonial  and  Early  American  Coins 

Half  Cents . 

Large  Cents . 

Small  Cents . 

Two-Cent  Pieces  . 

Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces . 

Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces . 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces . 

Half  Dimes . 

Dimes . 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces . 

Quarter  Dollars . 

Half  Dollars . 

Silver  Dollars . 

Trade  Dollars . 

Gold  Dollars . 

Quarter  Eagles . 

Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces . 

Four-Dollar  Gold  Stella . 

Half  Eagles . 

Eagles . 

Double  Eagles . 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins . 

Commemorative  Gold  Coins . 

Pattern  Coins . 

Private  8c  Territorial  Gold  Coins . 

Mint  Sets . 

Proof  Sets . 

Miscellaneous  U.S.  Coins . 


1001-1032 

1033-1051 

1052-1079 

1080-1124 

1125-1132 

1133-1168 

1169-1198 

1199-1295 

1296-1307 

1308-1341 

1342-1347 

1348-1416 

1417-1520 

2001-2114 

2115-2124 

2125-2145 

2146-2174 

2175-2182 

. 2183 

2184-2214 

2215-2265 

2266-2333 

2334-2388 

2389-2420 

2421-2434 

2435-2439 

2440-2444 

2445-2458 

2459-2487 
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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc 
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